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INTRODUCTION homogeneity moves and spreads in such a way that
_ , the electron and ion concentrations in it are prac-
J.HE development in a plasma of electric and mag- tically equal. The internal electric field exerts in
netic fields that exert a strong and frequently decisive this case a strong influence on the motion of the in-
influence on its motion is a fundamental feature of homogeneity as a whole, giving rise to electric cur-
plasma dynamics, distinguishing it from the dynamics rents that produce an internal magnetic field, which
of neutral gases. This feature becomes manifest to in turn can exert a strong influence. The net result
the fullest degree in the motion and spreading of is that it is precisely the internal fields which deter-
macroscopic inhomogeneous formations, i.e., plasma mine the velocity of the overall motion of the inhomo-
inhomogeneities. Indeed, owing to the difference be- geneity, and the rate and the character of its spread-
tween the diffusion and drift velocities of the elec- ing.
trons and ions, the electronic and ionic components To describe motions in a plasma, under conditions
of the inhomogeneities always tend to separate. This when the dimension of the inhomogeneities are much
gives rise to an uncompensated electric charge, which larger than the particle mean free paths, it is neces-
produces an internal electric field. The latter retards sary to c<©ider the system of hydrodynamic equa-
the fast particles and accelerates the slow ones, thus tions for all the plasma components (electrons, ions,
hindering the charge separation. As a result, the in- neutral molecules) jointly with Maxwell's equations
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for the field. In the general formulation, these equa-
tions encompass an exceedingly broad region of
plasma dynamics. In the present article we have in
mind to explain a much narrower yet clearly de-
lineated group of problems. Namely, the first chapter
will consider the diffusion spreading of inhomogenei-
ties in a plasma in a magnetic field. In the absence
of an external magnetic field, this process was first
considered by Schottky'- who showed that it reduces
to ordinary diffusion, called "ambipolar." The in-
ternal electric field influences in this case only the
magnitude of the diffusion coefficient, while the
plasma situated in the magnetic field is anisotropic.
The action of the internal electric field on the motion
of the electrons and ions in the anisotropic plasma
leads not only to a change in the diffusion coefficient,
but also to the occurrence of closed electric currents.
As a result, the diffusion spreading of inhomogenei-
ties in a plasma situation in a magnetic field is
qualitatively different from ordinary diffusion.

Further, the charged particles in the plasma are
frequently made to drift by the inhomogeneity of the
magnetic field, by an external electric field, by neu-
tral-particle wind, and by other causes. The analyses
of the character of motion and spreading of inhomo-
geneities under drift conditions is the subject of the
second chapter. The internal electric field exerts in
this case an even stronger action on the processes
in the plasma. It leads, in particular, to a splitting
of the inhomogeneities and to the appearance of a
special ("dispersion") mechanism of spreading of
inhomogeneities; this mechanism is more energetic
than diffusion.

We shall consider for the most part the motion and
spreading of inhomogeneities in an unbounded plasma.
This is important primarily for the physics of iono-
sphere, of the space next to the earth, and of outer
space. Diffusion plays, for example, an important
role in the formation and shape of ionospheric of
layers , clouds of artificial ionization produced
with the aid of rockets and high-altitude explo-
sions li0~u\ the origin and structure of ionospheric
inhomogeneities t15"18^ especially inhomogeneities in
the E layer, connected with hydrodynamic turbu-
lence t19'20^ e t c . Diffusion processes play a decisive
role in the formation of trails of meteors and ar t i -
ficial objects (rockets, satellites) in the iono-
sphere'-21"23, and their scattering of radio
waves.[24"28]

Analogous problems arise also in laboratory-
plasma investigations of inhomogeneities whose
dimensions are much smaller than the dimensions of
the entire system. They are important, in particular,
in the analysis of stability.t29"32^ We shall not stop
here to discuss the results of concrete investigations
dealing with the distribution and lifetime of plasma
in laboratory equipment. They are discussed in the
review article by Golant[33] (see also [ 3 4~3 5 ]) . Nor do

we touch upon the extensive and important problem
of diffusion in an unstable plasma, which was con-
sidered in detail in the reviews of Kadomtsev ^ ,

] [ ]Vedenov[32], Cote[37], and others.*
a) Fundamental equations. The motion and

spreading of inhomogeneous formations, whose char-
acteristic dimensions are much larger than the
particle mean free path, is described by the following
aggregate of macroscopic equations for all the plasma
components: t

dNj_
IF

A = — ^ -H A',Vm

(0.1)

(0.2)

(0.3)t

(0.4)

dt

MN + (VmV) Vm] = - V (NmT) - tiAV

- £ V (VVm) - mvem (\mNe - je) - M,vim (N,\m - A).
(0.5)

We assume here for simplicity that the plasma
consists of electrons, of one species of singly-
charged ions, and of neutral molecules. Ne, Nj, and
N m are the concentrations of these particles, E is
the electric field, H the magnetic field, je and jj
the electron and ion fluxes [38J, V m the hydrodynamic
velocity of the molecules in the same coordinate
system, M, Mj, and m the masses of molecules,
ions, and electrons, e the electron charge, and c the
speed of light. Further, ae, aj, De, and Dj are the
conductivity and diffusion tensors for the electrons
and ions, r) the viscosity coefficient, and t>em. a n d
£ j m the tensors of collisions of the electrons and
ions with the molecules. All these quantities are de-
termined with the aid of kinetic theory; they will be
given in the next section. Here we note only that the
terms with the tensors pem and 1>im in Eq. (0.5)
describe the neutral-gas friction due to the collisions
of the molecules with electrons and ions. The colli-
sion tensors vem and ^ i m are not independent, and
can be expressed with the aid of the conductivity and

*We note that the lifetimes of inhomogeneities in a plasma can
also be strongly dependent on recombination, ionization, adhesion,
and other microscopic processes, which are not considered in the
present paper. Such processes are important, for example, in the
lower ionosphere; they can exert a marked influence on diffu-
sion ["'"].

tin order for Eqs. (0.1)—(0.4) to be valid it is sufficient that
the dimension of the inhomogeneity in a direction perpendicular
to the magnetic field be much larger than the ion Larmor radius.

*[VnH],VmxH.
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diffusion tensors. Their introduction is useful in a
number of cases. Equations (0.1)—(0.5) have been
written out under the assumption that the processes
in question are isothermal. Otherwise it would be
necessary to add to them the equations for the tem-
peratures of the electrons, ions, and molecules.*

The equations of motion of a plasma must be sup-
plemented by Maxwell's equations

'i-Ne), (0.6)

(0.7)

(0.8)

W- (0.9)

In (0.9) we have neglected the displacement cur-
rent (l/4jre 8E/9t) , bearing in mind that we shall
consider below only relatively small quasistationary
processes. We point out also the possibility of one
more important simplification of the initial equations.
Namely, when the inhomogeneities are relatively
large and the condition

RD\VN\<N (0.10)

is satisfied (here N - density of electrons and ions,
Rrj = ( T/4ffe2N)1/2 - Debye radius), and the plasma
is quasineutral, i.e., the electron and ion densities
are approximately equal:

Nt~Ne- (0.11)

Then the continuity equations (0.1) and (0.2) for the
electrons and ions can be replaced by a single equa-
tion for the joint density N = Ne = NJ:

_^_l_Vj = 0. (0.12)

It is obvious that this is possible only when the addi-
tional condition

v U = v j ; = v j (0.13)

is satisfied. The condition (0.13) can always be sat is-
fied by choosing a longitudinal electric field E||
= V<p. Thus, the additional condition (0.13) should
now be regarded as an equation defining the longitud-
inal electric field and replacing Poisson's equation
(0.6). The latter determines, when the field E is
specified, the difference between the electron and ion
densities, Ne - Nj, required to produce the field. By
virtue of condition (0.10), this density difference is
only a small fraction of N, on the order of
( Rrj | VN | N)2. Consequently, the plasma quasineu-
trality condition (0.11) is satisfied with this degree
of accuracy.

Thus, when condition (0.10) is satisfied, we can
consider quasineutral motions of an inhomogeneous
plasma. The initial equations (0.1), (0.2), and (0.6)
are then replaced by equations (0.11)—(0.13).

b) Kinetic coefficients. Weakly ionized plasma.
The components of the electronic conductivity tensor
in a weakly ionized plasma in a magnetic field are as
follows:

<"j| = CT|Z = e*NeKa, (0)/»vm,
a"xz~ azx ~ arx — °ZY

 =

<*i = aXX = aYY = 'W0vem (qB)/m
"X = °XY= -oe

YX=-e^Ne(i,HKte (qH)lm (0.14)

The Z axis is directed here along the magnetic field,
QH = UH^emi ^H = eH/mc is the gyromagnetic fre-
quency, and y e m is the frequency of collisions be-
tween the electrons and the neutral molecules; this
frequency plays the major role in a weakly ionized
plasma:

X qem(v, (0.15)

where N m is the molecule density, Te the electron
temperature, and q e m (v, 6 ) the differential effective
electron-molecule collision cross section. For ex-
ample, if q e m = qo/45rv, then

Vem = Nmq0. (0.16)

If the collision cross section does not depend on the
electron velocity q e m = o-oe/47r (collision with
elastic sphere), then

81/2 „ / Te (0.17)

The coefficients K^g and K e e are close to unity in
a weakly ionized plasma. When wjj /V e m » 1 they
are always equal to unity. Their concrete form for
an arbitrary value of u n / ^ e m i s determined by the
character of the dependence of the cross section q
on the velocity v. For example, in the case of (0.17)
Kg- and K e are strictly equal to unity. For the model
of collisions with elastic spheres (0.17), the coeffi-
cients Kffe and K e e are given in [38:l (see also [39-1,
p. 70). Expressions for the collision frequency y e m

and the coefficients Kg- and K e for another depend-
ence of the collision cross section q on the velocity
v can be obtained in Shkarofsky's paper [40-1.*

We can present in similar form the ion-conduc-

*The isothermal character of the diffusion processes in an un-
bounded plasma is apparently well confirmed. The point is that the
thermal conductivity in a plasma, which is not connected with the
quasineutrality conditions, always proceeds more energetically
than diffusion.

*The numerical results given in [40'"] are for functions ha and
qCT, which are connected with K<j and Kf by the relations
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Table I
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% ' vei

0.
0,01
0,05
0,1
0.2
0.5

Kem±

0.884
0.884
0.879
0,885
0.895
0.915

K

0

emA

0.0018
0
0
0
0.

0085
176
033?,
538

0.513
0,513
0.513
0.513
0.522
0.544

0
0.0021
0.0110
0,0241
0.0654
0,236

vem

1,0
2.0
4.0
6.0

10.0

*em±

0.927
0.997
0.982
0.992
1.0

K

0.
0.
0.
0.
0

emA

0937
0342
0094
0032

K

0
0
0
0
0

eij.

