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1 HE existing theory of weak interact ions descr ibes the
p r o c e s s e s of β decay of neutrons, μ-e decay, μ-meson
capture by protons, and others , using the principle of
re lat iv is t ic invariance and a number of additional hy-
potheses that general ize the experimental data.

The most common possible relat ivist ical ly-invariant
form of the weak-interaction Hamiltonian, in which a c -
count i s taken of violation of spatial parity, i s [ 1 ]

where G is the absolute constant of the weak i n t e r a c -
tion of the p r o c e s s Oi = 1; γμ; σ μ ί , ; ΐ 7 μ 7 5 ; y5 for
i = 1—5, respect ively.

The indices 1-4 of the wave functions have the fol-
lowing meaning:

i = ve 2 = e Ά = η 4 = ρ β d e c a y

l = v«, 2 = e 3 = μ" 4 = νμ μ — e d e c a y

ι = μ- 2 = Λ>μ 3 = ρ ί--=η μ c a p t u r e

T h e H a m i l t o n i a n (1) c o n t a i n s f ive v a r i a n t s of t h e i n t e r -

a c t i o n : s c a l a r (S), v e c t o r (V), t e n s o r ( T ) , p s e u d o v e c t o r

(A), a n d p s e u d o s c a l a r ( P S ) .

A n e x p e r i m e n t a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e j3 d e c a y of a

neutron and of β t rans i t ions of nuclei shows that these
var iants enter in the β-decay Hamiltonian with different
weights, so that what i s actually real ized is only a com-
bination of the V and A var iant s . To interpret such a
situation, a number of hypotheses a r e introduced in the
theory of the weak interaction; these hypotheses estab-
lish the magnitude of the constant G and the re lat ions
observed in experiment between Ci and Ci· In turn, an
experimental investigation of the β decay may be con-
structed in such a way as to obtain complete informa-
tion on all ten possible complex quantities C. Such a
set of experiments is called the complete experiment.

1. BASIC EXPERIMENTAL DATA

An ideal real izat ion of the complete experiment on β
decay is an exhaustive investigation of the neutron d e -
cay—its lifetime, spectrum, and the ent ire aggregate of
corre la t ions of the decay products with allowance for
their polarization. As we shall show, at the present
t ime such a p r o g r a m has been rea l ized only in part and
the accuracy of such experiments is , as a ru le , lower
than the accuracy of analogous experiments on the β
decay of nuclei.

Inasmuch a s the existing theory of β-transit ions of
nuclei r e g a r d s the β-decay p r o c e s s as the decay of one
of its nucleons and does not make any distinctions, from
the point of view of the weak interaction, between the β
decays of the bound and free nucleons, it i s possible in
principle to extract information concerning the weak-

interaction Hamiltonian from experiments on complex
nuclei.

One of the possible r e a l ways of real izing a complete
experiment on complex nuclei is to investigate the spec-
t r a and the angular and polarization corre la t ions of the
β-decay products in allowed β t rans i t ions . Preference
should be given h e r e to such β t rans i t ions and to such
types of experiments, where the number of experimental
p a r a m e t e r s that depend on the s t ructure of the nucleus—
the nuclear matr ix elements—is minimal, and the accu-
racy of their independent determination is a few per -
cent.

Such β t rans i t ions include the following:
a) 0+ - 0 + β t rans i t ions of the pure F e r m i type,
b) β t rans i t ions with [Aj I = 1 —of the pure Gamow-

Tel ler type,
c) M i r r o r β t rans i t ions or β t rans i t ions between the

analog s ta tes .
β t rans i t ions of the pure F e r m i and the pure Gamow-

Tel ler types depend on one matr ix element, which can
be determined from the lifetime of the nucleus or ,
equivalently, from experimental data on ft. As to the
coefficients of all possible angular and polarization cor-
re lat ions, this matr ix element does not enter in them at
al l , so that they a r e determined only by the constants of
the weak-interaction Hamiltonian.

The β t rans i t ions between analog s tates a r e d e t e r -
mined by two matr ix e lements (excluding 0 + —0 + ) . One
of them—of the F e r m i type—is uniquely determined by
the isospin of these s ta tes , and the Coulomb c o r r e c -
tions to it, due to the violation of the isospin conserva-
tion law, a r e l e s s than several percent 1 - 2 ~ 4 ] and can be
well est imated theoret ical ly. Thus, the experimental
data on ft turn out to be sufficient h e r e also for the de-
terminat ion of both matr ix e lements, so that these t r a n -
sitions can also be used to determine the constants of
the β-interaction Hamiltonian. It must be noted, how-
ever, that in spite of the fact that in principle we can
determine the matr ix elements of any such transit ion,
actually to determine the constants of the β interaction
one can use only a few of them, since the accuracy of
the experimental determination of ft in most such t r a n -
sitions i s insufficient (see Table I [ 4 ' 5 ] ) .

The use of other types of allowed β t ransi t ions for
the real izat ion of the complete experiment, and also of
β t rans i t ions of the forbidden type, is at present quite
problematic, since in such experiments it i s necessary
to know the s t ructure of the nucleus and to use model
representa t ions . The accuracy of theoret ical concepts
of th is kind is at the present t ime never better than
10%. The only possible exceptions a r e 0 + - 0 " t ransi t ions
and t rans i t ions of the unique type (the former having two
matr ix elements each, and the la t ter one matr ix element
each), where these matr ix e lements can be determined
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Table I. Experimental ratios of the Gamow-Teller and
Fermi matrix elements

β transition

η'οφ-)ρ\
Η? (β") He|
Be J (Κ) L i |

NV (β+) cl»
01 s (β+) Νί6

Fi7 (β+) ΟΓ
i f e №•) FJ·
Nag (p*) Ne?J
Mgil tP+) Na?f
AI13 (P+) Mgj|
Si?l <β+) A1«J
Pfa*(P+)SifJ
SfJ (β+) Ρ?ϊ
ci?? (P+) sfe
Ar?| (β+) Gl?7
K32 (β+) A r?o
Cain (β+) K?8
Sc|j (P+) Ca|·

0.7829±0.0004
0.0186±0,0001

0.960±0.003
1.200 ±0.002
1.739±0.002
1.745±0.006
2.24±0.01
2.51±0.02
3.09+0.01
3.38±0.03
3.85 ±0.02
3.96+0.02
4.39+0.03
4.51 ±0.05
4.93±0.05
5.15±0.07

5.490+0.025
4.94 ±0.10

1190±33
1132±40
2340±100
3890±50
4670±50
4400±100
2280±100
1800+100
3910±150
5490±100
4300±190
4410±230
4800±200
5160±100
5300±50O
5600±400
4600+500
4330±100
2200±250

I - , , ·

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1 G0TM0T/GFMF |>

4.20
4.52+0.020
1.67+0.10

0.607+0.02
0.357±0.02
0.421 ±0.04

1.74±0.12
2.48±0.19
0,60±0.06

O.139±0.021
0.455±0.06

0.42±0.04
0,30 ±0.05

0.212±0.022
0.18±0.10
0:i2+0.08
0.36+0.14
0.44±0.03
1.84+0.30

Refer-
ence

is

30

from experiment. The experimental data on 0+ - 0 " tran-
sitions are used at present to find the values of Cpg.
The experimental data on the unique β transitions are
so far very scanty.

Besides experimental convenience, it is necessary
to note also one more convenience of allowed β transi-
tions for the performance of the complete experiment.
This is connected with the fact that allowed j3 transi-
tions can receive contributions from only four types of
β interactions (S, V, T, A), so that it is necessary to
determine in the complete experiment eight out of the
ten complex constants C, i.e., only 16 real parameters.
The pseudoscalar variant of the interaction makes no
contribution to allowed transitions. At the same time,
it should be noted that there exists a natural lower limit
of accuracy for the determination of the constants C
from allowed β transitions; this limit is connected with
the possible influence of second-forbidden matrix ele-
ments. According to most estimates this limit is always
smaller than 1%. [61

The simplest variant of the complete experiment is
the one that occurs if we assume all the eight constants
are real. As will be shown later, the assumption that
the interaction constants are real is a direct conse-
quence of L. D. Landau's hypothesis of CP parity con-
servation in weak interactions. Recently, in experi-
ments with Κ mesons, CP-parity violation was observed.
This fact raises again the question of investigating the
CP conservation in β decay of nucleons, and conse-
quently also the question of organizing the complete ex-
periment without additional assumptions concerning the
reality of the constants C^ and C[.

The organization of experiments for the realization
of the complete experiment, which yields information on
eight complex constants C, is a complicated problem.
For its solution it is necessary to realize a set of ex-
periments on the spectra and correlations of the β-de-
cay products, such as to obtain 15 independent combi-
nations of the constants Ci and C{. Table II lists all
the β -decay experiments containing not more than three
measured quantities, and the combinations of constants' 7 3

for which information "can be obtained from these exper-
iments. As will be shown later, the experiments real-
ized to date do not suffice to make up a complete set.
They give in the best case 13 relations for the interac-

tion constants, out of the 15 necessary, so that the real-
ization of the complete experiment calls for at least two
experiments of a new type.

