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This article deals with the papers by M. A. Leontovich on the subject of thermodynamics and statistical
physics. Primary attention is given to the paper entitled "The fundamental equations of the kinetic theory of
gases from the standpoint of the theory of random processes," which was published in 1935 in Zhurnal
Eksperimentarnof i Teoreticheskoi Fiziki, No. 5. This paper is one of the basic works in the modern statistical
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Even a simple list of the papers by Mikhail Aleksan-
drovich Leontovich on the subject of thermodynamics
and statistical physics1"13 shows that his interests were
very brond. Eut what is striking is not the breadth so
much as the originality and depth of his analysis of these
problems. The questions that occupied Leontovich many
years ago remain current to this day.

For example, in an annotation tc his article "On ki-
netics cf fluctuations," which was published more than
fifty years ago, we read:

A method is presented for determining the spectrum
of fluctuations i. e., for determining the statistical
averages of the squares of the spatiotemporal Fourier
expansion of the fluctuations. The method is applied
to concentration and density fluctuations in liquids.
The consequences of the theory which bear upon the
fine structure of the lines of the scattering spectrum
are discussed in connection with the available experi-
mental data.

This said it all, with the utmost clarity and precision.

Another paper by Leontovich, entitled "On the free
energy of nonequilibrium states," might be carried
over almost in its entirety to a contemporary course in
statistical physics. Here also the goal and result are
formulated with extreme clarity:

The free energy of a nonequilibrium state can be de-
fined more generally than is ordinarily done by taking
into consideration the additional potential energy in the
presence of which the nonequilibrium state becomes as
equilibrium state. The relationship of this definition
to the Boltzmann principle is analyzed.

The method proposed in this article for describing
a wide range of nonequilibrium states was given a more
detailed exposition in Leontovich's book Statistical
Physics. B

It is impossible here to analyze and evaluate from a
modern point of view all of Leontovich's papers on
thermodynamics and statistical physics.1"13 Let us ex-
amine just one of them6 in greater detail—"The funda-
mental equations of the statistical theory of gases from
the standpoint of the theory of random processes. " The
choice of this particular paper, of course, was not ac-
cidental, as will become clear from this article.

This truly remarkable paper appeared in No. 5 of the
journal Zhurnal Eksperimental'noi i Teoreticheskoi
Fiziki for 1935. Its ideas represented a significant de-
parture from the existing level of the statistical theory
of nonequilibrium processes.

Up to the time that this paper was written the statisti-
cal theory of nonequilibrium processes was based on the
famous Boltzmann equation. This equation implied the
law of increasing entropy (the H theorem of Boltzmann).
It served as a basis for the equations of gas dynamics
and the equations describing the free-molecular flow of
a gas. This was indeed a triumph of the kinetic theory.
It seemed that this theory was close to completion.
Only a few prominant physicists of the time understood
that this was only the first stage in the development of
the statistical theory of nonequilibrium processes. In
Leontovich's paper we read:

The kinetic theory treats processes in gases. It is
a statistical theory, inasmuch as equation (1) [the
Boltzmann equation] is based on the statistical propo-
sition of the Stosszahlansatz. The structure of this
theory, however, is undoubtedly very imperfect. The
quantity /doido(dct) = dvx dw, dvr, do = dxdydz) must be
assigned the value of some statistical average (mathe-
matical expectation) of the number of particles in a
volume dwdo of phase space p.—only then can the irre-
versible character of equation (1) and its consequences
be understood. However, in the framework of the
theory itself the meaning of this mathematical expec-
tation remains extremely unclear, since one does not
consider the probabilities which are used to generate
these mathematical expectations. The theory is
therefore also unable to give any information on the
fluctuations in the gas and how they change in time.1

(Ref. 6, p. 211).