577
644
796
854
946

0
0
0
0
0

.356

.279

.113

.0524

.0146

tivity tensor <ji, except that the e lec t ron density and
m a s s N e and m in formulas (0.14) mus t be replaced
by the ion density and m a s s Nj and Mj, and the
e lec t ron gyrofrequency O;H mus t be rep laced by £2JJ
= eH/MjC. The ion-molecule coll ision frequency
(elast ic sphere collisions) is de termined according
t o C 4 1 ] b y

8 "1/2 TM (0.18)

Here M is the molecule m a s s and crOi * n e total s c a t -
ter ing c r o s s sect ion in coll is ions between ions and
and molecu les . Express ions for y j m for other types
of interact ion can a lso be found int41^.

The coefficients K(ji( ^ H / ^ i m ) a n d K e i ( ^ H / ^ i m )
coincide, if Mi « M, with the corresponding coeffi-
c ients K 0 . e ( w i j / i ' e m ) and K £ e ( o j n A e m ) , if the
coll ision c r o s s sect ions have the same velocity d e -
pendence. But if Mi ~ M, then the coefficients Kai

and K e j a r e much c lose r to unity than KCTe and K e e .
The diffusion t enso r s for the e lec t rons and ions in

a weakly ionized p la sma a r e connected with the con-
ductivity t ensors by Eins te in ' s re la t ions (see'-42-'
p . 251):

n _ T. - * T,
eW, 0;. (0.19)

For coll isions between e lec t rons and neutra l m o l e -
cules , the tensor Dem c a n be r ep re sen t ed in the form

vem = vemjfem, (0.20)

where vem is the collision frequency considered
above, and K e m is the tensor of the coefficients.
The components of the tensor K e m can be expressed
with the aid of the functions
cons idered above,

KCT and K e , which were

vemX (0) = 1
#oe(0) ' em± j{2

A'emA~ (0.21)

Here qf j /^em- F o r t n e e l a s t i c - sphe re collision ca se
(0.17), the coefficients K e m j ^ and K e m A a r e l is ted
in Table I. The ion-molecule coll ision tensor 1>\lm
can be r ep resen ted in perfect ly analogous form, ex -
cept that the frequency y e m is rep laced by ^ j m , a>H
by i2H, a n d the functions K ^ and K e e by KCTi and

respec t ive ly . In addition, the sign of the function
s r e v e r s e d .

We note that the collision t ensor s yOTYi and' e m
enter not only in the equations of motion (0.5) of the
neut ra l molecules , but a lso in the equations for the
velocity of the macroscopic motion of the e lec t rons
and ions:

mNevemVe=-eNeE—L. [VeH] Ne-TeVNe, (Q.22)

Using these equations, we can readi ly es tabl ish the
connection expressed by formulas (0.21) between the
collision t ensors and the conductivity t e n s o r s . *

It is important that for coll isions between e l e c -
t rons and neutra l molecules the tensor of the coef-
ficients K e m = D e m / y e m is ve ry c lose to a unit
t ensor . This per ta ins to an even g r e a t e r degree to
the tensor Kim- In approximate calculations it is
therefore poss ible to replace , with sufficient accuracy,
the coll ision t ensors Pern. ar>d D j m by the s c a l a r
coll ision frequencies vem and y ^ . Such an approx-
imation is called in^39^ the " e l e m e n t a r y t h e o r y . " In
the " e l e m e n t a r y t h e o r y " approximation, the e x p r e s -
sions for the conductivity and diffusion t ensors a r e
given as before by formulas (0.14), with K a = K e

= 1. In the absence of a magnetic field (as H —• 0)
the conductivity, diffusion, and coll ision t ensors go
over natural ly into s ca l a r quantities equal to the
longitudinal components of the corresponding t e n s o r s .

Arbitrary Degree of Ionization

We have considered above only a weakly ionized
plasma, when the pr incipal ro le is played by co l l i -
sions with neutra l molecules . At higher degrees of
ionization, coll isions between e lec t rons and ions a lso
become important . To take these into account in the
calculation of the conductivity and diffusion tensors ,

*In operator form, the connection between the collision tensor
and the conduction tensor in a weakly ionized plasma has the
simple form

where

Mtc
[H, xj.
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it is necessary to add in the right sides of (0.22) and
(0.23) the terms mN ev e j (V e - Vj) and
mNe^ei( Vi — Ve) respectively. Here vei is the
electron-ion collision tensor:

where ue^ is the collision frequency:

4~l/2n HJV,
In A,

(0.24)

(0.25)

Ni is the ion density and In A = ln( TeRjj/e2) is the
Coulomb logarithm ( RJJ is the Debye radius).

The tensor K e i is given by (0.21), i.e., it is de-
scribed as before by the two functions Kei^(qfj) and
KeiA(<lH) (Keill = K e i i ( 0 ) ) . For a fully singly-
ionized plasma, these functions are listed in Table I
as functions of. wu/^ei- J t i s s e e n from the table that
the deviation of K e i from a unit tensor is in general
more appreciable than in the case of collisions with
molecules.* In a partly ionized plasma, where colli-
sions of electrons with both neutral molecules and
ions are important, the form of the functions Keij_
and KeiA changes, depending on the ratio vei/"em.-
The same pertains to the functions Ke m i , KemA.,
Kiml. alid KimA. In the general case, one can ap-
parently state that the functions Kĵ  and K^ assume
values between those listed in Table I for the corre-
sponding functions in weakly-ionized and fully-
ionized plasma.t It is also important to emphasize
that under real conditions the gyrofrequency is usually
comparable with the collision frequency only in a
weakly ionized plasma. At high degrees of plasma
ionization, when vey >, vem, the gyrofrequency is
usually much higher than the collision frequency.
For example, in the ionosphere O>H ~ v e m at alt i-
tudes h ~ 80—90 km, and S2H ~ ^im at h ~ 1(
100—120 km. At these altitudes, the ionosphere
plasma is weakly ionized. On the other hand, at alti-
tudes on the order of 200 km and higher, where the
plasma is strongly ionized, the gyrofrequency is
larger by 2—3 orders of magnitude than the collision
frequency. The coefficient tensors K are in this case
close to the unit tensor. Under these conditions we
can confine ourselves to the "elementary theory"
approximation, setting the tensors K equal to the

un i t t e n s o r . In t h i s a p p r o x i m a t i o n , a c c u r a t e t o s m a l l

t e r m s of o r d e r m ^ e m / M i ^ i m ~ V m / M « 1 t h e c o m -

p o n e n t s of t h e c o n d u c t i v i t y a n d d i f fus ion t e n s o r s , fo r

a r b i t r a r y d e g r e e of i o n i z a t i o n , a r e :

e«JV, (W

>A= —^T- <°H t1 +mVei/MiVim+ QJr/v?m],

"tA

= T (vem + 2vet)/M ;vim (vem f vei)

m.4
j l - l - 3 / " v » ,-| ^ _ |

(0.26)

We see from the foregoing formulas that relations
(0.19) are valid only in a weakly ionized plasma.*

The coefficient of kinetic viscosity in a gas of
neutral molecules, for different laws of interactions
between them, is given in'-41 . For example, for the
elastic-sphere collision model

) = 0.563- (0.27)

where CTQ i s the total scattering cross section in the
collision.

1. DIFFUSION SPREADING OF INHOMOGENEITIES

1.1. Equation of Ambipolar Diffusion in a Plasma
Situated in a Magnetic Field

Let us consider the spreading of a quasineutral
inhomogeneity in a plasma.t We neglect the influence
of the solenoidal electric field on the molecule mo-

*We note that for a fully ionized plasma with ionization multi-
plicity Z the difference between Kei and the unit tensor is even
greater. This follows from ["•"•"].

tThe kinetic coefficients for the electrons in a plasma of arbi-
trary degree of ionization were calculated in [4°]. No account was
taken there, however, of the ion motion, a procedure valid ap-
parently only in the case of an alternating electric field of suffici-
ently high frequency a> » flu- In general form, transport phenomena
in a three-component plasma were considered in ["]. The electron
and ion conductivity and diffusion tensors for an arbitrary degree
of ionization are expressed with the aid of the collision tensors
in ["].

*We note that the components of the complete plasma electric
conductivity tensor a = oe + &i have the following form in the same
approximation (Ne = Nj = N):

mA

tThe question of establishment of the quasineutral state is
considered in Sec. 1.4c, where it is shown that if condition (0.10)
or the more exact condition (1.48) is satisfied, an arbitrary initial
charge diverges rapidly and a quasineutral state is established and
spreads out by diffusion.
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tion. The ro les of these two factors will be d iscussed
in Sec. 1.4, where we shall show that the i r influence
is indeed immate r ia l under a wide range of conditions.
The general equation descr ibing the diffusion s p r e a d -
ing of the inhomogeneities follows in this case
di rec t ly from (0.12) and (0.13). Substituting in them
the express ions (0.3) and (0.4) for the e lec t ron and
ion cu r r en t s and recognizing that E =Vcp, where <p
is the potential of the e lec t r ic field, we obtain

- l -

== (VAV - VZ)eV) N. (1.1)

Here ae, D e and a-v Dj a r e the e lec t ron and ion con-
ductivity and diffusion t e n s o r s . Under s ta t ionary
conditions in a weakly ionized p lasma, equations of
this type were considered by Johnson and HulbertL .

In a weakly ionized p lasma, when the e lec t ron- ion
coll is ions a r e immate r i a l and the t ensors ae and <TJ
a r e propor t ional to N, the following condition is
satisfied:

(VaeV) (VaiV) = (VafV) (VaeV). (1.2)

It is sat isf ied a lso for an a r b i t r a r y degree of ioniza-
tion in the l inear approximation, when N = No + 6N
and the t ensors cre and a j depend only on the homo-
geneous concentration No. In these ca ses , multiplying
the f i rs t equation of (1.1) by (VffeV + Vo-jV) and the
second by the difference of the s a m e quantit ies, we
can el iminate the e lec t r ic - f ie ld potential . The a m b i -
polar diffusion equation then takes the form t47'48-'

(VaeV + VotV) - ^ = V) (VDtV) + (Va;V) (VDeV)] N.

(1.3)

In the absence of a magnetic field, the conductivity
and the diffusion coefficient a r e s c a l a r s . The equa-
tions in (1.1) then take the form

-AN,

De) VN. (1.4)
dt

(Voe + V<j;) Vq> = e

We have taken into account here the re la t ions
CTiv0e = a e V ( J i a n d °eVDi = -crjVDe, which hold for an
a r b i t r a r y degree of p lasma ionization accura te to
sma l l t e r m s of o rde r m y e m / M j i ' m l ~ V m / M j . The
f i rs t of these equations is the equation of ambipolar
diffusion obtained by Schottky [ l ] ( s e e a l so^ 3 ' 3 4 ' 4 2 ' 4 9 ' 5 0 3 ) .
Equation (1.1) for s t r i c t ly longitudinal or s t r i c t ly
t r a n s v e r s e diffusion also reduces to this form in the
p re sence of a magnetic field. In the la t te r case ,
natural ly, ae = crej_, D e = D e ^, e tc .