Let us examine now the main results realized in β
decay, and the information on the constants Q and C[
presently at our disposal.

a) Measurement of the constants Gj- and G Q T / G F

To measure the absolute value of the constant G,
which is chosen to be a constant that specifies the mag-
nitude of the Fermi β transition, Gp, it is customary
to use 0+-0+ transitions between analog states in such
nuclei as O14, Al26, Cl34, etc., where the matrix element
of the Fermi transition is well known. Experiment then
yields the quantity

-f-1 Cv |« ± mey (E?) 2 Re ICSC^ + CBCV']}, (2)

where γ = (1 — α ^ 2 ) 1 ' 2 , which is connected with ft by
the relation

-o* = 2jr>S7 In 2/m'ec
l (3)

(m e is the electron mass).
In Table III are gathered experimental data on 0+-0+

transitions in nuclei of this type and the results of their
theoretical reduction with allowance for the influence of
the Coulomb field of the nucleus. As seen from the ta-
ble, the results of different authors are in good agree-
ment and give the following mean values of ft (in sec-
onds)

ί 3113 ± 7 [«],

ft={ 3123 + 7 ['],

I 3128 ± 7 [10],

w h i c h y i e l d f o r G p ( i n e r g - c m 3 ) , r e s p e c t i v e l y ,

C (1,4057 ± 0 , 0 0 1 6 ) · 1 0 - " [ ' ] ,

G i ! " = < (1,4034 ±0,0016)-ΙΟ"1 9 ['],

I (1,4016 ± 0,0022). 10-" [1 0],

w i th a t o t a l e r r o r i n t h e c a l c u l a t i o n of t h e r a d i a t i v e

c o r r e c t i o n s

(4)

= (±0,0070)-10-" e r g - c m 3
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Table H. Principal correlation experiments in allowed
β transitions

649

Experiment

Spectrum

ie

/•v

; e v

ae

σν

aev

i"

C)e

σ/ν

heh

Measured
correlation

1

m/E

(PePv)

(Jpc)

(Jpv)

J[p e XPv]

(»ePe)

(O e P v)

«e \9e X Pv]

(<M)

"e [·> X Pi·]

«e |J X Pv]

J [ P e x J 2 ]

Combination of constants

| c s P + | C s P + | c v [ 2 + i q , p

ne(CsC*+CsCy*)

Re(C r C«+Ci.C^)

- | c s | s + | c v | i - | C g | » + | c ^ i >

- | C A l 2 + | C r | 2 - | ^ 2 + | C J . p

Re (C S C^ + CgC ,̂ - CVC^* - C^CJ)

He(CTC'T*-CAC··)

Re (CgCy· + CgCJ. + CVC^· + CVCJ)

Re(CTCif + CACi·)

Im (CSC J - CVC J + CgCi» - q,C;f)

R e ( C s C s * - C v C y )

R e ( C r C - - C ^ C - )

Re(C s C^ + CgCf)

RefCjC^ + CjCJ)

Im (C sCf + CgCv·)

Im (C rC*+CyC^·)

Re (CSCJ + CVC», + CgC^· + CyC î>)

Re(CTC\ + C-TC'j;)

Im (CSC^* + C^CS -CVC-T*- CVC*T)

\m(cTC2+c'TcA)

im ( c s q . · + CgC· + c,,c;4· + cvcA)

Im (C^CV' + C^C· —CTC-S* — C'TC*)

Table ΠΙ. Experimental data on 0+-0+ transitions

β Transition

014 (β+) N14

S c 1 2 (β+) C a «

V « (β+) T i «

Μη» (β+) C r 5 0

1812.6+1 4

3 2 0 8 . 0 + 2 . 3

4 4 6 0 . 0 + 4 . 5

5 4 0 9 . 0 + 2 . 3

6032 .1+2.5

6 6 0 9 . 0 + 2 . 6

7 2 2 8 . 8 + 4 . 8

T, sec

7 1 . 0 0 ± 0 , 1 3

6.374±0.016

1.565+0.007

0.6830+0.0015

0.4239+0.0008

0.2857+0.0006

0.1937+0.0010

/!

3127+13
3127+10
3130+10
3084+17
3086+8
3088+12
3137±28
3138+19
3140+20
3112+12
3122+9
3117+12
3131+8
3139+25
3106+12
3125+9
3108+.25
3132+17
3128+18

Refer
ence

8
0

10
3
t

10

10
8
9

t)
10

Β

8

S

10
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A comparison with the analogous quantity obtained from
data on μ-e decay

Gii" = (1.4350±0.0011). 10-" erg-cm3
(5)

shows that the difference amounts to about 2%, or more
accurately

W>

ί 2,0-
•10*=) 2.2ι

I 2,31

,04 ± 0 . 1 2 ± 0 . 5 Ε»: ,
20 ± 0 , 1 2 ± 0 , 5 [9] ,
30 ± 0 , 1 2 ± 0 . 5 £*>:.

(6)

T h e r a t i o of t h e c o n s t a n t s d e t e r m i n i n g t h e G a m o w -

Teller and the Fermi β transitions, G Q T / G F , is deter-
mined most accurately from experiments on the neutral
lifetime, performed by P. E. Spivak and co-workers.L l 2 : i

From their experiment and from data on O14 it follows
t h a t [ 1 3 ]

IGUT/GFI = 1.18 ±0.025

wi th a l l o w a n c e f o r t h e C o u l o m b c o r r e c t i o n s .

R e c e n t l y t h e e x p e r i m e n t s on t h e n e u t r o n l i f e t i m e

w e r e r e p e a t e d b y a g r o u p of D a n i s h e x p e r i m e n t e r s . [ 1 4 ]

T h e i r r e s u l t

= 1.23 ± 0 . 0 1 ( 8 )

is somewhat larger than the result of Spivak's group.

β
b) Investigation of the form of the spectra of allowed

transitions

Searches for deviations of the form of the spectra of
allowed β transitions from the purely statistical form
determined by the Kurie plot

W (E,) dE, = (F(Z, £.)/4n») PeE. (£„ - Ee)* d£e, (9)

were performed many times, particularly for the nu-
clei P 3 2 and In 1 1 4 . The spectra of these nuclei were in-
vestigated in searches both for terms of the type
bm e/Ee, the so-called Fierz terms, and terms of the
type a E e / m e , connected with the corrections that must
be introduced in the β decay to take into account the
vector-current conservation hypothesis. The employed
transitions are of the pure Gamow-Teller type (l+/3~0+

and the Fierz terms in them are of the form

Ee

Deviations of this type were observed in a number of
earlier investigations, but the later and more accurate
measurements did not confirm these results, and showed
that the spectra of P 3 2 and In1 1 4 are statistical. The ex-
perimental data for P 3 2 show t h a t c l 5 " 1 7 ]

6Gr<0,02,

whereas the value obtained for I n 1 " i s c l 8 : l

Similar e s t imates for the F i e r z t e r m were obtained
from the experimental data on the ratio of the β* decay
to the Κ capture in Na2 8 ( l + -0 + transition); they are,
however, somewhat contradictory. Thus, in [ 1 9 ] the
value obtained for bQT is

bGT= —0.004 + 0.012,

324

3.20-

3.7Β

B ar az as 0.4 as as(e~'j
FIG. 1. Analysis of 0+-0+ transitions by the Gerhart method.

whereas in i2°2 there was observed a Fierz term

bGT= —0.025 ±0.006.

Similarly, the resul ts [ 2 1 ] on Κ capture for a number of
nuclei V48 Co5 8 La1 3 4 P 1 4 0 Nd1 4 1 S 1 4 3 i l d th
value

Similarly, the r e s u l t s o n Κ capture
nuclei V48, Co58, La1 3 4, Pr 1 4 0 , Nd141, Sm143 yield the

*or= —0.030 ±0.009.

On the whole, these data apparently make it possible
to suggest the possibility of its existence in the spec-
trum of the Gamow-Teller β transitions, so that

bGT= —0.02 ±0,01. (11)

Let us examine the data on Fermi β transitions.
Until recently, the best data were apparently those of
Gerhart, [ 2 2 ] obtained from the reduction of experiments
on 0+-0+ transitions in O14, Al26, and Cl3 4:

6F = 0.00 ±0.12.

Recently, Yu. S. Lyutostanskii C 7 7 : i used Gerhart's
method to analyze all the known 0+-0+ transitions. The
results of the analysis are shown in Fig. 1. As seen
from the figure, all the transitions, with the exception
of Al23, fit with great accuracy the line y = const. The
mean value is

. = 0.011 ±0.019. (12)

Finally, in the case of mirror j3 transitions, the
most accurate measurements were performed for the
transition N u (/3 + )C u , [ 2 3 ] and yielded the value

I MF |8 2 He (CgC*, + CgCy) + \MGT\*.2Re (CTCA + C±CA)
~

= 0.0014 ±0.0237.

Using the data for the Gamow-Teller variant and the
values of the matrix elements of the β transition from
the ft data (see Table I), we obtain the following esti-
mate of the Fierz terms of the Fermi variant:

r = 0.008±0.04.

c ) A n g u l a r e v c o r r e l a t i o n

T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e ev c o r r e l a t i o n , b e s i d e s t h e

i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e f o r m o f t h e s p e c t r u m a n d t h e e l e c -

t r o n p o l a r i z a t i o n , w a s o n e o f t h e m a i n e x p e r i m e n t s f o r

t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e i n t e r a c t i o n v a r i a n t s , a n d t h e r e -

f o r e , i n s p i t e o f t e c h n i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , h a s b y n o w b e e n

p e r f o r m e d f o r a n u m b e r o f n u c l e i : H e 6 , N e 1 9 , N e 2 3 , N a 2 4 ,

A r 3 5 , a n d a l s o f o r t h e n e u t r o n . I n e x p e r i m e n t s o f t h i s
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Table IV. Experimental data on the e ν correlation
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β Transition

nj (β-) ρ\

H e 8 (0+) (β") Li" (1+)

N e » (1/2+) (β+) F™ (1/2+)

Ne23 (5/2+) (β") Na23 (5/2+)

N a M (4+) (β ') M g M (4+)

ArM (3/2+) φ+) C l 3 5 (3/2+)

a e x p

+ 0 . 0 5 + 0 . 1 2
— 0 . 0 6 + 0 . 1 3

—0.091+0.039

—0.3343+0.003
—0.319+0.028

0 . 0 0 + 0 . 0 8

f - 0 . 3 7 + 0 . 0 4

\ - 0 . 4 1 + 0 . 3 1

— 0 , 2 2 + 0 . 1 2

+ 0 . 9 7 + 0 . 1 4

Reference

24

25
26

27

2S
29

29

30

31.32

2fl

T a b l e V . E x p e r i m e n t a l d a t a o n t h e p o l a r i z a t i o n o f

electrons in Gamow-Teller β transitions

Element

P32

Co60

In·»

Transition

1+(β-)0+

5+ (β-) 4+

1+ (β") 0+

E e , keV

loo
200—500

340
616

660—990

100
156
209
180

261
310
340
540

1250

Pe/<.-'/c)

0,990+0.025
1.00+0.01
1.02+0.03
0 . 9 9 + 0 . 0 1
1.00+0,02

0.97+0,016
0 . 9 5 + 0 . 0 0 2
1.00+0.02
0 . 9 9 ± 0 . 0 2

0 . 9 7 + 0 . 0 4
0 . 9 7 + 0 . 0 3
0 , 9 3 + 0 . 0 3
1.01+0.03
0 . 9 6 + 0 . 0 1 5

Reference

33
34
35

37

30
an

•ja

4 0

3 5

Jl>

4 1

t y p e , t h e a s y m m e t r y c o e f f i c i e n t i s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e

e x p r e s s i o n

\ M F \ \ G F p + \ M 0 T \ \ G G T \ t

T h e r e s u l t s o f t h e e x p e r i m e n t s a r e s h o w n i n T a b l e I V .