In fact, the Boltzmann kinetic equation was treated
as an equation for a determinate (not random) distribu-
tion function. Accordingly, in the transition from the
kinetic equation to the gasdynamic equation, the gasdy-
namic functions—the density p(r, t), the velocity U(r, t),
and the temperature T(r, t)—turned out to be determi-
nate. As a result, effects due to fluctuations of the dis-
tribution function (kinetic fluctuations) and to fluctua-
tions of the gasdynamic functions dropped out of con-
sideration.
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The situation was as follows: In the classical papers
of Rayleigh, Planck, Einstein, and Smoluchowski it
was shown that even in an equilibrium state fluctuations
play a fundamental role in many phenomena. For ex-
ample, density fluctuations govern the scattering of
light, and fluctuations of the electromagnetic fields are
manifested in thermal radiation. Without allowance for
the fluctuations of the medium in which the Brownian
particles move one cannot explain this "perpetual mo-
tion. " This list could, of course, be extended. For
example, in recent years we have come to understand
the fundamental role of fluctuations in second-order
phase transitions. Nevertheless, for many years non-
equilibrium fluctuations remained outside the sphere
of interest of kinetic theory. There were several rea-
sons for this.

Working from Smoluchowski's equation, Leontovich
obtained for the case of a rarefied gas a Markov-type
equation for the most general distribution function/^ of
a system of N particles. The equation which he ob-
tained was irreversible right from the start. Here the
question of the reasons for the irreversibility did not
come up. Leontovich wrote:

It should be noted that I have not touched upon the
basic physical question of the extent to which the sta-
tistical description of the processes in terms of tran-
sition probabilities can be related to or put into cor-
respondence with the description of quantum (or
classical) mechanics. I think only that this statistical
scheme is the most expedient for setting forth in a
more complete form the actual content of the kinetic
theory (Ref. 6, p. 213).

Thus, the matter of how the reversible equations of
mechanics are related to the irreversible equations of
the statistical theory of nonequilibrium processes re-
mained an open question. This problem was promoted
to the forefront. The problem of constructing a syste-
matic fluctuational theory of nonequilibrium processes
withdrew to the background and for a long time did not
attract the attention of researchers.

Important contributions toward solving the problem of
substantiating the kinetic theory were given in the pa-
pers by N.N. Bogolyubov, M. Born and H.S. Green,
and J. G. Kirkwood. In Bogolyubov's now-classical
monograph Problems of Dynamical Theory in Statisti-
cal Physics (1946) a method is developed for obtaining
the Boltzmann kinetic equations (for a rarefied gas) and
the kinetic equations of Landau and Vlasov (for systems
of charged particles). Thanks to these papers, it be-
came clear in what way and at what cost one can obtain
from the reversible equations of mechanics the irre-
versible equations of kinetic theory.

As a result, many questions which had disturbed in-
vestigators simply went away. However, new ques-
tions, also of a difficult nature, arose. One of these
was the question of nonequilibrium fluctuations.

In Bogolyubov's derivation of the kinetic equations —
the closed equations for single-particle distribution
functions—the hypothesis (principle) of total attenuate '.i
of the original correlations played an important role.

Here it was (implicitly) assumed that the long-lived
correlations (with a time TC()I. of the order of, or larger
than, the relaxation time of the single-particle distri-
bution functions) do not play an appreciable role. The
kinetic and hydrodynamic fluctuations thereby dropped
out of consideration.

We note that Bogolyubov14 cites Leontovich's article,6

but not in connection with the question of fluctuations of
the distribution functions. In §2 of this book14 is the
comment: "The study of the functions Ft in many cases
can be simplified appreciably by the introduction of a
special functional, the generalization of the generating
functions employed by Leontovich6 in the theory of
stochastic processes with a discrete phase space. "

Leontovich's paper6 was subsequently almost forgot-
ten, and it did not have an appreciable influence on the
development of the theory of nonequilibrium fluctua-
tions. The dissipative equations for the many-particle
distribution functions were discovered anew by other
authors—for example, in the works of I. Prigogine,
R. Brout, and M. Kac (see Chs. 4 and 11 in Ref. 15,
Ch. 10 in Ref. 16, Ch. 2 in Ref. 17, and Ch. 24 in Ref.
18).

For example, the study of the kinetic equations for
many-particle distribution functions (master equations)
occupies many pages in the splendid book19 by the Amer-
ican mathematician M. Kac, which is a record of lec-
tures on a number of problems in statistical theory.
Kac, unfortunately, was not acquainted with Leonto-
vich's paper at the time he was working on these lec-
tures.1' On the basis of Liouville's equation, V.N.
Zhigulev20 established a chain of dissipative equations
for the sequence of distribution functions of a rarefied
gas which is a direct consequence of Leontovich's
equation. Attempts at approximate solution of this
chain of equations for the purpose of studying the effect
of turbulent fluctuations on the velocity distribution of
the particles of a rarefied gas have recently been un-
dertaken by Japensee investigators (see Ref. 21).