Equations (1.1) and (1.3) a r e of fourth o rde r . They
differ significantly from the usual equation of diffu-
sion in an anisotropic medium:

ON n a
D

devoted to diffusion in a p lasma in a magnetic field
obtained the ambipolar-diffusion equation in the form
(1.5). They did it by replacing div j e = div j j the
derivat ion of (0.13) by the s t ronger condition j e = Ji,
i .e. , they imposed an additional r equ i remen t that
prohibi ts solenoidal c u r r e n t s in the p l a sma (see, for
example, [21'33>36>51.52]). Such a requ i rement grea t ly
l imi ts the c lass of possible solut ions. It does not
follow from the initial equations and is in general
unjustified ( s e e [ 5 3 ] ) .

In an unbounded plasma, which will be considered
henceforth, we have at infinity the natura l conditions
N — No and <p —• 0. We note that if the boundary and
initial conditions of the problem contain no c h a r a c -
t e r i s t i c dimensions, then Eqs . (1.1), (1.3), and (1.4)
admit of a s e l f - s imi l a r solution of the type

N(r, t)^t-* (1.6)

where £ = r/V~t^ and a is a constant . The t r ans fo r -
mation (1.6) dec reases the number of var iab les in the
equations under considerat ion. The la t te r re ta in the
same form, except that 3N/9 t is replaced by

— (a + | -V)N, the opera tor V denoting now differen-

tiation with r e spec t to £. The t ransformat ion (1.6)

can be used, in par t icu la r , in the calculation of the

Green ' s function in an unbounded p lasma . In this case

a - % (for the three-d imens ional problem) .
The boundary conditions for Eqs . (1.1) and (1.3),

which a r e specified on the surfaces bounding the
plasma, r e l a t e the concentrat ion with the pa r t i c l e
flux on the sur face . On each boundary, there a r e in
this case two conditions defining the e lectron and ion
c u r r e n t s . This is as it should be, s ince Eqs . (1.1) and
(1.3) a r e of fourth o rde r (unlike the ord inary diffusion
equation). In the genera l case the boundary conditions
a r e

naeVcp — nDeVIV = XeN, |
(1.7)

Here n is the normal to the boundary at the point
under consideration, and Xe and \ i a r e factors that
depend on the cha rac te r of the interact ion of the e l e c -
t rons and the ions with the surface bounding the
p lasma and on the p lasma potential .* In par t icu la r ,
in the case of total absorption (neutralization) of the
elec t rons and the ions on the boundary surface, con-
ditions (1.7) take the fo rmt

It should be noted that the authors of many papers

*The calculation of the factors Ai and \e is a task of kinetic
theory. No such calculations have been made for the general case
as yet. For a weakly ionized plasma in the absence of a magnetic
field, the problem was considered in ["].

tit is necessary also that the mean free path and the Larmor
radii (for strictly transverse diffusion) be much larger than the
Debye radius.
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= 0, ( 1 . 8 )

The first of these conditions is analogous to the
usual condition at an absorbing wall in the case of
diffusion <see[54:l). On a nonconducting surface, the
field potential is in addition established in such a
way that the currents of electrons and ions which be-
come absorbed (neutralized) at a given point of the
surface, be equal, i.e.,

"•e = ( 1 . 9 )

T h e n t h e b o u n d a r y c o n d i t i o n s ( 1 . 8 ) d o n o t d e p e n d o n

t h e f a c t o r s \ e a n d \ j . T h e p o t e n t i a l o f a n i s o l a t e d

c o n d u c t i n g s u r f a c e i s e s t a b l i s h e d i n s u c h a w a y t h a t

t h e i n t e g r a l e l e c t r o n a n d i o n f l u x e s a r e e q u a l a t t h e

s u r f a c e . R e l a t i o n ( 1 . 9 ) i s s a t i s f i e d t h e n o n l y i n s p e c i a l

s y m m e t r i c a l c a s e s , n a m e l y a s p h e r i c a l o r c y l i n d r i c a l

s u r f a c e w i t h a n a x i s p a r a l l e l t o t h e m a g n e t i c f i e l d ' - 5 5 ' .

1 . 2 . S o l u t i o n o f E q u a t i o n o f A m b i p o l a r D i f f u s i o n .

D i f f u s i o n C o e f f i c i e n t .

W e a s s u m e t h a t t h e i n i t i a l i n h o m o g e n e i t y i s a p e r -

t u r b a t i o n o f t h e m a i n d e n s i t y o f t h e h o m o g e n e o u s

p l a s m a : N ( r , 0 ) = N 0 + S N ( r , 0 ) , < 5 N « N . T h e

s p r e a d i n g o f s u c h i n h o m o g e n e i t i e s i s d e s c r i b e d b y

E q . ( 1 . 3 ) . I t c a n b e r e a d i l y s o l v e d f o r a n u n b o u n d e d

p l a s m a b y e x p a n d i n g t h e u n k n o w n f u n c t i o n s i n F o u r i e r

i n t e g r a l s w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e c o o r d i n a t e s

0

S u b s t i t u t i n g t h e e x p a n s i o n ( 1 . 1 0 ) i n ( 1 . 3 ) w e g e t

6Nk (t) = 6 i V k ( 0 ) e x p { - # a ( P ) kH}. ( 1 . 1 1 )

H e r e 6 N j j ( 0 ) a r e t h e F o u r i e r c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e

i n i t i a l p e r t u r b a t i o n o f t h e d e n s i t y , S N j ^ 0 )

= S N ( r , 0 ) e x p ( - i k - r ) d 3 r , a n d D a ( / 3 ) i s t h e c o e f f i -

c i e n t o f a m b i p o l a r d i f f u s i o n

I cos? p + a cj_ sins P) (Df g cos» p + D(j_ sin2 P) + (Oj y cos2 p + a {j_ sln2 p) ( D e y cos? p + D e j _ sin? P)

(ac y + a 4 y) cos? p + (oej_ -f Ojj_) sin? p
( 1 . 1 2 )

H e r e cr ( | a n d C T J _ , D | j a n d D j ^ a r e t h e l o n g i t u d i n a l a n d

t r a n s v e r s e c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e c o n d u c t i v i t y a n d d i f f u -

s i o n t e n s o r s o f t h e e l e c t r o n s a n d i o n s , a n d £ i s t h e

a n g l e b e t w e e n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e v e c t o r k a n d t h e

d i r e c t i o n o f t h e m a g n e t i c f i e l d H o . I n t h e d e r i v a t i o n

o f ( 1 . 1 2 ) w e t o o k a c c o u n t o f t h e f a c t t h a t a j i k j k j

= ( < j | | c o s 2 / 3 + CTJ^ s i n 2 / 3 ) k 2 . W e n o w a n a l y z e t h e c o n -

c r e t e f o r m o f t h e a m b i p o l a r d i f f u s i o n c o e f f i c i e n t . F o r

t h e c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e t e n s o r s a a n d D w e s h a l l u s e

i n t h i s c a s e t h e e q u a t i o n s o f t h e e l e m e n t a r y t h e o r y .

a ) W e a k l y i o n i z e d p l a s m a . S u b s t i t u t i n g ( 0 . 1 4 ) a n d

( 0 . 1 9 ) i n ( 1 . 1 2 ) w e g e t t * 7 ] :

Z > a ( P ) = {Te + Tt) {MtVim [ 1 + ( ^ H / V i m ) 2 ] / [ 1 + ( ^ H / V i m ) 8 C O S 2 p ]

+ m v e m [ 1 4 ( c % / v c m ) 2 ] / [ l 4 - ( C O H / V ^ ) * C O S 2 P ] } " 1 . ( 1 . 1 3 )

T h e c o e f f i c i e n t o f a m b i p o l a r d i f f u s i o n ( 1 . 1 3 ) d e -

p e n d s i n e s s e n t i a l f a s h i o n o n t h e a n g l e / 3 . I n l o n g i t u d -

i n a l d i f f u s i o n ( / 3 = 0 ) t h e d i f f u s i o n c o e f f i c i e n t ( 1 . 1 3 )

i s e q u a l t o

A , ii = — ( 1 . 1 4 )

I t c o i n c i d e s w i t h t h e d i f f u s i o n c o e f f i c i e n t ( 1 . 4 ) i n a n

i s o t r o p i c p l a s m a . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e m a g n e t i c f i e l d

d o e s n o t i n f l u e n c e t h e d i f f u s i o n a l o n g t h e f o r c e l i n e s .

I n t h e c a s e o f t r a n s v e r s e d i f f u s i o n ( j 3 = IT/2) w e

h a v e
[ 2 1 ]

( 1 . 1 5 )

I t f o l l o w s t h e r e f o r e t h a t i n a s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g

magnetic field, SiH^H •*" ^im^em. the coefficient of
ambipolar diffusion t r a n s v e r s e to the field coincides
with the coefficient of t r a n s v e r s e diffusion of the
elec t rons , multiplied by a factor ( 1 + T i / T e ) due to
the ion influence. [60~62]

T h e s o l u t i o n o f E q . ( 1 . 5 ) , w h i c h d e s c r i b e s o r d i n a r y

d i f f u s i o n i n a n i s o t r o p i c m e d i u m , c a n a l s o b e r e p r e -

s e n t e d i n t h e f o r m ( 1 . 1 1 ) . I n t h i s c a s e t h e d i f f u s i o n

c o e f f i c i e n t f o r a r b i t r a r y a n g l e /3 i s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e

t r a n s v e r s e a n d l o n g i t u d i n a l d i f f u s i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s :

n 2 p . ( 1 . 1 6 )

I n o u r c a s e t h e d i f f u s i o n c o e f f i c i e n t ( 1 . 1 3 ) h a s a m o r e

c o m p l i c a t e d d e p e n d e n c e o n t h e a n g l e / 3 . I t d i f f e r s

q u i t e s t r o n g l y f r o m D 0 ( / 3 ) . T h i s i s s e e n f r o m F i g . 1 ,

w h i c h s h o w s a p l o t o f D a a g a i n s t c o s /3 f o r

m ^ e m / M ^ i m = 0 . 0 1 a n d f o r t h e d i f f e r e n t v a l u e s o f

S 2 H / y i m i n d i c a t e d i n t h e f i g u r e . T h e d a s h e d c u r v e s

i n t h e f i g u r e s h o w f o r c o m p a r i s o n , a t t h e s a m e v a l u e s

o f t h e p a r a m e t e r s , t h e c o e f f i c i e n t D o ( / 3 ) . W e s e e t h a t

t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e c o e f f i c i e n t s D a ( / 3 ) a n d

D 0 ( / 3 ) i s l a r g e . I t i n c r e a s e s w i t h i n c r e a s i n g r a t i o

I t i s s e e n f r o m ( 1 . 1 3 ) t h a t w h e n

H H m v i m « 1 , i . e . , H « ( c / e ) ( M i m v e m v i m ) l / z ,

t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e m a g n e t i c f i e l d i s n e g l i g i b l e a n d

1.0

as

0.6

at

0.2

az OA as as to
COSyfl

F I G . 1 .
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the diffusion is isotropic. Under the opposite condi-
tions, considerable anisotropy sets in. It is precisely
this case which is represented by the curve
^ H ^ i m = 0-5 in Fig- 1. In a strong magnetic field
when Qu» ^ i m , i.e., H » M it ' i ln( c /e) , the aniso-
tropy is very strong. In this case, at values of /3 not
too close to 7r/2, the approximate value of the coef-
ficient Da(/3) is

^ ) sin2P), (1.17)

where D^ and D ^ are coefficients of the longitudinal
and transverse diffusion of the ions. Under these con-
ditions the diffusion proceeds at the ion-diffusion
rate increased by a factor (1 + T e / T i ) . However at
angles very close to v/2 (when TT/2 — /3
~ ( ̂ im/^HW ni^em/M i^im) the coefficient Da(/3)
decreases sharply to a value Dj^( 1 + T e /T j )

x Vm^em/M i^ini- T n i s i s s e e n f r o m F i S- 2- which
shows in logarithmic scale a plot of D a against
cos ji for fifj/'-'im = 10- The dashed curve represents
D0(/3), and the dash-dot curve the coefficient Da(/3)
calculated with formula (1.17).