A s s e e n f r o m t h e t a b l e , f o r t h e p u r e G a m o w - T e l l e r

t r a n s i t i o n s t h e m e a s u r e m e n t s h a v e b e e n p e r f o r m e d o n l y

i n H e 6 . I t f o l l o w s f r o m t h e m t h a t

|C"A|
2

/) = 0.002±0.004. ( 1 4 )

An investigation of the Fermi β transitions from
this point of view is difficult, since there are no data
on the ev correlation in 0+-0+ transitions. Thus, in-
formation on the ratio of the S and V variants can be
obtained only from data on the ev correlation of the
neutron or in the mirror nuclei Ne19 and Ar35. In the
latter case, the errors are due both to the experimental
errors on ev correlation, and to errors in the deter-
mination of ft.

For the neutron, using the data of V. K. Grigor'ev
et a l . [ a 6 ] and the estimates for the Gamow-Teller con-
stants, we obtain

r|Cs|2 -t- \Ck\*)l(\Cv\* + \CV\
2) = 0.06±0.21.

In the case of Ar35, using the experimental data of
Allen et a l . , : 2 9 : l estimates of the matrix element of the
Gamow-Teller type (Table I) and estimates of the Ga-
mow-Teller constants, we obtain

The results for Ne1 9 are much more sensitive to
errors in the determination of the asymmetry, and give
a much rougher value

(I Cs |
2 +1 C's p)/( I Cv |

2 +1 Cy I2) = 0.79 ± 0.54.

Thus, the best data presently available are those on
Ar35 and the neutron. From these, on the average, we
obtain the following estimate of the contribution of the
S variant relative to the V variant:

(15)
As seen from this estimate, the accuracy of our knowl-
edge of the absolute magnitude of the S variant is much
lower than the average accuracy concerning other types
of experiments. It is therefore of great interest to per-
form new experiments on ev correlation in 0+-0+ or
mirror β transitions, in order to refine these data.

d) Polarization of electrons and positrons in β decay

Experiments of this type yield information on the he-
licity of the particles that take part in the β interaction,
i.e., on the relative sign of the constants c i and Ci-
The polarization of the electrons (positrons) in the al-
lowed j3 transition is determined by the quantity

2 Re (CvCy> - CSC£) j Mp |a 4- 2 Re (CAC'* -CTC*) \MGTf(16)

and experimentally turns out to be close to v e / c .
The most accurate data on the Gamow-Teller β

transitions exists for P 3 2 , Co60, and In1 1 4 (Table V).
As seen from the table, in the nuclei P 3 2 and Co60 the
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polarization of the electrons is equal to —v e/c, with ac-
curacy 1-2%. Using these data, we obtain

2 Re (CAC'JI -CTCf)l | GaT |
a = 0.995 ± 0.02. (17)

The experimental data on In1 1 4 are less accurate and
somewhat contradictory, but they apparently point to a
possible deviation of the polarization from the values
-v/c ~ 2-3%.

Further searches for such deviations are of great
interest. An analysis of the possible causes of this de-
viation will be presented in Sec. 2.

In β transitions of the Fermi type, the experimental
data are much less accurate (Table VI). Using experi-
ments on O14, we obtain the mean value

(2 Re (CrC\? - CsCh*))l( | Cs | « +1 Cv |» +1 Cr |·) = 0.85 ± 0.18.

Here, as in the case of the data on the ev correlation
in mixed β transitions, the accuracy of the experiments
is much lower than the mean value, pointing to a serious
need for further refinement of these data.

e) Experiments of the Wu type

An investigation of the correlation between the direc-
tions of emission of the electron and the polarization of
the nucleus in the initial (or final) state—the so-called
Wu experiment—can be experimentally realized in two
ways: directly or by investigating the β γ correlation of
the electrons of the decay and of the circularly polar-

Table VI. Experimental data on the polarization of
positrons in 0+-0+ transitions

Element

O"

Cl»«

Ga««

Transition

0+—0+

0+—0+

0+—0+
(ΔΤφΟ)

•Thick target.
**Thin target.

Εβ +. MeV

1,0
1,2

3,0
3,0

2,6

3,0
3,0

PeH"lc)

0.97±0.19
O.73±O,17

0.64+.0.39·)
1,23±0,40*·)

1.00±0.16

0.95±0.12·)
l , l l±0.37 · · )

Reference

42
49

44

44

ized γ quanta emitted by the excited nucleus, occurring
after β decay.

The correlation coefficient in both cases depends on
the quantity

Re (CVCA* + CrCA -CSC?- Cad·) MFMGT

(18)
and the correlation coefficient in the direct modifica-
tion is given by

^exp==F-^^-[/1(j1 + l) + 2-/2(/2 + l)]/2(;1 + l), (19)

while the coefficient of the β γ correlation with the
circularly-polarized (μ = ± 1) γ quantum of multipolar-
ity L, emitted immediately after the β transition, is

_dB-u »· h

(20)
As seen from the formulas, experiments on β tran-

sitions of the Gamow-Teller type give exactly the same
information concerning the constants as measurements
of the polarization of the electrons of the β decay. In
the case of mixed β transitions, the correlation coeffi-
cient A includes a new combination of constants, con-
taining the interference of the Fermi and Gamow-
Teller terms.

J + CyC\ - CsCf - CBC'T) .

The Gamow-Teller β transitions have been well in-
vestigated by the method of the β γ (circular) correla-
tion (see Table VII).

The most accurate are the experimental data for
Co60, which yield for A the value

(2 Re (CACZ - CTCT*))I\ GGT \*=+l .005 ± 0.054, (21)

which does not contradict the data on the polarization
of the electrons in Co6 0.

There are at present no experiments on the βγ (cir-
cular) correlation in mixed β transitions between ana-
log states. However, the Wu experiment in its direct
modification has been performed for the neutron, Ne19,
and Ar35 (see Table VIE).

If we use these data, estimates of A Q T from experi-

Table VH. Experimental data on β γ correlations in
Gamow-Teller transitions

Element

N a 2 2

A128
Μη5·
Co·»
Nb«

3+(
3+(
3+(
5+(
*/*>

Transition

B+)2+
I") 2+
|-)2+
l-)4+

(β-)7

(γ)0+
(V)0+
(ϊ)2 +

/2

+(Y)6/

Α ί τ - corr

0.377±0.046
—0.315±0.024

-0.27±0.02
—0.335±0.018
—0.49±0.08
—0.56+0.09

Α

1 . 1 3 1 ± 0 . 1 4 4
0 . 9 4 5 ± 0 . 0 7 2

0 . 8 0 ± 0 . 0 6
1 . 0 0 5 ± 0 . 0 5 4

0 . 9 8 ± 0 . 1 6
1 . 1 2 ± 0 . 1 8

Reference

45
4β

47

48

49

50

Table Vm. Experimental data on the Wu experiment in
mirror β transitions (je correlation)

Element

ni
Nei»
Ar35

Transition

Vi*»-)1/.1·
ν2

+(β+) v2

+

»/2

+(β+)3/2

+

Aexp

—0.11+0.02
—0.033±0.002

+0.16±0.04

A

+0.165+0.03
—0.050±0.003

+0.40±0 10

Reference

ai
S3,63

58
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ments in Gamow-Teller transitions, and also data on
the ratios of the matrix elements of the Fermi and
Gamow-Teller type from ft (Table I), then we can es-
timate experimentally the quantity

- CSCT' - C'SC*T)I\ G , | • | G G T |.

( 2 2 )

T a b l e I X . E x p e r i m e n t a l d a t a o n ]eu c o r r e l a t i o n s

K = Re(CrC

We then obtain for the neutron

K= -0.95 ±0.06,

assuming that Μς^τ/Μρ = + /3~. For Ne19 we obtain the
somewhat less accurate value

K= —0.96±0.13,

If we assume that M Q T / M F < 0, with the main error
occurring in f t e x p.

In the case of Ar35, the errors in A e X p and ftexp are
too large to yield a reasonable value of K.

f) Experiments on the measurement of neutrino
polarization

In experiments of this type one measures the angular
correlation between the polarization of the nucleus in
the initial (or final) state and the neutrino emission di-
rection, and by the same token one measures the helic-
ity of the neutrino (antineutrino) in the β decay. These
experiments have been realized by now for Eu1 5 2, the
neutron, and Ne1 9. They yield information concerning
the quantity

Β •-= [- &ilh Viiih+l)2 Be(CVCA* + CVC*A + CSC? + C'aC¥)MFMGT.