We shall return later to the discussion of dissipative
equations for many-particle distribution functions. For
now we shall only point out the following.

When large-scale and long-lived fluctuations are tak-
en into account in kinetic theory, new contributions ap-
pear in addition to those incorporated in the Leontovich
equation. These contributions are governed by fluctua-
tions which have lifetimes much longer than the mean
free time and so cannot be taken into account in the
Boltzmann scheme. These additional contributions
are particularly large for states which are far from
equilibrium, such as in the presence of well-developed

^During a school on statistical physics in Jadwisin, Poland,
Kac told me that after his book appeared in Russian, a physi-
cist from Leningrad had sent him a copy of Leontovich's
article (Ref. 6). Kac asked me, "How could he [Leontovich]
have known and understood all this back in 1935?" I felt
that Kac's pride had been wounded. When later in the con-
versation I mentioned Leontovich's friendship and collabora-
tion with A. N. Kolmogorov, Kac immediately replied, "Oh
It was Kolmogorov who taught him this."
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turbulence. Here both the thermodynamic functions and
the kinetic coefficients are appreciably altered.

Let us now return to the question of fluctuations in the
distribution function of a rarefied gas.

The first step in the kinetic theory of fluctuations was
taken by B.B. Kadomtsev22 in a calculation of the fluc-
tuations of the distribution function of an equilibrium
rarefied gas. The result was obtained by using a lin-
earized Boltzmann kinetic equation as the relaxation
equation in the theory of equilibrium fluctuations de-
veloped in the papers of H.B. Callen and T.A. Welton,23

S. M. Rytov,2* and L.D. Landau and E.M. Lifshits.25

In an analogous way L. P0 Gor'kov, I.E. Dzyaloshin-
skif, and L.P. Pitaevskii26 calculated the equilibrium
fluctuations for the Fokker-Planck equation and the lin-
earized Landau equation.

Kadomtsev's formula was generalized to nonequilib-
rium states by various methods in the papers of Sh. M.
KoganandA. Ya. Shul'man, S.V. Gantsevich, V. L.
Gurevich, R. Katilus, the present author, and others
(see the review of Ref. 27, Chs. 5 and 11 in Ref. 15,
and §19. 20 in Ref. 28).

One of the ways of constructing a theory of nonequili-
brium fluctuations is based on the use of the dissipative
equation for a many-particle distribution function (§18
and Ch. 4 in Ref. 15). However, the starting point here
is different from that of Leontovich's paper.

The initial equation in Ref. 15 is the Liouville equa-
tion—a reversible equation for the distribution function
fg. The transition from this equation to a dissipative
equation for the smoothed many-particle distribution
function/^ is accomplished by averaging over a physi-
cally infinitesimal volume Vt. To make such a transi-
tion possible, Bogolybov's principle of total attenuation
of the initial correlations is replaced by the condition
of partial attenuation of the initial correlations: Only the
small-scale correlations, for which

^cor ^ Tp, ''cor "̂  *p. (1)

are attenuated: here TP and lt are the intervals of time
and length that are adopted as physically infinitesimal
For a rarefied gas, when the density parameter z=nr*0

is much smaller than unity, the quantities TP and Zp in
the kinetic stage of relaxation can be defined in the fol-
lowing way (§18 in Ref. 15 and Ch. 7 in Ref. 18):

-= (2)

The introduction of the quantities TP and Zp enables one
to separate correlations into large-scale and small-
scale. As a result, on can write forfN the equation

9tn
-

d/v
~

aft,"

here we have introduced the notation IN for the corre-
sponding collision integral. This integral can be writ-
ten either in the Bogolyubov representation [as in (18.10)
of Ref. 15]

X[7w('i , Pi. • • • ' r!Pi(-°°)> . - . , r;, P,( — oo), . . . , rA,, pw, t)

— 7rt(*i< Pi. • • •, *<> PJ, . .., Tj, pj, . . ., TJV, pw, ()],

(4)
or, more conveniently for comparison with Leonto-
vich's equation, in the Boltzmann representation

7W = 2 j A<fll \ P l jdPU I V j - V j | 6(l, — Tj)

Isji, J^W 0 0

X l7w (* i. Pi- • • • , 'I, P.' , •

— 7»('i. PI, • • •.
Pi, • • - , ' » , Pw.