1.0

w

10'

to'

/>-*
/

nr* w3 w's tcr1 to

FIG. 2.

The indicated singularity of the function Da(/S) at
angles p close to 7r/2 greatly influences the charac-
ter of the spreading of the inhomogeneities in the
strong magnetic field. In fact, we recognize that if
the inhomogeneity is strongly elongated in the H
direction, then its Fourier transform has a sharp
maximum at angles p close to jr/2. The width of this
maximum is A/iJ ~ Rj_/R||, where R|| and R^ are the
characteristic dimensions of the inhomogeneity along
and across the magnetic field. It is clear therefore
that the character of the spreading of the inhomo-
geneities differs greatly with the shape of the inhomo-
geneity, or more accurately with the ratio of R|| to
R^. Indeed, if

R±/R / ;
(1.18)

then the presence of a sharp maximum in the diffu-
sion coefficient would have little effect on the spread-
ing of the inhomogeneity. In this case one can use the
approximate formula (1.17) for Da(/8). The inhomo-
geneity transverse to the magnetic field moves then
at the rate of the transverse ion diffusion, increased
by a factor (1 + T e / T j ) . But in the case of inhomo-
geneities that are very strongly elongated along H,
when the condition inverse to (1.18) is satisfied, the
rate of spreading of the inhomogeneities transversely
to the field is much smaller, of the same order as
the rate of transverse diffusion of the electrons. Thus,
the rate of spreading of the inhomogeneity in a plasma,
transversely to the magnetic field, depends strongly
on the shape of the inhomogeneity.

b) Arbitrary degree of ionization. For arbitrary
degree of plasma ionization, both collisions with
neutral molecules and collisions between electrons
and ions are important. Substituting in this case the
general formulas (0.26) for a and D in (1.12), we get

2T - COS"P 1 + 2 ^ t ) H

(1.19)

1 +- l+;

We have neglected small terms of the order of
V m/Mj compared with unity. In ad-

D , = •
2T(ve

dition, we have assumed for simplicity that T e = Tj
= T. Formula (1.19) was derived by Grigor'ev t63^.

When vei = 0, expression (1.19) coincides with
formula (1.13) which was considered in the preceding
section. When H = 0, the diffusion coefficient (1.19)
goes over into (1.14); the electron-ion collisions
consequently do not influence the diffusion when there
is no magnetic field. The same result is obtained
also for longitudinal diffusion in a magnetic field
{p = 0). For transverse diffusion (/3 =7r/2), the
electron-ion collisions, to the contrary, are very
important. In this case, as shown by Golant ^it33'

(1.20)

W e s e e t h e r e f o r e t h a t t h e c o l l i s i o n s o f t h e e l e c t r o n s

w i t h t h e i o n s e x e r t a d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e o n t h e t r a n s -

v e r s e d i f f u s i o n a t h i g h d e g r e e s o f p l a s m a i o n i z a t i o n .

W h e n c e m - 0 f o r m u l a ( 1 . 2 0 ) l e a d s t o t h e w e l l k n o w n

e x p r e s s i o n w h i c h d e t e r m i n e s t h e t r a n s v e r s e d i f f u s i o n

i n a s t r o n g l y i o n i z e d p l a s m a

2T v_i
D, =- (1.21)

The dependence of the diffusion coefficient Da on the
angle /3 is in general analogous to the case of a
weakly ionized plasma. This is seen from Fig. 3,
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1,0

10'

10'

ttr'

FIG. 3.

w~ 1.0
cos JS

which shows a plot of D a(/3)/D a( 0) for
3

eters
= 29.5; t'
x 102 and
x 104 and

= 10
a n d

~3 at different values of the param-
^ei/^em: curve 1 - for fln/^im
«7'. curve 2 - for flH/^im = 3 - 5

= 40; curve 3 - for O H ^ i m = 2-4

= 4 x 1°3-* T n e dashed curves in
the figure show plots of (1.16), where D|| and Dx are
given by (1.14) and (1.20). We see from the figure
that the dashed curves differ greatly, as before, from
the continuous ones. However, with increasing elec-
tron-ion collision frequency (more accurately, with
increasing ratio nu> e i /M iy i m) , the difference be-
tween them decreases and becomes small when
mt'ei/Mi^jjn » 1. Consequently, when i>ej » M;(/jm/ir
the diffusion spreading of the inhomogeneities in a
plasma situated in a magnetic field is close to ordi-
nary diffusion in an anisotropic medium with diffusion
coefficients D|| and Dx given (1.14) and (1.20). This
can be readily seen also from formula (1.19). Indeed,
when vei » fimMi/m, neglecting small terms, we
get

Thus, at large values of the ratio
the ambipolar diffusion in the plasma assumes a
character close to ordinary diffusion in an aniso-
tropic medium. It is easy to understand the cause of
this phenomenon. The point is that the singularities
indicated above in the diffusion of a plasma t rans-
versely to a magnetic field are connected with the
large differences in the rates of the transverse dif-
fusion of the electrons and ions. The ions diffuse
transversely to the magnetic field, in general, much
more rapidly than the electrons. As a result, the
electronic and ionic components of the inhomogeneity
separate and an electric charge appears and hinders
the motion of the ions transversely to the field. The

•These values of the parameters correspond to altitudes 150,
200, and 400 km in the ionosphere.

same charge leads to an intensification of the motion
of the electrons transversely to the field, owing to
the formation of conduction currents. This permits
the inhomogeneity spread transversely to the field at
a rate much larger than the rate of transverse elec-
tron diffusion. However, with increasing degree of
plasma ionization, the rate of transverse electron
diffusion increases and approaches, when mi/ei
> Mi^im , the rate of transverse diffusion of the ions.
When myei » M^im, the electrons and ions diffuse
transversely to the field at equal rates, with a diffu-
sion coefficient (1.21); consequently the effects con-
nected with the difference in the rate of transverse
diffusion of the electrons and ions become weaker, as
we have seen before. It must be emphasized at the
same time that in those cases when these effects are,
generally speaking, small, they again become quite
appreciable, and even decisive, at large distances
r » / D t (see Sec. 1.3b).

c) Polarization of inhomogeneity. Perturbations
of magnetic field. The potential of the electric field
in the inhomogeneity is determined by the second
equation of (1.1). The Fourier components of the
potential q>^ are

_ e[(Di „ - De „) cos2 p + (P t l - .P.J ain̂  PI
k (1.23)

where p is again the angle between k and H, and
6Njj are the Fourier components of the density per-
turbations (1.11). Recognizing that De | | » Dy and
Oil > D e x in a strong magnetic field, we see that the
sign of <pjj changes with the angle ft. Consequently,
the sign of the electric-field potential in the inhomo-
geneity in a strong magnetic field depends on the
shape of the inhomogeneity: it becomes positive for
inhomogeneities which are very strongly elongated
along the field. A similar singularity takes place,
naturally, also in the difference of the electron and
ion densities in the homogeneity:

(D^-Dn) cos2 p + (£>ex - Dis) sin
2 p ft2

(1.24)

The process of spreading of the inhomogeneity in
the magnetic field is accompanied by the occurrence
of a closed electric current j :

where ji and j e are the ion and electron fluxes (0.3)
and (0.4). This leads to the appearance of magnetic
perturbations, too. The Fourier components of the
magnetic-field perturbations are

Pj ||)
(ae |( + at n) cos* p + (aeJ_ + ai±) sin"

i
J "

(1.25)

In particular, in a weakly ionized plasma, substituting
the expressions for the components of the diffusion
and conductivity tensors, we get hence
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<5Ht = —-
I ^ - T C O S I

When H = 0, and also for the case of strong longitud-
inal diffusion, there are no magnetic-field perturba-
tions, as should be the case.

1.3. Spreading of Small Perturbations. Green's
Function

We now consider the spreading of inhomogeneities
which had at the initial instant of time very small
(pointlike) dimensions: 6N(r, 0) = n o 6 ( r ) . The
Fourier transform of such an initial inhomogeneity is
a constant: <5Nk( 0) = n0. It follows then from (1.10)
and (1.11) that at any instant of time the particle-
density perturbations are described by the expression

W (r, t) = n0 = ngG (r> ty

The function G(r , t) is the source function, or the
Green's function, for Eq. (1.3).*

We now integrate in (1.26) with respect to d3k. To
this end, we introduce in the space of the vectors k
the spherical coordinates k, n = cos/i = k- H/kH, and
(p - the angle between the planes rH and kH. Inte-
grating then with respect to dk, we obtain ^66-':

G(r , t)=G(r, a, t) = •

X H - ,

• sin a cos <p. (1.27)

H e r e a i s t he a n g l e b e t w e e n r a n d H.

a) S m a l l d i s t a n c e s . When r « V~Dt we g e t f r o m

(1 .27) :

G (0, 0 = - (1.28)

F r o m t h i s we s e e t h a t t h e p e r t u r b a t i o n s of t h e c o n -

c e n t r a t i o n in t he c e n t e r of the i n h o m o g e n e i t y , w h i c h

a r e p r o p o r t i o n a l to G ( 0, t ) , d e c r e a s e w i t h t i m e l i k e

t ~ 3 ' 2 , i . e . , in the s a m e m a n n e r a s in o r d i n a r y di f fu-

s i o n . T h e v a l u e of G ( 0 , t ) ( m o r e a c c u r a t e l y , t he

*The general solution of the linearized equation (1.3) can be
expressed in terms of the Green's function for arbitrary initial
perturbation oN(r', 0) and in the presence of a source I(r', t ' ) :

flZV(r, ( ) = \ 6N(r', 0)G(r — r', t) d3r'

t
+ { [ G(I-T', t — t')I (T't')d^r' dt'.