± 2 Re (CAC'A* + CTC'T*) | MQT |2]/| G, |21 MF |2 +1GGT I
21MGT f

In the case of Eu 1 5 2 (transition 0"(K)l"), there oc-
curs Κ capture with emission of a neutrino. If the neu-
trino is polarized, the produced nucleus is also polar-
ized. The polarization of the final state is measured
from the polarization of the succeeding y quanta by the
method of resonant scattering by Hg152 with subsequent
detection of their circular polarization. c M ] The experi-
ment yields

2 Re (CACA· + CTCr*)/| GGT | s = 0.80 ± 0.30, ( 2 4 )

i . e . , t h e n e u t r i n o i s a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y p o l a r i z e d i n a

direction opposite to the motion. In the case of the neu-
tron, the β transition is mixed. An experiment per-
formed by Novey1513 of the Argonne Laboratory yielded

A= +0.88 + 0.15.

Using the data of the matrix elements (Table I) and
the result of the experiments with Eu152, we obtain

L = Ke{CvCA* + CvC\ + C8Cf + CSC%)I\G],\.\GUT\= -1.01 ±0.69. .„ >

(25)
A similar experiment was recently performed with

N e 1 9 . [ 5 7 ] It yielded A = -0.90 ± 0.13, which yields for
L the value -1.02 ±0.72.

Experiments of this type complete the group of the
simplest β decay experiments performed presently and
containing not more than two simultaneously measured
quantities. Taken together, they yield information on 11
independent quadratic combinations of the constants Cj
and Ci, and in particular, make it possible to determine
uniquely the constants under the assumption that they
are real.

Element

ni

Ne»

Transition

ι/2Μβ+)ν2

+

Dexp

0,00±0.15
0.04±0.05
0.01±0,01

0.002±0.0i4

Refer-
ence

fil
51,55
se
57

In t h e c a s e of complex Ci and C j , however, th i s in-
format ion i s insufficient and it i s n e c e s s a r y to inves t i-
gate m o r e complicated t r i p l e c o r r e l a t i o n s , in which one
m e a s u r e s s imultaneously t h r e e quant i t ies , say two m o -
menta and the polar izat ion.

At the p r e s e n t t i m e only two such e x p e r i m e n t s w e r e
p e r f o r m e d : t r i p l e c o r r e l a t i o n s of the jev and of the
j i e j 2 types ( see Table I I ) .

g) jev correlation

E x p e r i m e n t s of th i s type have been r e a l i z e d at p r e s -
ent on the neutron and Ne 9. The exper imenta l ly inves t i-
gated quantity was the a s y m m e t r y coefficient for the
term of the type ( v / c ) ( J / | J | ) [ p e x p J / l p e l ' l p , / | :

2Im( -CV CA) \MF \-\MOT (26)

The r e s u l t s a r e given in Table IX. They yield the
quantity of i n t e r e s t to us

Im (CSC3·-CVC'A + C£Cf - CVCA*)I\ GF |.| GGT | = 0.022 ± 0.022. (27)

This r e s u l t m a k e s u s e of the e x p e r i m e n t a l data on D,
r e c e n t l y obtained by the group of B. G. E r o z o l i m s k n . c 5 e ]

If we u s e the data on N e 1 9 , then we obtain the s o m e -
what l e s s a c c u r a t e value 0.007 ± 0.058, which does not
contradict the r e s u l t s for the neutron.

h) ji e j 2 correlation

To m e a s u r e such a c o r r e l a t i o n , they used in [ 5 0 ] a
procedure involving the investigation of the angular dis-
tribution of the γ quanta accompanying the β decay of
a polarized nucleus, relative to the direction of emis-
sion of the β electrons. The investigated β decay was
that of Mn52: 6+ (/3+)6+( Ύι) 4+ x (y2) 2+ (y3) 0+. The corre-
lation coefficient of the term of the type j[ p e χ ρ „ ]
χ (jpy) was investigated; this coefficient contains the
following combination of constants Ci and matrix ele-
ments:

Im (C\CV 'S - C-T'CS) MGT MFI\ G,
+ \GGT\*\MGT\K

(28)

The β transition of Mn52 is not a β transition of the
analog type, so that the ratio of the matrix elements
M G T / M F cannot be obtained from the experimental data
on ft and enters the experiment as a parameter. The
authors formulate the results of the measurements, in-
troducing the average phase shift of the constants of the
Fermi and Gamow-Teller type from a relation equiva-
lent to the following:

(CACV + CA'CV - C>TCS - CT'CS) MGTMF = <;« | GF \ • | G0T \ • | Mw \ • \ MGT j .

T h e a g g r e g a t e o f t h e e x p e r i m e n t s p e r f o r m e d b y t h e

authors (the Wu experiment, βγ correlation, and βγ cor-
relation from an oriented nucleus) yields the region of
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FIG. 2. Region of admissible values of the parameters in the analy-
sis of the βγ correlation in Mn 5 2.

admissible values of the angle θ as a function of | a |
(see Fig. 2), where

\a\ = \GF\-\MF\l\GUT\.\MGT\.

Assuming that the matrix elements Mp and
are real, we find that the quantity
ΛΓ = Im (C'ACy + CJCV - CWs - CT*CS)I\ GF \ · | GGT \

= sin θ (MFI\ MF |) (ΜατΙ\ Μ0τ \)

lies within the angle interval 160° < θ < 240°. The rela-
tive sign of the matrix elements, from the data on βγ
correlation, is positive. Thus, the indicated quantity
lies in the range

-0.85<./V< +0.65. (29)

The set of experiments a)-h) accounts for all the
experiments on the complete experiment in β decay,
realized at the present time, and requiring no model
estimates of the nuclear matrix elements for their
analysis.

To complete the general picture, however, mention
must also be made of two other important types of ex-
periments, which are essentially connected with such
estimates but yield interesting information on the Ham-
iltonian of the β interaction. These are the investiga-
tion of 0+-0~ transitions and the investigation of RaE.

The study of 0+-0~ transitions (spectrum and polari-
zation of the electrons) gives information on the possi-
ble contribution of the pseudoscalar variant to the Ham-
iltonian (1). In particular, at the present time the
0+-0~ transition in Pr 1 4 4 has yielded the es t imate" 2 3

I CPICA I < 5.

A study of the spectrum and of the polarization of
the electrons of RaE apparently offers an interesting
possibility of estimating the relative phase shift of the
constants C and C , using the effect of mutual cancel-
lation of the main matrix elements. Such a cancellation
should lead to a strong sensitivity of the spectrum and
of the correlation characteristics of RaE to small
changes of the relative phase shift of the constants, and
the experimental characteristics will depend on this
phase shift and on the nuclear matrix elements. An
analysis of the data on RaE make it possible to con-
clude that in (VA) two-component theory the relative
phase shift of the constants Cy and C A is smaller than
6°, which does not contradict the data on allowed transi-
tions.

As already indicated, both experiments give informa-
tion whose interpretation calls for the use of definite

ideas concerning the structure of the nucleus. Follow-
ing the general tendency of the present article to avoid
the use of model considerations, we confine ourselves
to an indication of the results of these experiments, but
we shall not use them in the analysis of the complete
experiments. They are described in greater detail, for
example, in the reviews. 1 3 2 ' 7 2 ] A number of other ex-
periments, not connected with the organization of the
complete experiments, are reported in the article by
Wu [ 7 4 ! (see also [ 7 5 : i ) .

2. ANALYSIS OF THE EXPERIMENTAL DATA
ON THE COMPLETE EXPERIMENT

As already indicated, the general organization of the
complete experiment on β decay should afford, in prin-
ciple, a possibility of determining 15 of the 16 param-
eters Ci and C{ in the Hamiltonian (1). Such a com-
plete experiment calls for the organization of 15 inde-
pendent experiments, of which only 13 were performed
to data, and some of them, as will be shown, call for
considerable improvement. The 16th parameter, which
is not determined in pure β decay experiments, corre-
sponds to the general phase of the Hamiltonian of the
weak interaction, which can be determined only relative
to some other type of interaction and in experiments in
which interference takes place between the weak inter-
action and the chosen one. An example of such an ex-
periment is the investigation of the weak scattering of
nucleons, which interferes with their strong interaction.

Leaving aside the question of the relative phase shift
of the weak interaction on the whole, we can state, how-
ever, that at the present time the general organization of
a complete experiment consisting of 15 independent ex-
periments has not yet been realized.

Besides such an organization of the complete experi-
ment, which is aimed at an experimental determination
of all the parameters Ĉ  and Cj , there is also another
possible formulation of the problem, which we shall call
the limited complete experiment. In this case, an addi-
tional ^imitation is imposed a priori on the constants C^
and Cj; this limitation is the consequence of one or sev-
eral additional hypotheses that do not contradict the
complete experiment. An experimental analysis of the
complete experiments of this type makes it possible to
carry out an additional refinement of the experimental
limits of the quantities C{ and Cj. Naturally, any con-
tradiction in the interpretation of the data on the limited
complete experiment would make it obligatory to review
the limiting theoretical hypothesis.

Thus, there are different types of the limited com-
plete experiment, which depend in principle on the
structure of the proposed theory of β interaction.

The modern theory of weak interaction regards β de-
cay of nucleons as one of the particular processes of
the lepton-hadron type with strangeness conservation
(AS = 0). To construct the effective Hamiltonian of such
a process it is convenient to start from the simplest
processes of the lepton-lepton type, basic among which
is the μ-e decay. It is assumed that the Hamiltonian
of the μ-e decay has the V-A form:

Ή = (G/K2);[lVtvr(l + ν*) Ψ3Ι [ Ψ Λ ( l + γ5) ^il, (30)

with a u n i v e r s a l constant G = G'^ ' . If p a r t i c l e s 3 and 4

a r e not leptons but hadrons, the s t r o n g i n t e r a c t i o n of
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these par t ic le s can violate the V-A form, changing the
relat ive weights and phases of the V and A var iants, but
the common (V, A) form of the Hamiltonian r e m a i n s the
s a m e . Moreover, the absolute constant G for the had-
r o n - l e p t o n p r o c e s s e s no longer coincides with the uni-
v e r s a l constant G ( i X \ Its change i s determined by the
Cabbibo parameter θ ο , ί 3 7 : so that for processes pro-
ceeding without a change of strangeness (AS = 0) we
have

G = G("> cos θ0,

and for processes with change of strangeness (AS = 1)

G = G("> sin θ0. (32)

Thus, in the case of β decay the predicted Hamil-
tonian form i s

H, = {Gw cos θ0/1^2) [Ψ47μ!(1 + λγ5) Ψ3] [Ψ2γμ (1 + γ5) Ψ.], (33)

and contains two experimental p a r a m e t e r s , G =
χ cos θ0 and λ = G Q T / G F · (We note that the p a r a m e t e r
λ can also be obtained theoretically.1 6 8 3) The complete
experiment reduces in this case to two experiments
aimed at determining these parameters.