. Pi-
(5)

In expressions (4) and (5) the "width" of the function
6(r , - r,) is characterized by Zp.

Equation (3) with collision integral (5) corresponds to
equation (42), (43) of Leontovich's paper (the quantity
!„ in (42) is defined in Ref. 6 on p. 231). The difference
lies in the following:

In equation (42) of Ref. 6 the collision integral lacks
the second term in the square brackets in (5) [with the
f unction /^(x^, . . . , xt, . . . , x^,. . . ,xs, t)], which is im-
portant, for example, in proving the law of increasing
entropy of the entire system (see below). However, in
going over from equation (42) to the Boltzmann equa-
tion, Leontovich6 does, of course, include the contribu-
tion of this term .

On the left-hand side of equation (3) there is an addi-
tional term that does not appear in (43) of Ref. 6; this
term takes into account the interaction of the particles.
This term, as we shall see, is important in the study
of the contribution of the large-scale fluctuations.

Let us consider the most important consequences
of equation (3) with collision integral (5) [or (4)].

With the aid of equation (3), we shall find an equa-
tion for the single -particle distribution function:

= V j (r, ..... rN, p, ..... pw, t) dr., ... drw dp2 . . . dpw.

(6)
In the integration over r2, . . . , r^, p2, . . . , pN, all the
terms with t# 1 drop out. All the terms in the sum
TJI<J * w under the integral over r^, p^ are on equal foot-
ing; one may therefore set j = 2 and replace the sum-
mation by a factor N-l, which is the number of terms
in the sum over j. Finally, we let (N - l)/V-~N/V = n.
This results in the following equation:

•$- + v IT + F° ̂ r - " 1 ^f ̂  ̂  (r" p" "• p"() clr' dp'
2jl 00

+ n] d<Pi2J Pi2dpi2 J dp2 1 v, — v2 1 l f t ( T t , p',, r,, p|, t)
0 0

— 7a(f i> Pa, 'i, Pi. ')].

(7)

which corresponds to equation (63) in the paper by
Leonotovich. The only difference is that on the right-
hand side of equation (7) there is an additional term
(the first term on the right-hand side) which takes into
account the contribution from large-scale fluctuations
(see below).

368 Sov. Phys. Usp. 26(4), April 1983 Yu. L. Klimontovich 368



Let us introduce the two-particle correlation func-
tion. By definition, with allowance for the fact that
f i = f l t we have

/2- /1/I L?2- (8)

It can then be said that equation (7) is not closed, since
it contains the correlation function gz in addition to the
function /j. For this reason, even when the first term
on the right-hand side is neglected this equation differs
from the Boltzmann equation. It is the first equation of
a chain of coupled equations for the smoothed (over a
physically infinitesimal volume Vp) functions /1( g2, g3,...
(see Ref. 15). In contrast to the Bogolyubov-Born-
Green-Kirkwood-Yvon (BBGKY) hierarchy of equations
for the ordinary distribution functions, the system un-
der study is approximate because of the smoothing over
the volume, and for this reason is dissipative.

In equation (7) the correlation function g2 enters in
two ways which are, in a sense, complementary. In
the second term on the right-hand side of equation (7)
the function gz appears inside the integral that takes in-
to account the contribution of binary collisions. In or-
der to obtain the Boltzmann collision integral, one must
set g2 = 0 inside it. Now how is one to justify such an
approximation? In this regard Leontovich writes:

This relation [relation (7) without the first term on
the right-hand side, auth. ] will have the same form as
the "fundamental equation of the theory of gases" [the
Boltzmann equation, auth. ] if one replaces [in our
notation, auth. ] /2(p2, p[) by/^p^/^pj) and, corre-
spondingly, /2(p.j, pj by /^Pa)/^?!). Such a replace-
ment might be justified if it were proved that as the
total number of particles goes to infinity, the quan-
tities giving the dispersion of the numbers of
particles in definite states increase in proportion to
N. By analogy with the "limit theorem" proved for
a discrete series of states, such a behavior of the
dispersion and, hence, the validity of such a limit
theorem in this case as well seem probable to me,
although I have not been able to prove it. As a re-
sult of the indicated replacement, equation (63) [our
Eq. (7) without the first term on the right-hand side,
auth. ] goes over to equation (1) [the Boltzmann equa-
tion, auth. ]

Thus Leontovich assumed g2 = 0 in the collision inte-
gral only in the thermodynamic limit: N —• °°, V-~°°,
but N/V finite. In Bogolyubov's book14 the Boltzmann
equation is a closed equation for a single-par tide dis-
tribution function obtained on the basis of the principle
of total attenuation of the initial correlations. One can
discern a certain connection between these approaches.
In both cases we arrive at a closed equation for a de-
terminate (not random) distribution function. For this
reason, as we have already mentioned, all phenomena
governed by kinetic and hydrodynamic fluctuations drop
out of consideration.

To estimate the role of the function gz in the collision
integral, let us use the condition of partial attenuation
of the initial correlations [condition (1)]. Assuming
(for small-scale correlations) that the correlation
length ra>r~r0 (r0 is the diameter of an atomic sphere),

we obtain the estimate

**>"-, since (9)

This is what provides the grounds for dropping the
functions g2 inside the collision integral. The large-
scale correlations are included in the first term on the
right-hand side of (7). As a result, the equation for the
function/j assumes the form [Eq. (18.6) in Ref. 15)

(10)

here

IB--=n j dcp,2 i .)., dp!2 \ dp2 | v, — v 2 j

•' (/, (ri- P',- t) f, (r,, p|, t) -/, (r,, p2, t) /, (r,, Pl,

is the Boltzmann collision integral, and

/ - n \ -^ii ^_ ^2 (r,, Pl, r2, p2() dr2 dp2 (12)

(ID

is an additional integral determined by the large-scale
fluctuations. The force F in Eq. (10) is given by the
expression

F(r . n = F0- n /.(r-, p', f)<1r'dp'. (13)

Thus, under the condition of attenuation of small-
scale correlations, the equation for/! is of the form
(10). This equation is dissipative. Here the dissipa-
tion due to the exclusion of small-scale correlations
enters explicitly through the Boltzmann collision inte-
gral. Additional dissipation due to the functions g2 (the
integral / ) is also possible. Before discussing this
matter, let us make the following remark.

Instead of using Eq. (3) for the function/, as the ini-
tial equation, one can use the equation for the micro-
scopic phase density smoothed over a volume Vt:

.V(r, p, 0= (14)

Let us denote this by N. Averaging this equation (see
§22 in Ref. 15) and using the equality (N)=nf1 and the
condition of attenuation of the small-scale correlations,
we again arrive at Eq. (10). Now, however, the inte-
gral 7 is represented in a different, but equivalent form:

—
op

, < .
(IF (ID = - - - - - J

n op

here 5ff = N-nf1 and

6F= - -6A'(r ' , p', ( )d r ' dp ' .

(15)

(16)

In this approach Eq. (10) must be supplemented by an
equation for the correlator of the fluctuations of the
phase density N.

Of course, the equation for such a correlator, by vir-
tue of the nonlinearity of the system, will contain a
more complex, ternary correlator. This sequence of
equations can be closed under the condition that the
fluctuations are small. This condition is valid for a
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wide class of problems if the averaging volume Vp is
suitably chosen so that it contains many particles
(tf,»l).

One may, of course, turn not to the equations for the
moments of the fluctuations 6JV, but instead use Eq.
(12), which expresses the integral Jin terms of g2. The
equation for g2 is of the form given by (18.25) in Ref.
15. In (18. 25) the condition that the fluctuations 5N be
small corresponds to the approximation Jr3 = 0, gz «fj
/a-

In the zeroth order approximation in the fluctuations,
the integral fin (10) is zero, and we return to the kinet-
ic equation of Boltzmann. In the next approximation the
equation for the correlator (GNGN) can be written in the
form of an equation with a source A(x, x', t)—a function
determined by the single-particle distribution function
[Eq. (22, 21) in Ref. 15]. The source is represented as
a sum of two terms:

A (x, x', t) = AB (x, x', t) + A {x, x', t). (17)

The first term AB is determined by the atomic structure
of the subsystem in the physically infinitesimal volume
V,,. The collisions of the particles of volume Vt are not
a continuous process. A shot effect is present.