v a l u e of t h e i n t e g r a l in f o r m u l a (1.28)) c h a r a c t e r i z e s

the r a t e of s p r e a d i n g of t he i n h o m o g e n e i t y . It d e p e n d s

e s s e n t i a l l y on the r a t e of d i f fus ion of bo th t h e e l e c -

t r o n s a n d the i o n s . In p a r t i c u l a r , in a w e a k l y i o n i z e d

p l a s m a w i t h UJH ~ ^ e m w e h a v e

0

+ (1.29)

In a s t r o n g l y i o n i z e d p l a s m a ( ve\ » M ^ j m / m ) wi th
T e = T j we g e t f r o m (1.22)

It i s s e e n f r o m (1.29) a n d (1.30) t h a t t he v a l u e s of

t h e i n t e g r a l I i n c r e a s e in a s t r o n g m a g n e t i c f i e ld in

p r o p o r t i o n t o H2 . T h e r a t e of s p r e a d i n g of t he i n -

h o m o g e n e i t y d e c r e a s e s a c c o r d i n g l y . It i s i n t e r e s t i n g

t h a t in a s t r o n g m a g n e t i c f i e ld (U>E >:> " e i . fiH
>5> ^ i m ) e x p r e s s i o n s (1.29) a n d (1.30) c a n be r e p r e -

s e n t e d w h e n T P = Ti in t he f o r m

w h e r e Dj | | , a n d

(1.31)

a r e r e s p e c t i v e l y the coe f -

f i c i e n t s of l o n g i t u d i n a l a n d t r a n s v e r s e d i f fus ion of t he

e l e c t r o n s a n d i o n s . L e t us c o m p a r e t h i s e x p r e s s i o n

w i t h the v a l u e I = l /V DyD^ , w h i c h i s o b t a i n e d in t he

c a s e of o r d i n a r y d i f fus ion in an a n i s o t r o p i c m e d i u m .

It i s n a t u r a l to a s s u m e t h a t t he c o e f f i c i e n t of a m b i -

p o l a r d i f fus ion a l o n g the m a g n e t i c f i e ld i s D a | |

= 2 D n | . It t h e n fo l lows f r o m (1.31) t h a t the e f f ec t ive

c o e f f i c i e n t of p l a s m a di f fus ion t r a n s v e r s e l y to t he

m a g n e t i c f i e ld is t he m e a n s q u a r e of t he d o u b l e d c o -

e f f i c i e n t s of t r a n s v e r s e e l e c t r o n a n d ion d i f fus ion ,

b) A s y m p t o t i c b e h a v i o r . We now d e t e r m i n e t he

c h a r a c t e r of t h e p e r t u r b a t i o n s a t l a r g e d i s t a n c e s f r o m

t h e m a i n i n h o m o g e n e i t y , r » 2V rDt. We c o n s i d e r f i r s t

a s i m p l e c a s e , w h e n r II H, i . e . , c o s a = 1. In t h i s

c a s e

G(r, 0, 0 = G|, (r, t)

8JI
e x p

(1.32)

R e p l a c i n g JX by a new v a r i a b l e x = r / n / 2 V D a ( / i2) t,

w e r e w r i t e (1.32) in t h e f o r m

r/2 "
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Here and below D a = dDa/dn2, Da = d2Da/( d/i2)2, etc.
In the integral (1.33), the significant values are
x ~ 1. Recognizing that r/2VrDt » 1 , we replace the
upper limit of integration by infinity. Expanding the
denominator in a series in the vicinity of tx = 0 and
expressing ju in terms of x, we find that

3D" (0) t
(1.34)

In particular, for a weakly ionized plasma, when
Da(/n2) is given by expression (1.13), we have

(1.35)

We see therefore that the perturbations of the density
6N decrease in proportion to l / r 5 with increasing
distance. They also increase with increasing mag-
netic field. In particular, SN increases in proportion
to H2 in a strongly magnetized plasma ( &H » Vim),
As H — 0, the coefficient D a (0 ) approaches zero in
proportion to H4. When H = 0 the asymptotic expres-
sion for G|| degenerates and the Green's function
decreases exponentially with distance, as in the case
of ordinary diffusion.

The change in the asymptotic behavior of the
Green's function in the case of diffusion in a plasma
in a magnetic field is the consequence of violation
of the analyticity of its Fourier components G^ in the
vicinity of the point k = 0. Indeed, according to (1.26)

We see therefore that if D a(^ 2) = Co + Ct/x
2, where

H = k z /k , then Dak
2 is an analytic function of k and

the function G^ is also an analytic function of k. But
if the diffusion coefficient has a different dependence
on ju2 (given, for example, by formula (1.12)), then a
singularity arises at the point k = 0. This singularity
is indeed the cause of the change in the asymptotic
properties of the Green's function. The physical
cause of the phenomenon lies in the fact that the
character of the perturbations at large distances
from the main inhomogeneity is determined by the
influence of the electric charge and not by diffusion.

We have considered above only the case a = 0.
Similar calculations show that for an arbitrary angle
a between r and H the density perturbations at
large distances are again proportional to t/r5.^6-1

c) Shape of inhomogeneity. The Green's function
G depends on three variables: distance r, angle a,
and time t. From (1.27) it follows, however, that the
product t3 /2 G is the function of only two variables,
the angle a and x = r/2V 2Djj|t. This is as it should
be, since the Green's function in an unbounded plasma
is determined by the self-similar equation (1.6). It is
therefore convenient to consider the dimensionless
function G(x, a) = G(r , t, a )/G (0, t) , where
G( 0, t) ~ l / t 3 / 2 is the value of the Green's function
at r = 0, determined by formula (1.28).

FIG. 4.

0 ai at as as w

The result of the numerical calculation of the
function G(x, a ) is shown in Fig. 4 (weakly ionized
plasma, fiH/^im = L m )^em/M i^ im = 3 * 10~3)- The
dependence of G on x is shown here for different
values of the angle a: curves 1, 2, 3, and 4 are con-
structed for cos a =0, 0.9, 0.99, and 1 respectively.
We see from the figure that for small values of x the
function G decreases rapidly, exponentially. When
x ~ 1 the rate of decrease of G is much slower. At
large values of x, according to the asymptotic expres-
sions given above, G decreases in proportion to
l/x5 . At small x, the function G decreases especially
rapidly in a direction perpendicular to the magnetic
field (cos a = 0), as expected. The anisotropy of
the function G(x, a) at x ~ 0.1 is quite strong; when
s ~ 1 it is much less pronounced.

The curves G(x, a ) = const = Go characterize the
shape acquired by the inhomogeneity during the pro-
cess of its spreading in the plasma. They are shown
in Fig. 5a in a logarithmic scale for the different
values of Go indicated in the figure. In Fig. 5b, the

I I

a) I I b)

FIG. 5.
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curve Go = 0.03 is drawn in a linear scale. The
abscissas and ordinates indicate the values of x, and
the angle a is measured from the ordinate axis,
which is directed along the magnetic field. We see
from the figure that the inhomogeneity acquires, as
a result of the spreading, a shape which differs
noticeably from the ellipsoids which are produced in
ordinary diffusion in an anisotropic medium.

d) Lifetime of inhomogeneity. The lifetime of an
inhomogeneity is naturally defined as the time during
which the perturbation 6N( 0, t) of the particle
density at the maximum of the inhomogeneity, de-
creases by a specified factor p (say, 10 or 100).
Assume that at the initial instant of time the pertur-
bation of the density at the maximum of the inhomo-
geneity was 6N(0, 0). The lifetime t of the inhomo-
geneity is then determined from the relation
SN(0, 0) = p6N(0, t ) . Using for 6N(0, t) expres-
sions (1.26) and (1.28), we get

°«ii(*+r./r t)- |v. (1.36)

(1.37)

Here t0 is the lifetime of the inhomogeneity in the
plasma in the absence of a magnetic field, n0

= / 6N( r, 0) d3r is the total number of particles in
the initial inhomogeneity.* The ratio n0 /6N(0, 0) is
of the order of RJj, where Ro is the characteristic
dimension of the initial inhomogeneity. It follows
from (1.37) that the lifetime of the inhomogeneity is
proportional to R§/Di(|.

With increasing magnetic field, the lifetime of the
inhomogeneity increases. For example, in a weakly
ionized plasma, as follows from (1.29) and (1.36), we
have

t/to={ 1

We see therefore that in a strong magnetic field the
lifetime of the inhomogeneity is proportional to H4/3,
At an arbitrary degree of ionization of a plasma in a
strong magnetic field ( S2H >:> ^im. WH >y ^ei) w e have

1.4. Influence of Motion of Neutral Molecules and of
Solenoidal Electric Field

a) Molecule motion. We have neglected in the
foregoing the motion of the neutral molecules ( V m

= 0). Actually, when the inhomogeneities of an elec-
tron-ion component of the plasma spread out, the

•Formula (1.36) is valid under the assumption that the lifetime
of the inhomogeneity is sufficiently large: t > Rox/Di±Dlx, where
R04.is the characteristic dimension of the initial inhomogeneity in
a plane perpendicular to H. At large values of the number p, as is
clear from (1.36), the foregoing condition is always satisfied.

collisions with the molecules give rise to motion of
the neutral gas, too. It is natural to expect that when
N « N m it will affect only slightly the diffusion
spreading of the inhomogeneities.

We consider first a weakly ionized plasma in the
absence of a magnetic field. In this case the disper-
sion equation for the system of linearized equations
(0.12), (0.13), (0.3)—(0.5), describing the quasineutral
motion of the electrons, ions, and neutral molecules
with Te = Ti = T is written in the form

(i<o + l (02*2

(1.38)

Here D^ =rj/MjNm is the viscosity coefficient, S the
speed of sound in the neutral gas, and D a the coeffi-
cient of ambipolar diffusion (1.14). Equation (1.38)
has four roots. The root w = iD^k2 describes the
damping of the hydrodynamic motions of the incom-
pressible gas of neutral particles (V 1 k), and the
roots co = i( 2/3) D,, ± Sk V 1 + 2N/Nm describe the
sound waves.* Finally, the root

(1.39)
.m(Te+Ti)N/TNm

describes the diffusion spreading of inhomogeneities
of the electron and ion density - ambipolar diffusion.
It is seen from (1.39) that at low degrees of ionization,
the change in the diffusion coefficient, connected with
the particle motion, is small. At high degrees of
ionization it becomes appreciable.

It is interesting that the coefficient of ambipolar
diffusion (1.39 retains its meaning also when N m

— 0: in this case u> = ik2TNm /MiNyjm . At the same
time it is known that no diffusion spreading of the
inhomogeneity takes place in a fully ionized isothermal
plasma in the absence of a magnetic field. The point
is that a state with constant pressure must be pro-
duced for diffusion spreading of the inhomogeneity.
In particular, the process of ambipolar diffusion in
an isothermal plasma in the absence of a magnetic
field is always a process in which mutual diffusion
takes place of the electron-ion gas and of the neutral-
molecule gas. It is easy to see that in this case the
following relation is always satisfied:

8iVm(r, t)=-
Ti 6N(r, t). (1.40)

Because of this, the pressure perturbation is Ap
= T6Nm + Te6Ne + Tj6Ni = 0, so that the total p res -
sure in the plasma is constant. If N/Nm « 1, then
the pressure of the neutrals does not affect the mu-
tual diffusion, as is usually the case for diffusion in
gas mixtures'-41-1. When N/N m Z, 1, on the other hand,
the diffusion is quite appreciable. However, when

*The longitudinal waves in a partially ionized gas were consid-
ered, for example, in [8e-89].
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N » Nm , as is clear from (1.40), only very weak
perturbations of the charged-particle concentration
can spread out: 6N ~ 6Nm « N m . In a fully-ionized
plasma (when N m = 0) such motions are generally
impossible.