It is possible, however, to obtain the Hamiltonian
(33) without directly using the theory of universal weak
interaction, which imposes on the general form of the
Hamiltonian (1) additional limitations with respect to
the constants C^ and C^. Each of these limitations
corresponds to a certain theoretical hypothesis on which
the universal weak-interaction theory is based. Usually
three such hypotheses are assumed:

1) the hypothesis of the V, A form of the weak inter-
action;

2) the hypothesis of a two-component neutrino;
3) the hypothesis of conservation of combined (CP)

parity.
Each of these hypotheses can be used independently

of the others and reduces the number of free parame-
ters of the Hamiltonian (1) to one-half. Simultaneous
utilization of all three leads to the form (33).

Such a subdivision of the theory into three fundamen-
tal hypotheses makes it possible to obtain different
types of limited complete experiments. Thus, using the
first hypothesis, we can arrive at a complete experi-
ment with seven parameters Cĵ  and C^ (four moduli
and three relative phases). Analogously, the limited
complete experiment using the second hypothesis has
seven parameters and that using the third has eight.
Stronger limitations, naturally, are also possible. In
such a formulation, the complete experiment on β de-
cay now requires not 15 experiments, but fewer, and
in many cases it has been realized by now. At the same
time, it is possible to carry out an independent analysis
of the validity of each of the foregoing hypotheses.

Let us analyze in detail each of the hypotheses, and
let us formulate them in terms of the parameters N,
θ , φ, and ψ, defined by the relations

Ck = Nk cos Qk exp [i<p C'k = Nk sin9ft exp [!ψ4],

-£, 0 < φ , ψ<2π. (34)

Such p a r a m e t e r s a r e m o r e convenient than C k and C^,
since different hypotheses a r e described in this case in
t e r m s of different p a r a m e t e r s .

1. V, A Interaction Hypothesis

According to this hypothesis, in a weak interaction,
and part icular ly in β decay of nucleons, only the V and
A var iants a r e real ized, so that

Ns = NT = NPS = 0. (35)

This hypothesis was f irst formulated in ι β 1 » 6 2 ] , and
is part icular ly a t t ract ive from the point of view of the-
ory because of the analogy that a r i s e s between weak in-
teract ions and electrodynamics . At the present t ime, it
is assumed to be valid for any weak p r o c e s s .

In view of this universality of this hypothesis, the ex-
perimental l imit s of i t s applicability can be obtained in
principle from any weak p r o c e s s by performing in it
the same complete experiment as in β decay.

In this paper, however, we shall consider only the
case of β decay. As to the other weak p r o c e s s e s , it
should be noted that until recently, no contradictions
were observed in the reduction of the different experi-
ments on the V and A theory, and the es t imates of the
possible contributions of other var iants give r e s u l t s
close to those for β decay. 1 7 3 · 1

The V, Α-interaction hypothesis can be verified with
two groups of the experiments of the complete experi-
ment. These a r e , first of al l , the aggregate of experi-
ments on the determination of the constants of the β de-
cay and of the experiments on ev corre lat ion (see
Sec. la , c). The experiments of this group depend only
on the p a r a m e t e r s N£, and their reduction, by giving
information on the constants G(P> and λ, yields s imul-
taneously information on the p a r a m e t e r s NJ |/Ny and
Nj·/ NJ^, making it possible to est imate the validity of
the hypothesis in question. The other group i s made up
of experiments on the F i e r z t e r m s (Sec. lb) . Unlike
the first group, they depend l inearly on the p a r a m e t e r s
N s / N y and Νχ/ΝΑ , and give a negative resu l t when the
la t ter vanish. However, in addition to these p a r a m e t e r s
they also contain other p a r a m e t e r s ( θ , φ , and ψ), mak-
ing their interpretat ion essentially ambiguous.

2. The Two-component Neutrino Hypothesis

This hypothesis was first introduced in c 6 3 > 6 4 ] , and
in t e r m s of (34') it takes the form

(36)

F o r t h e c o n s t a n t s C k a n d C£ i t c o r r e s p o n d s t o t h e

r e l a t i o n

Ck=+Ck. (37)

A t t e n t i o n m u s t b e c a l l e d t o t h e fac t t h a t i n p r a c t i c e

t h i s h y p o t h e s i s i n c l u d e s two r e l a t i o n s (36), t h e f i r s t of

which {φ = ψ) i s a par t of a more general requirement
that the combined parity be conserved, i .e. , the third
hypothesis, whereas the second (Θ = ff/4) is independent
of this re lat ion. In this sense, the assumption that the
hypothesis of the two-component neutrino is valid in-
cludes also the assumption of combined-parity conser-
vation in each individual variant of the β interaction.
It i s possible to forgo the two-component neutrino by
forgoing the condition θ = ?r/4 without violating CP p a r -
ity.

It i s convenient to combine all the effects connected
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with the v io la t ion of CP parity, and to ana lyze jointly

the e x p e r i m e n t s of the c o m p l e t e e x p e r i m e n t , by d e t e r -

min ing f i r s t of a l l the d e g r e e of the p o s s i b l e v io lat ion

of the condition θ = π/4, assuming that CP parity is
conserved. This group of experiments unifies the ex-
periments on the measurement of the polarization of the
electrons, experiments of the Wu type (je correlation)
and experiments on the measurement of the neutrino
polarization (see Sec. 1, d, e, f). As will be seen from
the analysis, estimates of the parameters θ depend
strongly on whether one considers the case of the com-
plete or limited complete experiment, in the sense of
the limitation in accordance with the first hypothesis
We note also that experiments do not yield any limita-
tions whatever on the parameters θ$ and θ χ .

3. CP-Parity Conservation

This hypothesis was proposed by L. D. Landau' 8 5 1

immediately after the discovery of spatial parity viola-
tion in weak interactions. The possibility of introducing
such a hypothesis follows directly from the Luders-
Pauli theorem, according to which a weak interaction
should be invariant against the product of the transfor-
mations of the charge conjugation (C), space reflection
(P), and time reflection (T). If there exists a violation
of spatial parity P, then it should be compensated in
the product of the transformations CPT in such a way
that CPT is conserved. Such a compensation can be ob-
tained by forgoing the invariance of the theory with re-
spect to charge conjugation C, but maintaining its invar-
iance with respect to time reflection. Then the theory
becomes invariant against the product of the transfor-
mations C and Ρ (combined parity).

As already noted, the violation of this hypothesis has
by now been observed in K°-meson decay. 1 6 9 ' 7 6 3 The
absolute magnitude of this violation, to be sure, is
small (~0.2%), but this fact undoubtedly calls for an in-
vestigation of the limits of the possibility of such a vio-
lation also in the case of β decay.

The condition of combined-parity conservation in β
decay leads to the requirement that all the constants of
the Hamiltonian (1) be real. In the simplest case of the
V-A variant of the theory, this corresponds to the fol-
lowing relation between the phases φ and ψ :

Φν — ΦΑ
 = = ^ ι Φν ==1 ^v» Ψν — Ψ Α

 == ?ϊ ΦΑ
 ==

 ΦΑ V 3 8 ί

t h r e e o f w h i c h a r e i n d e p e n d e n t . V i o l a t i o n o f C P p a r i t y

c o n s e r v a t i o n s h o u l d l e a d to v i o l a t i o n o f t h e s e r e l a t i o n s .

If w e t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e s m a l l n e s s o f t h e e x p e c t e d

e f f e c t « 1%), t h e n t w o t y p e s o f e x p e r i m e n t s s e n s i t i v e

t o s u c h v i o l a t i o n s a r e p o s s i b l e i n p r i n c i p l e .

In t h e e x p e r i m e n t s o f t h e f i r s t t y p e , t h e r e s u l t d e -

p e n d s l i n e a r l y o n t h e p o s s i b l e v i o l a t i o n s . S u c h e x p e r i -

m e n t s i n c l u d e e x p e r i m e n t s o n t h e t r i p l e c o r r e l a t i o n s

jev a n d j i e j 2 ( s e e S e c . l g , h ) . I n p r a c t i c e , t h e a c c u r a c y

n e e d e d f o r s u c h c o n c l u s i o n s i s p o s s e s s e d o n l y b y t h e

f o r m e r , t h e r e d u c t i o n o f w h i c h y i e l d s i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e

value of %(φγ - φ A + Ψν - ΦΑ), ϊ·β., on one linear com-
bination of three independent parameters. To investi-
gate the others it is necessary to resort to less accurate
experiments, which depend on the possible violations
not linearly but quadratically. These include experi-
ments on electron polarization and experiments of the

WU type in pure Fermi and Gamow-Teller β transi-
tions (Sees. Id, e), from which, as already indicated,
such information is obtained concerning the parameters
Θ.

All these experiments contain, besides the parame-
ters φ and ψ, also the parameters Ν and Θ, the esti-
mates of which depend, in particular, on the validity of
the preceding hypothesis. Consequently, estimates of
the validity of the combined-parity conservation hypoth-
esis are different in different formulations of the com-
plete experiment.

Proceeding now to a concrete analysis of the experi-
ments of the complete experiment and to estimates of
the parameters extracted from the experimental data,
we note that, in accordance with the classification of the
hypotheses, the experiments of the complete experiment
also break up into two groups.