The second term on the right-hand side of (17) is due
to the dissipative effect of the large-scale fluctuations
5N, and so the function A can be expressed in terms of
the integral/[(22.23) in Ref. 15].

In summary, there is a sort of dual superstructure
on top of the level of description by means of the Boltz-
mann equation.

The "first level" is governed by the molecular struc-
ture, which leads to a shot effect in the collision proces-
ses. For this reason the source AB(x, x1, t) is called
molecular.

The "second level" is governed by the large-scale
fluctuations and is not directly related to the molecular
structure of the system. The source A might therefore
be called turbulent.

In specific situations one of these two factors may be
dominant. Then one can distinguish two more particular
generalizations of the Boltzmann equation. Let us first
consider the case in which source A = 0. In this approx-
imation one has / = 0 in (10), and equation (10) coin-
cides with the Boltzmann equation. Thus the function
/j(r, p, t) can be determined independently of the prob-
lem of calculating the fluctuations of the distribution
function.

However, since the function/! is introduced, as was
proposed in Leontovich's paper, in the form of a
"mathematical expectation" (nf1=(N)), there exists
fluctuations 5N =N-(N). In the present case the
source A(x, x', t) in the equation for the correlator
(6AT6JV) is specified completely by the function
AB(x,x', t). This function can be expressed as fol-
lows in terms of the function/! [(10.12) in Ch. 11 of
Ref. 18]:

p')/1(r, p, t); (18)

here 6/p is an operator determined by the linearized
Boltzmann collision integral. The subscript zero on
the second term in the square brackets indicates that
the collision operators act only on the distribution func-
tion [and not on the function 6(p- p')].

The correlator (SJVSJV),^,_, can serve as an initial
condition (t=t') for calculating the double-time corre-
lator, which satisfies the equation

= 0, t>f. (19)

The system of equations for the single-time and double-
time correlators is equivalent to the Langevin equation
for the function 62V:

p, t) = p, t). (20)

The left-hand side of this equation is of the same form
as the linearized Boltzmann equation. The moments of
the Langevin source are given by the formulas

(y (r, p, t) > - 0, (21)
(y (r, p, t) y (i, p', t ) ) = AE (x, x', t) 6 (t - t ' ) .

Thus the intensity of the Langevin source in the linear-
ized Boltzmann equation for the fluctuations 5N is given
by expression (18). The latter in turn serves as a
source in the equation for the single-time correlator
of the fluctuations 5N for A = Q.

For an equilibrium state the second term (with sub-
script zero) in formula (18) drops out, and we arrive
at the result of Kadomtsev's paper on kinetic fluctua-
tions in an ideal gas under equilibrium conditions. For
a nonequilibrium state formulas (21) and (18) are equiv-
alent to those given in Refs. 27, 28, and 15.

It follows from what we have said that results (18)-
(21) can be obtained on the basis of the dissipative equa-
tion introduced by Leontovich, together with collision
integral (5).

Let us now establish the connection between formula
(5) [or (4)] and the well-known Prigogine-Brout expres-
sion for the collision integral in the equation for the
many-particle function of a gas which is spatially homo-
geneous with respect to the coordinates of all the
particles. These distribution functions are defined by

fs('i. Pit •••> rw, pw, O r =-p j f / jv (P i t •

The expression for the integral /^(P!
from (5) and is of the form:

(22)

. . . , pw, t) follows

'"(Pi ..... PN, <) = " d(Pu Pi;dPulvi-v;l
l^i, JXJV 0 0

X[ / JV(PI , .. ., Pi, ..., p,!, . .., pw,i) — 7w(pi ..... Pi, - . . , P J , . . - , p.y, t)\._

(23)
By using Eq. (4), one can also write this integral in the
Bogolyubov representation.