In the presence of a magnetic field the dispersion
equation with allowance for the motion of the neutrals
has in general a very complicated form.1-431 In longi-
tudinal diffusion k II H the root describing the ambi-
polar diffusion is determined, as before by (1.39).
For transverse diffusion, k l H ,

where D a i is the coefficient of transverse ambipolar
diffusion (1.15). We see therefore that the magnetic
field only weakens the influence of the neutral-mole-
cule motion on the diffusion. Apparently in the general
case, when the condition

N NmT (1.41)

is satisfied, the motion of the neutral molecules like-
wise does not affect the ambipolar diffusion.*

b) Solenoidal electric field. So far we have a s -
sumed throughout that the electric field E is longi-
tudinal. We shall now take into account the influence
of a solenoidal electric field on the motion of the ions
and electrons. In other words, we consider in lieu of
Eq. (0.6) the complete system of quasistationary
Maxwell equations (0.6)—(0.9). The general dispersion
equation describing the spreading of quasineutral in-
homogeneities is then written in the form '•48-'

*)3 = 0, (1.42)

where Djy[ =c2/4irae is the magnetic viscosity. The
coefficients A, B, and C in a weakly ionized plasma
take the form:

L vem
M

I
/JHere /3 is, again the angle between the vectors k

and H, and p is a dimensionless parameter:

0
 J>a|l_.4it|

M̂ C2 (1.43)lU 'I' ell' me* MiVimvem '
The dispersion equation (1.42) is of third order. All
its roots co are proportional to k2, and consequently
the spreading of the quasineutral inhomogeneities in
the plasma is described in general, when a solenoidal

*It must be emphasized that in this section we consider only the
molecule motion brought about by the spreading of an electron-ion
inhomogeneity. The gas of neutral molecules, as a whole, is as-
sumed to be as rest. The role of the motion of the entire neutral-
particle gas is discussed in the next section.

field is taken into account, by three independent dif-
fusion processes.

For example, in the case of transverse diffusion
(cos /i = 0) the roots of the dispersion equation (1.42)
are

CO], 2= I

5-1)2 + vimvem
. 20)HQB

At small values of the parameter, p « 1
+ coH^H/^em^im. the root w! is equal to ik2Daj_,
where D a^ is the coefficient of transverse ambipolar
diffusion (1.15). It is precisely this root which de-
scribes the spreading of the particle-density pertur-
bations. The two other roots are much larger under
the same conditions - on the order of D M . They de-
scribe the spreading of the magnetic perturbations.

For longitudinal diffusion (cos 0 = 1):

The first of these roots describes longitudinal ambi-
polar diffusion, and the two others the spreading of
the magnetic disturbances. The latter process has
not only diffusion but also wave properties. If i2jj
« vim and u n » vem> respectively, the correspond-
ing waves are weakly damped. Their dispersion is
quadratic (w ~ k2). These waves are observed in the
earth's magnetosphere [90~92-1 ("whistlers") and in
solids [67"7°J ("helicons").

For an arbitrary diffusion diffusion, if the condi-
tion

_J (1.44)

is satisfied, one of the diffusion roots, k>i, is much
smaller than the other two. It is this minimal root
which describes the spreading of the particle-density
perturbations. It coincides with the coefficient of
ambipolar diffusion (1.13).

Thus, in the general case, the spreading of quasi-
neutral inhomogeneities in a plasma is a composite
of three independent diffusion processes, which de-
scribe the time variation of the perturbations of the
magnetic field and of the electron and ion densities.
When condition (1.44) is satisfied, these processes
separate: two of them become much faster than the
third, and the latter is connected just with the spread-
ing of the plasma-density perturbations. A solenoidal
electric field has no great influence on the latter
process, which coincides with the already considered
ambipolar diffusion. The condition (1.44) limits the
pressure of the electron-ion plasma component. In
particular, in a sufficiently strong magnetic field
WH^H > ^em^im. condition (1.44) has a simple physi-
cal meaning: the pressure of the electron-ion gas
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N( T e + Tj) should be smaller than the magnetic-
field pressure H2/47r. Under real conditions, in outer-
space and in laboratory plasma, this requirement is
usually satisfactorily met.

c) Establishment of quasineutral state. So far we
have considered only quasineutral inhomogeneities,
i.e., we have assumed that the uncompensated electric
charge has already time to diffuse. This is true, of
course, only in the case of sufficiently slow processes.

Let us consider now the spreading of an arbitrary
initial inhomogeneity in a plasma and let us show how
the quasineutral state, from which the ambipolar dif-
fusion starts out, is produced.

In a weakly ionized plasma, the equations (0.1) —
(0.6) take the form

L

VE=-4ne(Nf-Ne).

(1.45)

In the derivation of (1.45) we have neglected, as
usual, the motion of the neutral molecules and the
influence of the solenoidal electric field. Let us a s -
sume, as before, that the inhomogeneity of the homo-
geneous plasma is <5Nej « No. Expanding the un-
known functions <5Ne, SNj, and E in a Fourier inte-
gral in terms of the coordinates, we get from (1.45)
the following system of equations for the functions
6N ek(t) and SN i k ( t ) :

- ^ + (Dj]e cos2 p + D±e sin
2 P) A2 Wek + 4it (cre() cos2

AV;t j(|icos* p

ik-SiVek)=O.

(1.46a)

(1.46b)

The solution of the linear equations (1.46) can be
written in the form:

6Nkp (t) = oJV<j,>eiUl' + eJVW102',
a, uaif m ia>2f

 (1-47>

where a^ and o>2 are the roots of the characteristic
equation. If the characteristic dimensions of the dis-
turbed region are large compared with the Debye
radius RQ (condition (0.10), then

cre » Dek*, O-; » Dji2. (1.48)

In this case the roots wi and u>2 have the simple
form:

m) cos2 p + (aXe4- o±i) sin
2 p], (1.49a)

0)2='
(<r||ccos2

i cos2 p + Z>xi sin
2

P) (J|| • V •

For <5Nkg, 5N!2>. SNJ.1?, and SN^V we obtain in this
case

"ki

CT ,. si n2

axii
) sin2 p 8A;

ke (0) - «^kj (0)],

(1.50)

^ » <*»-«"* (0)1.

(a,, cos2p- e sin
2 P) &Nki (|i cos2 P + qxi sin

2
c (0)

c + a||i) cos2 Li) s in2 P
(1.51)

are the Fourier com-Here 6Njce(0) and
ponents of the initial perturbation of the electron and
ion density.

From (1.47)—(1.51) we see that the root wj de-
scribes the spreading of the initially uncompensated
charge in the plasma, which is proportional to
[6Nki(0) - <5Nke(0)]. The charge vanishes very
rapidly, and after a time

At (1.52)

the inhomogeneity becomes quasineutral, 6Njce(t)
= <5Njjj( t ) .* The spreading of the quasineutral in-
homogeneities is described by the second root LO2.
This process coincides with the ambipolar diffusion
which was considered above. It is much slower than
the leakage of the initial charge, since 012/^1
~ (kRD)2 « 1.

Thus, the quasineutral state of the plasma becomes
established after a time (1.52) or (1.52a). When the
conditions (0.10) or (1.48) are satisfied, this time is
small compared with the characteristic time of am-
bipolar diffusion.

2. MOVING INHOMOGENEITIES

We have considered above the diffusion spreading
of inhomogeneities in a plasma, and assumed that the
electron and ion gas in the homogeneous (unper-
turbed) plasma is at rest. Under real conditions,
however, the electrons and ions frequently execute
also a common motion or drift. The drift may be
due to various causes: external electric field, motion
of neutral gas (wind), inhomogeneity of the magnetic
field, gravitational field, etc.

*In choosing the condition (1.52), we used the macroscopic
equations. Therefore satisfaction of this condition is essential
only in a sufficiently dense plasma, when the electron collision
frequency v exceeds the plasma frequency &>0. If v < v0, then the
establishment of the quasineutral state proceeds via emission of
plasma waves. The time of establishment is of the order of l/o>0-
The condition (1.52) is then replaced by the condition

M » l/coo.
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When drift is present in the plasma, the inhomo-
geneity moves. If the electron and ion drift velocities
Ve and Vj are equal, then the entire inhomogeneity
will move at the same velocity, of course, Usually,
however, the electrons and ions drift with different
velocities. Then the drift tends to separate the elec-
tronic and ionic components of the inhomogeneity.
This gives rise to an electric field that hinders the
separation. The action of the field causes the in-
homogeneity to move at some mean velocity inter-
mediate between Ve and Vi, and the electron and
ion densities in the inhomogeneity are always equal
to each other. However, the same electric field
causes the inhomogeneity to spread. This mechanism
of spreading of moving inhomogeneities, called here
"dispersion mechanism," is radically different from
diffusion. It leads to a "splitting" of the moving in-
homogeneity. The present section is devoted to an
analysis of the motion and spreading of inhomogenei-
ties in a plasma under drift conditions.

2.1. Equation of Motion of the Inhomogeneities

We assume that condition (0.10) is satisfied, i.e.,
we shall consider only the motion of a quasineutral
plasma. We neglect, as before, the influence of the
internal vortical electric field and the perturbations
in the motion of the neutral gas. We then get directly
from (0.12) and (0.13) an equation describing the
motion and spreading of an inhomogeneous plasma,
an equation which is essentially the generalization of
the ambipolar diffusion equation (1.1) to include the
case of a plasma with drift. Indeed, substituting into
(0.12) and (0.13) the expressions (0.3) and (0.4)
for the electron and ion fluxes and taking into ac-
count their drift motion, we get:

§ +1V (NYe0 + NYt0) - 4 (V A V + VDeV) N

= V (JVVeo - WVi0) + V (D,V - vDeV) N.

(2.1)

Here <p is the potential of the internal e lec t r ic field,
and V e 0 and Vj
t rons and ions:

V IT _?£_
' eo — Urn ^

OHeTe f [HVH] [H, (HV) H] -

and Ve0 and Vj0 are the drift velocities of the elec-

(2.2)

Here Eo is the external electric field, U m the
velocity of the neutrals, and g the acceleration due
to gravity. Expressions (2.2) can be derived from

(0.3), (0.4) by substituting for E the effective force
acting on the electrons and ions in the gravitational
field and an inhomogeneous magnetic field
(see'•57>65>r l-'). The t ensors aHe a n d crHi coincide in
the e lementa ry- theory approximation with ae and
CTJ.* Therefore, in a coordinate f rame moving t o -
gether with the neutral gas the drift velocit ies V e 0

and Vio coincide with the velocit ies produced by the
effective external e lec t r ic field Eeff. The la t ter ,
however, is different for the e lec t rons and the ions:

[H, (HV) H]

(2.3)

The boundary conditions of (2.1) have the same
form (1.7) as before.