It is convenient to include in the first group experi-
ments on the determination of the j3 decay constants
and the ev correlation (see Sees, la, c). They depend
only on the parameters Njj. and make it possible to ver-
ify the hypothesis of the V, A variant independently of
other hypotheses.

In the second group we can include experiments on
electron polarization, experiments of the je type, and
neutrino polarization (see Sec. Id, e, f). Besides the
parameters Njj, they depend on the parameters θ^ and
make it possible to verify the hypothesis of the neutrino
helicity. In addition, they depend quadratically on the
possible violations of CP parity and afford estimates,
albeit weak, of the parameters <pk — tp^ for the V and
A variants.

It is convenient to include in the third group experi-
ments on triple correlations jev and j iej 2 , which de-
pend linearly on CP violation (see Sec. lg, h).

Finally, the fourth group includes experiments on
the Fiert 's terms, which yield information on the con-
tributions of the S and Ρ variants (see Sec. lb), i.e.,
on the validity of the first hypothesis, which, however,
depends in principle on the assumptions concerning the
other parameters of these variants.

We now proceed to a concrete analysis of the experi-
ments of the total experiment in the indicated groups.

A. Experimental limits of the parameters % . Es-
timates of the parameters Njj may be obtained from ex-
periments of the first and fourth groups.

In the experiments of the first group, which include,
as already indicated, experiments on the determination
of the constants of the β decay and ev correlation, we
can obtain the value of the β decay constant G*̂  ' and
the parameters of the relative weights of the variants

Nfc-
The absolute value of the β decay constant

G(W = (1.4016 ± 0.0022)·10-ω erg-cm3 (39)

makes it possible to determine also the value of the
Cabbibo parameter

sin θο = 0.2095 ± 0.0086, (40)

which i s c l o s e to data on K j 3 d e c a y s ( A S = 1, V v a r i -

ant):

sinθο = 0.218 ±0.002.
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It should be noted, however, that the K f 2 decays (A3 = 1,
= 1, A variant) give another value: sin θ0 = 0.2655
± 0.006. The question of the reasons for this difference
is not clear at present. It can be explained partially as
being due to the influence of the electromagnetic cor-
rect ions . t 7 0 j

The parameters of the relative weight of the variants
are best analyzed in units in which

N% + Nv = i, (41)

corresponding to the definition of the absolute constant
G'£*' as a constant of a Fermi transition. We then ob-
tain from the experiments of the first group

1.40 ±0.06 Ci23,

Experience in the investigation of the V and A v a r i -
ants indicates f irst of all that the hypothesis of CP p a r -
ity conservation i s possible. This condition leads i m -
mediately to two possibi l i t ies for the S (T) variant, in
each of which a relation is obtained between the param-
eters N S / N V (N T /N A ) and 0g ( θ τ ) :

either

Or NB/NV | cos
= ο.01±ο.θ2,

= 0.01 ±0,02.

Analogously for the Τ variant

e i ther Φτ = Ψτ, NT/NA | COS ( θ τ - θ Α ) | = 0.02 ± 0 , 0 1 ,

or φ τ = ψτ + π, Λττ/ΛΓΑ | cos (ΘΓ + ΘΑ)| = 0.02 ±0.01.

If we now add also the assumption of the helicity of
the neutrino:

ψ- = 0.002 ± 0.004,

or

= 0.04 ±0.06. (42)

These estimates show that the hypothesis of the V, A
variant of the theory has been better verified at the
present time for the Gamow-Teller variant than for the
Fermi variant. The experiment limits the possible ad-
mixture of the tensor variant to ~4%, whereas the ad-
mixture of the scalar variant in the vector variant can
reach 40% within the limits of errors . Contemporary
experimental procedures apparently make it possible to
improve the estimate for the Fermi variants, so that
from the point of view of the direct verification of the
hypothesis of the V, A variant it is of interest to per-
form new experiments on ev correlation in β transi-
tions of the mirror type or of the type 0+-0+.

Another group of experiments that yield information
on the parameters Ng and Ντ are those which depend
on the combinations of constants of the Fermi-term
type. Two such experiments have by now been realized
(see Sec. lb). In terms of the parameters (34), they
yield the following relations:

{NsNr/(N% + Nr)} Vj {cos (9S - θν) [cos (<ps - <pv) + cos (ψ3 - ψΓ)]

[cos ( φ 5 — φ,,) — cos (ψ« — Ψν)]} = 0.01 ± 0.02,

(43)
s {cos (ΘΓ - ΘΑ) [cos ( φ τ - φ Α ) + cos (ψΓ - ψΑ)]

( φ τ - φ Λ ) —cos ( ψ τ - ψ Λ ) ] } = — 0 . 0 2 ± 0 . 0 1 .

The main feature of e x p e r i m e n t s of th i s group i s their
linear dependence on the parameters Ng and Νχ. How-
ever, inasmuch as these expressions contain, besides
these parameters, also other parameters of both the
V, A and the S, Τ variants, it is clear a priori that the
conclusions of the experiments of these groups will be
essentially ambiguous. The main reason for this ambi-
guity is the absence of experimental limitations on the
parameters θ, φ , and ψ of the S and Τ variants. The
only way out of this situation is to introduce additional
theoretical hypotheses concerning these parameters,
i.e., to change over to a limited complete experiment.
However, unlike in the V and A variants, where these
hypotheses are experimentally confirmed in experiments
of the other groups, arbitrary assumptions are possible
here a priori.

then we obtain the alternative

e i ther fa = Ψβ and NBINV = 0.01 ± 0.02, (44)

or <ps = i|)S + n a n d t h e r e a r e no l imi ta t ions on N g / N y .

Analogously for the Τ variant:

either <Pr = Ψτ and NT/NA = 0.02 ± 0.01, (45)
or φ τ = ψτ + π and there are no limitations on Νχ/Ν^·

In terms of Cjj and C^, the appearance of limita-
tions on the parameters Ng/Ny and Νχ/ΝΑ corre-
sponds to the case when

Cs=+CS, C'T=+CT.

Conversely, the condition

C's= — Cs, C'T = — CT

causes the Fierz terms to vanish automatically, regard-
less of the values of the parameters Ng and Νχ. Then
the neutrino in the S and Τ variants should be polarized
in the direction opposite to the direction, in which it is
polarized in the V and A variants.

Thus, if CP parity is conserved and the neutrino has
a helicity having the same sign for all variants, the ex-
periments on the Fierz terms give additional limita-
tions on the parameters Ns and Νχ:

NsINy = 0,01 ± 0,02, 7VT/JVA = 0.02 ± 0.01. (46)

This conclusion, however, cannot be regarded as unam-
biguous, since the neutrino helicity in the S and Τ var-
iants cannot be verified.

The considered experiments on the observation of
the Fierz terms are not the only possible experiments
that depend linearly on the parameters Ng and Νχ.
There exist in addition also other experiments of this
class, of the correlation type, which however have not
yet been realized. These include experiments on aj
correlation, which contain in principle combinations of
constants of the Fierz type (see Table II), and also ex-
periments on correlations of the type σρ^ and a jp e . All
these experiments call for a measurement of the elec-
tron polarization σ relative to the nuclear polarization
j or the neutrino momentum p^, which at present is a
complicated technical problem. For this reason, in par-
ticular, they have not yet been realized.

Before we proceed to the next groups of experiments,
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which yield limitations on the parameters θ, ψ, and φ ,
we make the following remark.

As already indicated, the parameters Njj enter in all
types of experiments, particularly in the case of the
complete experiment. Since the parameters Njj are
known with definite errors, it follows that in order to
be able to obtain any information at all from this exper-
iment concerning the other parameters, it is necessary
that its accuracy exceed the errors in the knowledge of
the combinations of the parameters Nfc which enter in
the formulas that determine the experimental value.
Otherwise the error in these experiments might be at-
tributed entirely to the errors in N^.

An examination of the experiments of the complete
experiment shows that some of them do not satisfy this
criterion and therefore, at the attained experimental ac-
curacy, they do not yield any new information whatever
concerning the parameters of the theory.

Thus, for example, owing to the low accuracy, exper-
iments on the jv correlation in Gamow-Teller transi-
tions yield no new information whatever compared with
experiments on electron polarization, since the experi-
mental accuracy for the quantity

Nv
cos ( φ ν - ψν) sin 29V —

2ReCTCr*/|GG T | s = [Ar!r/(iV|- + 7VA)]cos ( φ τ - ψ τ ) sin29T = - 0 . 0 9 ± 0 , 1 6

i s w o r s e t h a n t h e i n d e p e n d e n t e s t i m a t e s f o r t h e q u a n t i t y

Ν*Τ/(ΝΊ + Ν*Λ) = 0.002 ± 0.004.

A n a l o g o u s l y , o w i n g t o t h e i n s u f f i c i e n t a c c u r a c y , no new

i n f o r m a t i o n , c o m p a r e d w i t h j e c o r r e l a t i o n , i s o b t a i n e d

f r o m e x p e r i m e n t s o n jv c o r r e l a t i o n i n m i x e d t r a n s i -

t i o n s ( s e e S e c . If) o r e x p e r i m e n t s o n t r i p l e c o r r e l a t i o n

j i . e j 2 ( s e e S e c . l h ) . We n o t e t h a t f r o m now on w e s h a l l

u s e w e a k e r e s t i m a t e s for t h e p a r a m e t e r s N k (42), a n d

not t h e s t r o n g e r but a m b i g u o u s (46) .

T h u s , out of t h e s e v e n r e m a i n i n g e x p e r i m e n t s of t h e

c o m p l e t e e x p e r i m e n t , w h i c h do not b e l o n g t o t h e g r o u p

i n q u e s t i o n , w e c a n a c t u a l l y u s e o n l y f o u r f o r e s t i m a t e s

of the remaining parameters ψ, θ, and φ . It is clear
that in the best case it is possible to obtain from them
the parameters of the A and V variants, and the r e -
mainder cannot be obtained in principle.