Formula (23) incorporates binary (Boltzmann model),
but strong interactions. In the approximation of a per-
turbation theory in the interaction, it implies the result
of Prigogine and Brout (Ch. 2 in Ref. 17). The corre-
sponding equation for the single-particle distribution
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function (neglecting large-scale correlations) coincides
with the kinetic equation of Landau.

Let us turn now to the other limiting case, in which
the turbulent source A is dominant on the right-hand
side of (17). In this case, as we know, equation (10)
does not reduce to the Boltzmann equation.

The additional contribution to the dissipative charac-
teristics that is determined by the integral / can be sig-
nificant. In particular, this contribution governs the
anomalous electrical conductivity of a plasma.29'18

Let us now return to equation (3) for the many-particle
distribution function fN and consider some of its pro-
perties.

In an equilibrium state the collision integrals (4) and
(5) go to zero when the multidimensional Maxwellian
distribution

• (Pi, - - . , PA (24)

is substituted into them.

If the collision integral (5) [or (4)] is multiplied by
the function -fe In/^r^ plt .. ., TN, pN, t) and integrated
over all the variables, we then have

<lr.vtlpA.>0. (25)

This property provides for the undiminishing of entropy
of the insulated system

5(8) = —k \ In fwTw dr, dp, . . . drw dp.v.

i.e.,

(26)

(27)

The equal sign corresponds to an equilibrium state.

With the aid of equation (3) together with the collision
integrals (4) and (5) [or (23) for the spatially homo-
geneous case] one can estimate the relaxation times in
the various stages of the time evolution. For example,
in the kinetic stage, which is described by the Boltz-
mann equation, we obtain for the relaxation time the
familiar expression

Vd --^-T^r- (28)

The relaxation time is thus determined by the mean
free time of some given particle [such as particle
number 1 in Eq. (10)].

With the aid of expression (23), for example, one can
estimate the minimum relaxation time (Tr,,)mlll—the
time in which any single particle of the system "forgets
its path. " This is sufficient for the system as a whole
to be unable to return to the initial state when the signs
of the velocities of all the particles of the system are
reversed. It follows from (23) that

(29)

Thus, the minimum relaxation time is smaller by a
factor of N than the mean free time. This time char-
acterizes the initial stage in the onset of irreversibility.

One can see from what we have said that Leontovich's
paper had great potential. The author regrets that he
first read this paper when Leontovich was already
gravely ill and unable to discuss any questions. One
can only be amazed at how much Leontovich was ahead
of his time in his understanding of the fundamental
questions of statistical physics.

In conclusion, the author wishes to point out that other
types of dissipative equations are possible for many-
particle distribution functions.

Dissipative equation (3) is written for the distribution
function of the complete set of variables rlt plt... ,TN,
pN of the JV-particle system under consideration. Dis-
sipation arises in this system when small-scale corre-
lations are excluded. This is what dictates an incom-
pleteness in the description.

A different situation is considered in Ch. 10 of Ref.
16 (see also Ch. 24 of Ref. 24). An equation is sought
for the distribution function of the variables of the main
system, which consists of N particles with an arbitrar-
ily strong interaction between them. Here dissipation
is established by the incompleteness of the description
in the auxiliary variables of the extended system. In
contrast to the case of (3) with the collision integral (5),
here one obtains an equation for the many-particle dis-
tribution function which is nonlinear in the function /„.

In the equilibrium state the "collision" integral in
this equation goes to zero when the Gibbs canonical
distribution with the Hamiltonian of the main system is
substituted into it. Here the H theorem of Boltzmann
is also valid. The minimum relaxation time, as in
(29), is proportional to l/N.

The kinetic equations for the many-particle distribu-
tion functions are too complicated to solve. However,
they can prove extremely efficient for constructing ap-
proximate equations corresponding to different levels of
description and are well suited for describing the kine-
tics of coherent states during nonequilibrium phase
transitions.

Basic to these studies is Leontovich's paper6 on
"The fundamental equations of the kinetic theory of
gases from the standpoint of the theory of random pro-
cesses. " This paper will no doubt be studied for many
years to come by students of the development of the
statistical theory of nonequilibrium processes.
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