If the inhomogeneity is only a per turbat ion of the
main density of the homogeneous p lasma No, i .e., if
N = No + 6N, where SN « No, then Eq. (2.1) can be
l inear ized and (p e l iminated. The l inear ized equation
takes the form

(2.4)

The tensors ae, ffi, D e , and Dj and the velocit ies
Veo and Vi0 depend here only on the density No of
the homogeneous p lasma.

The solutions of the l inear ized equation (2.4) will
be considered la te r on. t It is important to emphasize
the l imitat ions that follow from the very formulation
of the l inear ized problem in a homogeneous p lasma
with a homogeneous magnetic field. Indeed, the drift
velocit ies of the e lect rons and ions a r e not equal to
each other . Consequently, a cu r r en t of constant
density flows in the p la sma . This cu r r en t produces
its own proper magnetic field, which is inhomogene-
ous. It upsets the homogeneity of the p la sma . It is
therefore meaningful to consider only inhomogeneities
whose dimensions a r e bounded by the condition

(2.5)

Here R D is the Debye radius , V = | V | = | Vi0 - V,eol

•The difference between the tensors ojje or <7Hi and ae or CTJ is
connected with the fact that the effective force acting on a particle
moving in an inhomogeneous magnetic field depends on its velocity
(F - V2). This affects only the form of the collision tensor or the
tensor of the coefficients R.

tThe motion and spreading of cylindrical inhomogeneities with
strong density perturbation SN - No (meteor trails in the ionosphere)
were considered in a number of papers [72"77]. In these papers, how-
ever, the problem was not solved rigorously. Assumptions which
were not always sufficiently corroborated were made, and the ac-
curacy of the results is therefore not certain.
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and L is the dimension of the inhomogeneity in the
direction perpendicular to V: L = VSN/( V • V<5N).
When the condition (2.5) is satisfied, the pressure of
the proper magnetic field is smaller than the plasma
pressure, so that the field cannot greatly upset the
plasma inhomogeneity. We note that if the problem is
considered in a homogeneous magnetic field Ho, then it
is necessary to satisfy besides (2.5) also the condition

L<c
v^-, (2.6)

which follows from the fact that the magnitude of the
inhomogeneous magnetic field of the current is
limited by the requirement that this field be small
compared with Ho. If the pressure of the external

magnetic field HQ/4TT exceeds the plasma pressure
2N0T, only the condition (2.6) is important.

2.2. Solution of Equation of Motion

a) Velocity of ambipolar drift. The solution of the
linear equation (2.4) in an unbounded plasma is ob-
tained by expanding the sought function in a Fourier
integral in terms of the coordinates. This yields:

l
8Af(r, 0 = (0) eik <r-v (2.7)

where 6Nji( 0) are the Fourier components of the
initial concentration perturbation, Da(/3) is the co-
efficient of ambipolar diffusion (1.12), and V a (£ ) is
the velocity of the ambipolar drift:

(<THeC0S2p + C e sin* P) J l - (7V0Vi0) + (a,,t cos* p + a±i sin* p) JL- ( (2.8)

i) s in2 P

This formula expresses the velocity of the quasineu-
tral inhomogeneity (velocity of ambipolar drift) in
terms of the drift velocities of the electrons and ions
in the inhomogeneous plasma Veo and Vj0. It is very
important that the drift velocity Va turns out to de-
pend on the angle p between the wave vector k and
the direction of the magnetic field Ho. Consequently,
the different Fourier-components of the inhomo-
geneity have different velocities. This means that
when we consider an arbitrary inhomogeneity we can

I I I . 1

speak only of some mean value of its velocity, which
depends on the Fourier spectrum of the inhomo-
geneity, i.e., on the shape of the inhomogeneity. In
addition, the dispersion of the ambipolar drift velocity
Va( /3) leads to a spreading of the inhomogeneities,
in analogy with the spreading of wave packets in a
dispersive medium.

Taking account of expression (2.2) for the drift
velocities of the electrons and ions in a homogeneous
plasma, we can rewrite (2.8) in the form

dae

eJ_ iX) sin2 (2.9)

Here Eeff.i a n d ^eff.e a r e t n e effective electric
fields for the electrons and ions, determined by
formulas (2.3). In a weakly ionized plasma the con-
ductivity is proportional to No, and consequently
3CT/3N0 =(j/N0. At an arbitrary degree of ionization,
the components of the tensors 3a e /3N 0 and 3ffi/3N0

have the following form in the elementary-theory ap-
proximation:

to,,, e2v* do,,, Piy,_

daAt
dN0 " mA*

(2.10)

do,.

dNn

iVim (vem + vei)
2 ' m (ve

Expressions (2.9), (2.10), and (2.3) solve the problem
of the velocity of a quasineutral inhomogeneity in a
plasma, i.e., of the velocity of ambipolar drift.

We note here that in the absence of a magnetic
field the drift in the plasma can give rise to an ex-
ternal electric field and to motion of the neutrals.
From (2.9) it follows that in this case we have

V IT i
d<Je

^1 \\

a B r 1 I 2
mVei

Taking the relation a e (9a i / aN 0 ) = criOcre/9No) into
account, we find that the velocity of the ambipolar
drift in the absence of a magnetic field is equal to the
velocity of the neutral gas. It does not depend on the
external electric field. This is understandable: a
quasineutral inhomogeneity with 6Ne = 6N± becomes
polarized in a plasma situated in an external electric
field E, but does not move, since the force
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F = eE(6N e - SNj) acting on it is equal to zero
(accurate to small terms of order (kRj))2).

b) Plasma in an electric field. For the ambipolar-
drift velocity in a weakly ionized plasma situated in
an external field
from (2.9)[78]

Va = -

Eo in a magnetic field Ho> we get

[EpHJi0H] "H H (EOH) "j
H v*m H* J '

a>' /• £25, N a n n u

y l = l + ^ - C O S 2 B M + ^ - j - f - f S ^ (2.11)

In the absence of the magnetic field, the velocity Va

vanishes. The dependence of the drift velocity on
cos /J for different values of a>H is shown in Fig. 6.
The ordinates represent the following components of
the drift velocity Va in units of (eE cos a)/(Mivim):
Vi - the component in the magnetic-field direction,
V2 - the Hall component (in the E x H direction),
V3 - the component in the Hx [ E x H] direction;
cos a = (H-E) /HE = l/V~2, m^em/M^im = 0.01 (all
the subsequent figures are plotted in terms of the
same units and at the same values of cos a and

Mj^im) . With increasing H and when wg
the first to grow is the Hall component of the

velocity (proportional to Ex H). This is seen from
Fig. 6a, which shows a plot of the velocity Va for
o)fj = 0.5c e m . When WJJ ~ y e m the region of angles

my
< ve m 1

p close to 7r/2 (i.e., k 1 H) is distinct. The com-
ponent of the velocity Va parallel to H increases
rapidly when cos 0 — 0 , and reaches the value of the
electron drift velocity eH/my e m when S2JJ ~ i^im.
This is seen from Fig. 6c (wH = 50y e m ) . In a strong
magnetic field the velocity Va decreases with in-
creasing ratio ^H/^im (Fig. 6d) (con = 1 0 0 l /em)-
However, as before, the component of Va parallel to
H increases rapidly as cos /3 — 0.

The normal component of the drift velocity, Vn

= (k • Vo )/k was determined in a paper by Clemmow
and Johnson '•78. It depends only on the angle fi be-
tween the direction of the magnetic field and the wave
vector k, but also on another angle, which charac-
terizes the direction of the vector k. The velocity Vn

as a function of cos fi is shown for k II [ E x H] in
Fig. 7a and for k 1 [E x H] in Fig. 7b. Curves 1, 2,
and 3 are for UH = ^em» 50ye m , and 100yem, r e -
spectively. It is seen from Fig. 7 that the normal
component of the drift velocity also changes strongly
with changing angle fi. In a strong magnetic field the
normal component of the drift velocity increases
sharply at angles fi close to JT/2.

In the case of crossed fields, E 1 H, the com-
ponent of Va parallel to H which is the most strongly
dependent on the angle fi, vanishes. This case is
particularly interesting, since in other drift mecha-
nisms the effective electric field, as is clear from
(2.3) is usually perpendicular to the magnetic field.
The velocity Va then lies in a plane perpendicular to
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H. The hodograph of the velocity Va is shown in
Fig. 8 as a function of the angle /3 in the case when
E 1 H (aifj = c e m ) , The drift velocity is seen to have
appreciable d ispers ion.

The dispers ion of the ambipolar -dr i f t velocity
leads , f irst , to an influence of the shape of the in-
homogeneity on its mean velocity. Indeed, if the in-
homogeneity is s trongly elongated in the direct ion of
the magnetic field, then the main contribution to its
F o u r i e r spec t rum is made by the region of angles (J
close to TT/2. In this case the inhomogeneity can move
at the velocity of the e lectron drift. Inhomogeneities
that a r e not s t rongly elongated in the direct ion of the
magnet ic field have veloci t ies that a r e only of the
same order as the ion drift. The d ispers ion of the
drift velocity leads a lso to d ispers ion spreading
(attenuation) of the inhomogeneit ies. It will be con-
s ide red in the next sect ion.

In a s t rongly ionized p lasma in c r o s s e d fields
E 1 H, under conditions £2JJ » y j m and ve[ » vem

(these conditions obtain in the ionosphere at al t i tudes
exceeding 200—300 km), the d ispers ion is smal l and
the inhomogeneity moves at a velocity'•80~82-'

a = c[EH]/#2 . (2.12)

This is connected with the fact that under the indi-
cated conditions the e lec t ron and ion drift veloci t ies
a r e approximately equal. The components of the
drift velocity in the direct ions of H and of
H x [ E x H] a r e in this case smal l ; for these com-

ponents, however, a considerable d ispers ion exis ts
as before.

2.3. Spreading and Shape of Moving Inhomogeneities

a) Green ' s function. Dispers ion mechanism of
spreading. The spreading of inhomogeneities, which
had at the initial instant of t ime very smal l d imen-
sions (points) is descr ibed in the p resence of drift by
formulas (1.26) and (1.27), where

B = HY + V(i -H2) (1 - Y2) cos q>, Y = pH/pff, p = r - Va (jx
2) t.

(2.13)

Here [i = cos ji = k • H/kH and q> is the angle between
the rH and kH planes .