B. Experimental limits of the parameters θγ and
θΑ· As already indicated, the parameters θ should be
estimated from the experiments of the second group.
Only three of these have sufficient accuracy at present,
namely experiments on electron polarization in Fermi
and Gamow-Teller transitions and the Wu experiments
for the mixed transitions. The Wu experiment in
Gamow-Teller transitions yields nothing new compared
with electron polarization, and experiments on \v cor-
relations are insufficiently accurate, as indicated above.
It should be noted that the main inaccuracy is connected
in the latter with the contribution of the Gamow-Teller
part, which affects considerably the reduction of the
data in mixed β transitions, in spite of the experimental
accuracy obtained in them.

In the case of the complete experiment, the reduction
of the three indicated experiments leads to the relations

r cos ( φ τ — ψτ) sin 2ΘΤ = 0.99 ±0.02,

ΝΑΝν

-i- cos (<j>s — ψ8) sin 29 s = 0.85 ± 0 . 1 8 ,

Vv

= {sin (9V + ΘΑ) [cos (φν — ψΑ) +

(47)

Jl__
2 VNI + NYVNT + NA

+ cos (ψν — φ Α ) ] + sin (9V — ΘΑ) [cos ( φ ν — ψΑ) — cos (ψν — φΑ)]} —

— Ύ ,Γ . Ν Ί Λ . { s in (9S + θτ) [COS (<ps — ψτ) +

V ffs + N\r V NT + NA

-f cos (ψ8 — φ τ ) ] + sin (θ« — θ τ) [cos ( φ 8 — ψτ) — cos (ifc — φτ)]} =

= - 0 . 9 5 ± 0 . 1 4 ,

or, if we use the estimates (42) of the parameters Ν

cos ( φ Α — ψΑ) sin 29A — (0,002 ± 0,004) cos ( φ τ — ψτ) sin 2ΘΤ =

= 1.00 ± 0 . 0 2 ,

cos ( φ ν — ψν) sin 2θ ν — (0 ± 0,17) cos ( φ 8 — ψ8) sin 29S =

= 0.85 ± 0 . 3 8 ,

V2 {sin (θν + 9A) [cos ( φ ν — ψΑ) + cos (ψν — φ Α )) + sin (θ ν — ΘΑ) χ

χ [cos (φν - ψΑ) - cos (ψν - φΑ)]} — (0 ± 0.09) V2 {sin (9S + θ τ) χ

Χ [cos ( φ 8 — ψ;,.) + cos (ψ8 — φ τ ) ] + sin (9s — θτ) Χ

Χ [cos(<ps — ψΓ) — costys — φ τ ) ] } = —0.95±0,23.

(48)

A s s e e n f r o m t h e s e r e l a t i o n s , t h e e x p e r i m e n t d o e s

n o t m a k e i t p o s s i b l e t o d r a w a n y c o n c l u s i o n s w h a t e v e r

on the terms containing the parameters of the S and Τ
variants, since in all cases their contribution lies within
the experimental error. Thus, the only information that
can be obtained from them is information on the param-
eters of the A and V variants.

As noted above, it is convenient to investigate the
experimental limits of the parameters θ under the as-
sumption that CP parity is conserved, i.e., by changing
over to the complete experiment limited in accordance
with the third hypothesis, according to which Eqs. (38)
are satisfied.

Under this assumption, the relations (48) take the
form

sin 29A = 1.00 ±0,03,
sin 29v = 0.85 ±0.55,

whence we obtain for the parameters ΘΑ, V the limits

8.5 ο <θν<81.5°, 37°<Θ Λ <53°. (49)

I n a d d i t i o n t o l i m i t a t i o n s of t h e c o m p l e t e e x p e r i m e n t

i n a c c o r d a n c e wi th t h e C P - p a r i t y h y p o t h e s i s , i t i s p o s -

s i b l e t o h a v e a n e v e n s t r o n g e r a d d i t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n i n

a c c o r d a n c e wi th t h e h y p o t h e s i s (35). N a t u r a l l y , i n t h i s

c a s e t h e e r r o r s d e c r e a s e a n d t h e l i m i t s of t h e p a r a m -

e t e r s a r e a s f o l l o w s :

2 1 ° < θ ν < 6 9 ° , 38°<ΘΑ<52°, (50)

T h e o b t a i n e d e s t i m a t e s s h o w t h a t i n t h e c a s e of t h e

V v a r i a n t t h e e r r o r s ( in p h a s e ) a r e l a r g e r by two —

t h r e e t i m e s t h a n i n t h e c a s e of t h e A v a r i a n t . T h e e r -

r o r s d e c r e a s e s t r o n g l y o n g o i n g o v e r f r o m t h e g e n e r a l

t h e o r y t o t h e V, A v a r i a n t . T h e n e u t r i n o h e l i c i t y h y -

p o t h e s i s i s t h u s s a t i s f i e d w i t h a c c u r a c y ( in p h a s e )

± (24-36)° for t h e V v a r i a n t a n d ± ( 7 - 8 ) ° for t h e A v a r -

i a n t . W e s e e t h a t f u r t h e r v e r i f i c a t i o n of t h i s h y p o t h e s i s

c a l l s f o r r e f i n e m e n t of t h e e x p e r i m e n t s on t h e e l e c t r o n

p o l a r i z a t i o n , p r i m a r i l y i n t h e c a s e s of 0 + - 0 T a n d m i x e d

mirror β transitions.
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C. Experimental estimates of CP-parity conserva-
tion. The estimates of the possible limits of violation
of combined parity require in the general case a verifi-
cation of three independent relations of type (38). These
can be obtained in principle either in the experiments of
the third group on triple correlations (first-order ef-
fects) or in experiments of the second group (second-
order effects). Since the only third-group experiments
with sufficient accuracy are those on jeu correlation,
and yield only one parameter, the use of second-order
effects is unavoidable for the time being.

Let us consider first the analysis of the experiment
on jeu correlation. We obtain for it, in the case of the
complete experiment, the relation

Table X. Analysis of experiments of the third group

4 <cos ( θ ν - ΘΑ> ( s i n (<pv - fA s i n ^v -

+ cos (θν + ΘΑ) [sin ( φ ν — φ Α ) — sin (ψ^ — φ Α )[) —

• γ {cos (θβ — ΘΓ) [sin (<ps — φ τ ) + sin (ψ8 — φ τ ) ]

+ cos (6S + θτ) [sin ( φ 8 — φ Γ ) — sin ( φ δ — ψτ)1} = 0.022 ± 0.022

(51)
o r , if w e e s t i m a t e t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h e s e c o n d t e r m

i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h (42),

Vi {cos φ ν — θ A ) [sin ( φ ν — φ Α) + sin (ψν — ΦΛ) )

_i_ cos (θν ~\~ Θ_Α) [sin {ψν — ΦΛ) — sin (ψν — ΨΑ)]} ~ 0*022 ± 0.11.
(52)

We s e e f r o m t h i s i m m e d i a t e l y t h e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g

f e a t u r e s of t h e e f f e c t s of f i r s t o r d e r i n C P - p a r i t y v i o -

l a t i o n . I n d e e d , p u t t i n g

w e r e a d i l y o b t a i n t h e p r e c e d i n g r e l a t i o n i n t h e f o r m

Δφ cos θν cos ΘΑ + Δψ sin θ ν sin ΘΑ = 0,02 ± 0.11,

w h i c h i n t h e c a s e w h e n t h e t w o - c o m p o n e n t n e u t r i n o h y -

p o t h e s i s i s s a t i s f i e d g o e s o v e r into t h e r e l a t i o n

, - Ψ Λ ) - « = 0 . 0 2 ± 0 . 1 1 . (53)

T h u s , a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e j e y c o r r e l a t i o n m a k e s

i t p o s s i b l e to o b t a i n e s t i m a t e s for q u a n t i t i e s of t h e t y p e

ν^Ιφν — ΨΑ + Φν ~ ΦΑ)· ^ η the case of a maximally
limited experiment, this yields the relation

In other types of the complete experiment, with
weaker limitations, these estimates naturally become
much worse, and depend most strongly on the extent to
which the hypothesis on the V, A variant is satisfied. It
is convenient to introduce the reduction of the experi-
ment on \ev correlation together with the reduction of
the experiments on je correlation in mixed mirror β
transitions. The latter pertains to second-order effects
and yields information on a quantity of the type
1/ζ{ψν — Ψ Α + Φν — Φ A), SO that jointly they make it
possible to determine separately the two relative phases
Ψν ~ Ψ A a n d Φν — Φ Α· The results of such an analysis
in different types of complete experiments are given in
Table X, where on the left side are indicated the limit-
ing theoretical hypotheses of the experiment of the giv-
en type.

Let us proceed to the experiments of the second
group. It is possible to find from them the limits of the
parameters φγ — ψγ and φρ^ — ψ^. The accuracy with

^~^\^^ Hypothesis

Parameter ^ ^ ^ ^

None
S, Τφϋ φ = ψ

θ = π/4

r α> = ψ -ι
| 8 = π / 4 }

None
S, Τ = 0 φ = ψ

θ = π/4

î  δ = 1/4 )

Vl [Φν - ΦΑ - Φ ν +
+ * Α 1 · d e g

π±67
η

π±52

π

π±56
π

π±36

π

Va [ φ γ — ΦΑ + * y —
- Ψ Α ] . deg

5 ± 3 7
4 ± 3 6

2 , 5 + 1 0

2 + 9 . 5

3 . 7 + 3 . 7
3 . 5 ± 3 . 5

1 . 5 + 1 . 5

1 . 5 + 1 . 5

w h i c h t h e s e p a r a m e t e r s a r e d e t e r m i n e d i s l o w , s i n c e

t h e e f f e c t i s q u a d r a t i c i n t h e d e v i a t i o n o f t h e s e q u a n t i -

t i e s f r o m z e r o . I n d e e d , i n t h e c o m p l e t e e x p e r i m e n t t h e

e l e c t r o n p o l a r i z a t i o n i s d e t e r m i n e d b y f o r m u l a s ( 4 8 ) ,

w h i c h y i e l d t h e r e l a t i o n s

sin 29Acos ( φ Α — ψΑ) = 1,00 ± 0.03,

sin 2θ ν cos (φν —φν) = 0.85 ± 0.55,

which depend quadratically on φ - ψ. The situation is
similar also in the case of the experiment on je corre-
lation in mixed transitions, mentioned above in connec-
tion with the analysis of the je^ correlation. It is seen
from (47) that it contains likewise only the cosines of
the relative phases.