The maximum of the function G is attained at
p = 0. In diffusion without drift, this condition de t e r -
mines one maximal point r = 0; in the case of drift
with only one velocity Vo the condition defines only
one point r = Vot. In our case , owing to the d i s p e r -
sion of the drift velocity, V a = V a ( n2), the condition
p = 0 at each instant of t ime t is sat isfied not for
one point, but for a one-dimensional se t of points
- a curve defined by the relat ion

r = Va(nJ)<, (2.14)

where ^0 runs through all values from 0 to 1. With
increas ing t ime, the locus of the maxima (2.14)
moves in space, becomes elongated, and conserves
s imi la r i ty . This is seen from Fig. 9, where the loci

FIG. 8.
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t-0 [H[EH]]
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FIG. 9.
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of the maxima (2.14) were plotted in a plane perpen-
dicular to H for instants of time tj < t2 < t3.*

The length of the locus of the maxima increases
linearly with time. The maximum value of the
Green's function should decrease accordingly. Con-
sequently, the dispersion of the drift velocity leads
to a spreading of the inhomogeneities. This process
of dispersion spreading is faster than the diffusion
spreading, but proceeds only along the locus of the
maxima. In directions perpendicular to this locus,
the inhomogeneity spreads out as a result of diffusion.
Simultaneous action of the dispersion and diffusion
mechanisms should cause the particle density in the
moving inhomogeneities to decrease in time more
rapidly than in stationary inhomogeneities, when only
diffusion is important.

The asymptotic values of the function G(r , t) at
points lying on the locus of the maxima (2.14), i.e.,
for r and t satisfying the relation r = V a( /4) t , can
be calculated by the saddle-point method[66:l. It turns
out here that the principal maximum of the function
G is determined by the condition r = Va( 0)t. The
value of the Green's function at this maximum is
C(r = V.(0)0

D-*/* (0) [1 - Y2 (0)]~1/4

(2.15)

Thus, in the principal maximum the density decreases
with time like l/t7^4. This maximum moves with a
velocity V a ( 0 ) . In other words, the velocity of the
principal maximum of the inhomogeneity is deter-
mined by formulas (2.8) or (2.9) with cos20 = 0.

The second maximum moves with a velocity
V(^ 2) , where /4i satisfies the condition ^
+ y ( Moi) = 1- T n e Green's function at this maximum
decreases like t~15/8. When y = 0 the second maxi-
mum moves with a velocity Va( 1). The Green's
function decreases in this case like f11'8.

In all other directions of the locus of the maxima
(2.14), the Green's function decreases in proportion
to l/t2 . Thus, the concentration of the particles in
moving inhomogeneities decreases with time more
rapidly than in stationary ones when G m a x ~ l / t .
It is this increase in the rate of spreading which
manifests the dispersion mechanism of inhomogeneity
spreading.

b) Shape and lifetime of the inhomogeneities. As
indicated above, the asymptotic expression for the
Green's function has two maxima if drift is present

*The curves in Fig. 9a were plotted for the case when the drift
in the plasma is produced by an external electric field perpendicu-
lar to H (the conditions are the same as for Fig. 8.). In Fig. 9b, the
drift is produced by the wind of neutral particles moving with a ve-
locity Um perpendicular to H (con = 50 î em)- In both cases, the
locus of the maxima is nearly straight and lies in a plane perpen-
dicular to H. In the general case this is a three-dimensional curve.

in the plasma. Accordingly, during the course of its
motion the inhomogeneity should "sp l i t " it were into
two parts moving with essentially different velocities
Va ( 0) and Va (Moi) • In addition, the inhomogeneity
becomes elongated in the direction of the locus of the
maxima (2.14), which joins both indicated maxima.
The direction in which the inhomogeneity becomes
elongated does not coincide in general with the direc-
tion of the magnetic field.

Figures 10a and 10b show equal-concentration
curves for two instants of time in a moving inhomo-
geneityL . This pertains to a weakly ionized plasma,
and the drift is due to motion of the neutral gas with
velocity U m in a direction perpendicular to H. In
this case the velocity of the ambipolar drift is

1 + ^s.-
(2.16)

It was assumed in the numerical calculation p re -
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sented in Fig. 10 that wHAem = 5 0 a n d

= 0.5. Figure 10 shows curves of constant values of
the ratio G(r , t ) /G g (0 , t) in a plane perpendicular
to H( G( r, t) = Green's function for the moving in-
homogeneity, Gg( 0, t) = Green's function at the
maximum of the inhomogeneity if the latter were at
rest and its spreading were determined only by the
diffusion as per (1.28)). The curves of Fig. 10a are
plotted for the instant t = 2Dijj / U ^ , and those in
Fig. 10b for t = 20T>i]l/\J

2
m. When t < 2Din/V*m the

shape of the inhomogeneity is determined by diffusion
spreading. It is seen from Fig. 10a that when
t = 2E>in / U ^ the influence of the drift on the shape
of the inhomogeneity is already quite pronounced (the
curves determined by diffusion alone are shown
dashed in the figure). When t « 2D i||/U^n the shape
of the inhomogeneity is determined completely by the
drift. The inhomogeneity splits in two - two maxima
appear. This is seen from Fig. 10b. The principal
maximum of the inhomogeneity moves in this case,
according to (2.15) and (2.16), in the direction of Um

at a low velocity

^ l (2.17)

The value of the ratio G(r , t ) /G g (0 , t) in the prin-
cipal maximum, at t = 200^1/11^, is already much
smaller than unity; this decrease is the result of the
dispersion mechanism of spreading. The second
maximum, according to the asymptotic formulas,
moves in a direction which does not coincide with the
direction of motion of the principal maximum:

maximum decreases for some time more slowly than
in the first maximum. The relative height of the
second maximum therefore increases and approaches
that of the first maximum. An apparent transfer of
particles from the first to the second maximum takes
place. The value of the function G decreases much
more rapidly at the saddle point between the maxima
than at the two maxima. This shows that the splitting
of the moving inhomogeneity into two parts becomes
more intense in the course of time. The first of these
two inhomogeneities is strongly elongated along the
magnetic field. It moves at a velocity Va ( 0). The
second, which is elongated in a plane perpendicular
to H, moves with velocity V a ( l ) .

It is natural to define the lifetime t of the moving
inhomogeneity, as before, as the time during which
the particle density at the maximum of the inhomo-
geneity decreases by a specified number of times
(p times). For the case considered here this is
shown in Fig. 11. The ordinates represent the ratio
t/t0, where t0 is the lifetime (1.37) of the inhomo-
geneity in the plasma in the absence of a magnetic
field; the abscissas are the dimensionless quantities

= £2 r_ "
DmLM (0.0)

The quantity x is proportional to UmR0/Di| | , where
Ro ~ [n0 /6N(0, 0)]1 /3 is the characteristic dimen-
sion of the initial inhomogeneity. It is seen from the
figure that when x $. 1 the motion has practically no
effect on the lifetime of the inhomogeneity; con-
versely, when x » 1 the lifetime decreases markedly.

= 0.794Um + 0.397 (2.18)

The velocity of the second maximum is larger by
more than 20 times than the velocity of the principal
maximum.

The values of the ratio G( r, t ) /G g ( 0, t) for the
principal maximum (Gi), the second maximum (G2),
and the saddle point (G3) are shown in Table II for
different instants of time t. It is seen from the table
that the concentration of the particles in the second

Table H

Dm

0
2
20

Gi

1
0.92
0.65

G2

0.29

G3

-
0.22

DUI

50
200
800

Gx

0.54
0,44
0.34

G2

0.27
0.25
0.23

G3

0.098
0.045
0.020

3.0

2.0

1.0

0

FIG. 11.

0.1 1.0 10 100

It is easy to verify that in the general case, if the
condition

Jill
(2.19)

is satisfied, then the principal role is played by the
diffusion spreading, and the lifetime of the inhomo-
geneity is determined by formula (1.36) and (1.37). If
a condition inverse to (2.19) is satisfied, the drift
spreading exerts a strong influence. It decreases
noticeably the lifetime of the inhomogeneity.

Let us dwell in conclusion on the conditions
limiting the applicability of Eq. (2.1), which describes
ambipolar motion and spreading of electron-density
and ion-density inhomogeneities in a plasma. Equa-
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tion (2.1) was derived neglecting the influence of the
solenoidal electric field and the perturbation of the
molecule motion. In addition, in the presence of drift,
corrections must be introduced in the expressions
used in the derivation of (2.1), those for the electron
and ion fluxes (0.3) and (0.4). These corrections are
connected with the influence of the inertial (9 V/91)
and nonlinear (V-V)V terms in the equations for
the macroscopic velocities of the ions and electrons.
The influence of the latter factors is explained
in*-43'84 , where it is shown that their role is negligible
if

V% € V\, (2.20)

where V j is the thermal velocity of the ions. It can
be assumed that the role of the perturbations of the
molecule motion is also negligible when the condition
(2.20) is satisfied (here V^ is the thermal velocity of
the molecules), supplemented by the condition (1.41).

As already indicated above, in the presence of
drift a solenoidal electric field upsets the general
homogeneity of the plasma, thus limiting the dimen-
sions of the inhomogeneities (2.5) and (2.6) considered
here. In addition, when account is taken of the
solenoidal electric field, as indicated above (Sec. 1.4b),
three types of diffusion processes come into play.
However, when condition (1.44) is satisfied, the
associated corrections to the ambipolar diffusion and
to the drift are apparently small.

Thus, to be able to use Eq. (2.1) to describe the
motion and spreading of inhomogeneities it is neces-
sary to satisfy the conditions (1.41), (1.44), (2.5),
(2.6), and (2.20). In addition, it must be emphasized
once more that the entire analysis has been carried
out here only under the assumption that the plasma
as a whole is stable.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

For further investigations of the motion and
spreading of macroscopic inhomogeneous formations
in a plasma, it is expedient to note the following. The
question of the behavior of inhomogeneous perturba-
tions in a laminar unbounded plasma can be regarded
as generally clarified. The purpose of further work
would be essentially to solve the inherently nonlinear
problems (when the initial particle density in the
inhomogeneity exceeds by many times the density of
the homogeneous plasma), and also to take into con-
siderations the limits and, of course, to solve ana-
logous problems for an unstable (turbulent) plasma.
It is desirable to investigate in detail the influence of
various microprocesses in the plasma on the s truc-
ture and character of spreading of the inhomogenei-
ties.

Further progress in the study of the phenomena
under consideration is hindered, however, by the lack
of clear and sufficiently complete experimental data.

It is necessary to investigate experimentally, first,
the influence of the form of the inhomogeneity on its
velocity (2.2a) on the speed of spreading (Sec. 1.2a).
It would be of interest to observe the effect of the
splitting of the moving inhomogeneities (sec. 2.3b),
and to separate their dispersion damping (Sec. 2.3a).
The dependence of the velocity of ambipolar drift on
the angle between k and H (sec. 2.2a) can apparently
be investigated experimentally with the aid of radio
waves directed at different angles to the magnetic
field and scattered by the inhomogeneity. The form
of the moving inhomogeneities can probably be studied
by adding luminous or absorbing ionized impurities.*
An extensive experimental investigation of different
singularities of motion and spreading of inhomogenei-
ties in a plasma is essential.
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