It is now easy to obtain estimates for the quantities
φ — φ themselves:

— 7 3 ° < φ ν — φν<73° , — — ψ Α < 1 5 ° . (55)

T h e s e e s t i m a t e s c o r r e s p o n d to the c a s e of the c o m p l e t e

e x p e r i m e n t .

In t h e c a s e of the m a x i m a l l i m i t a t i o n (V, A t h e o r y

with t w o - c o m p o n e n t neutr ino) we obta in

- 4 8 ° < φ ν - ψ ν < 4 8 ° , - 1 3 ° < φ Α - φ Α < 1 3 ° . (56)

O t h e r p o s s i b l e c a s e s of t h e u s e of t h e l i m i t e d c o m p l e t e

experiments for the estimate of the parameters φ — φ
are gathered in Table XI together with estimates of the
limits of the parameters θ γ and θ^, which are ex-
tracted, as indicated, from an analysis of the same ex-
periments of the second group. As follows from the ta-
ble, the deviations in the relative phases of C^ and C^
can reach, within the limits of experimental errors,
10° for the A variant and 40° for the V variant.

On the whole, combining the experimental data from
both groups, we find that even in the case of the maxi-
mally limited complete experiment modern estimates
yield
φ ν - ψ ν - 0 ± 4 8 ° , <pA — Ψ Α = 0 ± 1 3 ° , V2(<jv- φ Α + ψ ν - ψ Α ) = π ± 2 ° ,

(57)
s o t h a t w e o b t a i n f o r t h e r e l a t i v e p h a s e s of t h e V a n d
A v a r i a n t s , w h i c h a r e of g r e a t e s t i n t e r e s t f r o m t h e
p o i n t of v i e w of t h e t h e o r y ,

ψν — φ Α = π ± 3 1 ° — ψ Α = IT ± 31°. (58)

T h i s s i t u a t i o n i s d u e e n t i r e l y t o t h e f a c t t h a t t o d e -

r i v e t h e r e l a t i v e p h a s e s of t h e V a n d A v a r i a n t s i t i s
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Table XL Analysis of experiments of the second group

^ \ ^ ^ Hypothesis

Parameter ^^^-^^

None
S, T--h() CP

θ = π/4

None
S, T = (l CP

θ = π/4

Θγ, deg

π/4±26
π/4+36

π/4

π/4+24
11/4+24

π/4

deg

0+49
0

0±73

0±48
0

0±48

π/4+8
π/4+8

π/4

π/4+6.5
π/4±6.5

π/4

" Α - * Α ·

d e g

0 + 1 9

0

0 ± 1 5

0 + 1 3

0

0 + 1 3

is confirmed by estimates of the contributions of the S
and Τ variants. The experiments of the first group
show that

n e c e s s a r y t o u s e n o t o n l y e f f e c t s o f f i r s t o r d e r i n C P -

p a r i t y v i o l a t i o n , b u t t h e u s e o f s e c o n d - o r d e r e f f e c t s

w a s a l s o u n a v o i d a b l e . T h e n t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l a c c u r a c y

o f t h e p a r a m e t e r s i s g r e a t l y l o w e r e d b y t h e i n f l u e n c e o f

t h e e r r o r s o f t h e " p o o r " e x p e r i m e n t s . *

T h u s , i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e p r o b l e m o f C P p a r i t y i n

β decay, the question arises of organizing new types of
experiments, linear in this violation, and also the ques-
tion of refining, in principle, the limits of the relative
phase shifts of the constants Cjj and Ck in second-order
experiments.

In the former case interest undoubtedly attaches to
an investigation of the correlation of the type jiej2 in
mirror or analog mixed transitions. Such a correlation
includes a different combination of constants than jev
correlation, and this should yield new information on
the relative phase shifts of the V and A variants.

In the second approach, while remaining within the
framework of the described experiments, it is neces-
sary first to increase radically the accuracy of the ex-
periments on electron polarization, especially in 0*-0*
transitions. It should be noted, however, that inasmuch
as the expected effects on combined-parity violation are
smaller than 10 " 2 , one can hardly expect any effects in
experiments of this type without an accuracy of 10" 4-
10"5, which is hardly attainable at present. Much great-
er interest attaches apparently to searches for effects
that depend linearly on φ ^ - ψ^.

Summarizing the analysis of the complete experi-
ment, let us list briefly the conclusions.

1. Experiments of the first three groups (8 out of
13) make it possible to estimate within the framework
of the complete experiment, without introducing any lim-
iting theoretical hypotheses, all the parameters of the
V and A variants of the interaction. In the case of S
and Τ variants, they give only limitations on the pa-
rameters Ns and Ν-ρ, without imposing any limitations
on the remaining parameters of these variants.

2. An analysis of the experimental data confirms the
following three fundamental theoretical hypotheses:
1) the V, A form of the interaction, 2) the two-compo-
nent character of the neutrino; 3) the conservation of
combined parity in weak interactions.

Let us present experimental estimates of the feasi-
bility of each of the hypotheses.

3. The hypothesis of the V, A form of the interaction

ΝτΙΝΑ = 0.04 ± 0 . 0 6 .

T o i m p r o v e t h e s e e s t i m a t e s it i s n e c e s s a r y to c a r r y

out f i r s t of a l l new e x p e r i m e n t s on the ev c o r r e l a t i o n

in 0* -0* or mixed mirror or analog β transitions.
Another but nonunique way of analyzing these param-

eters is to investigate the Fierz terms or to study
fundamentally new types of correlations, namely σ], σ ν,
etc., which contain the electron spin σ. An analysis of
these types of experiments on the basis of the assump-
tion that Cg = +Cs and Cx = +Ορ makes it possible to
refine the estimates of the contributions of the S and Τ
variants: Ns/Ny = 0.01 ± 0,02, Νχ/ΝΑ = 0.02 ± 0.01.
In the case when Cfe = -Cg and Cx = - C x , experiments
of this type will give a negative result regardless of the
values of the contributions of the S and Τ variants.

From the point of view of the investigation of the
Fiert 's terms, it is of interest to study ft in Al23 and
Cm, and also to refine the experiments in Gamow-Teller
β transitions.

4. An analysis of the feasibility of the hypothesis of
the two-component character of the neutrino depends
essentially on additional theoretical assumptions. Ex-
perimental estimates in the best case give for the pa-
rameters the values

r = -£-±24°, θ ν = - £ - ± 7 .

An additional re f inement i s n e c e s s a r y p r i m a r i l y for

the V var iant, and c a l l s for i m p r o v e m e n t of the e x p e r -

i m e n t f rom e l e c t r o n (positron) po lar izat ion in 0 + - 0 + or

in m i r r o r j3 t r a n s i t i o n s . In G a m o w - T e l l e r t r a n s i t i o n s ,

b e s i d e s the po lar i zat ion of the e l e c t r o n s it i s p o s s i b l e

to study the je, ]v, or β γ (circular) correlation.
5. The hypothesis of combined parity (CP) conserva-

tion in weak interactions calls for the verification of at
least three parameters in experiments of the second
and third groups, which are quadratic or linear in the
deviations. An analysis of the experiments depends
strongly on additional theoretical assumptions and yields
in the best case

*A similar situation is noted in [71] for μ-e decay, where in the

limited variant of the V, A theory with a two-component neutrino (φ^ =

ΊΆ><Ρν= Ψ ν) a n estimate Ι<#Ά~¥Άΐ ^ 1 6° w a s obtained.

The e x i s t i n g e s t i m a t e s thus do not make it p o s s i b l e to

ver i fy the v io lat ion of the C P parity and r e q u i r e c o n s i d -

e r a b l e i m p r o v e m e n t . Such a n i m p r o v e m e n t can be

r e a c h e d , f i r s t , by organ iz ing new t y p e s of e x p e r i m e n t s

on t r ip le c o r r e l a t i o n s , for e x a m p l e j ieJ2 c o r r e l a t i o n in

analog or mirror β transitions.
It is also of interest to improve the experiments on

the polarization of the electrons in 0+ -0 + or mirror
transitions, and also searches for new experiments that
are linear in the parameter φ - ψ—the relative phase
shift of the constants Cjj and C^ of the same variant of
the interaction.

6. At the present time in j3 decay there has actually
been realized only a limited complete experiment with
an additional assumption concerning the V, A variant
of the interaction, which depends on seven parameters:
four moduli of the constants Cy, Cy, CA» and CA, and
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three of their relative phase shifts and also a limited
complete experiment with assumed CP conservation,
depending on eight real parameters Ck and C^· The
realization of the classical complete experiment would
require not only refinement of all the already realized
experiments, but also an organization of new types of
experiments, for example σ], au, j iej 2 > and aje.

In this sense, the general situation with the realiza-
tion of the complete experiment in β decay turns out to
be analogous to the situation in μ —e decay, where, ac-
cording to the analysis of I. I. Gurevich and B. A. Ni-
kol'skil, it is possible at present to realize only a lim-
ited complete experiment, for example of the V, A
type . c 7 1 j The realization of the complete experiment in
the μ- e decay also calls for organization of new types
of experiments—with detection of the decay neutrinos.

The author is sincerely grateful to D. P. Grechukhin,
I. I. Gurevich, and I. S. Shapiro for valuable remarks.
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