
Abstract. Helium at pressures below 25 atm remains liquid at
temperatures down to absolute zero, when the number of ex-
citations in the medium and the concentration of the normal
component become negligible. This makes it possible to use
superfluid helium at low temperatures as a model medium to
study the formation and decay of a turbulent system. Describing
and modeling the behavior of vortices in superfluid helium at
temperatures below 0.1 K, when the amount of the normal
component becomes negligible, are greatly simplified due to
the quantization of the flow of the superfluid component, and
all hydrodynamic properties of helium associated with its rota-
tional motion are determined by quantized vortices. The article
reviews experimental methods for the excitation and detection
of quantum turbulence presented in experimental studies in
recent years, and discusses features of vortex generation by
various methods and at different temperatures of the super-
fluid, the dynamics of change in the concentration of vortices
during the generation and decay of the vortex system, and the
difference between the behavior of quantized vortices under
Kolmogorov turbulence and that under Vinen turbulence.

Keywords: superfluidity, quantized vortices, turbulence, he-
lium-4

1. Introduction

Turbulence is one of the most common natural phenomena
occurring at lengths varying from nanometer (quantized
vortex in a superfluid) to galactic scales (magnetic turbulence
in the interstellar gas). It is an excited state of a system with
many degrees of freedom, far from equilibrium. In fluid
dynamics, turbulence is observed under certain conditions in
the flow, when some characteristic scale parameter exceeds a
critical value, e.g., when the dimensionless Reynolds number
exceeds a few thousand, a turbulent state arises, leading to a
disordered velocity of the flow particles and a chaotic change
in the pressure in the liquid. In a turbulent state, all these
parameters oscillate around the mean values. The Reynolds
number is inversely proportional to the coefficient of
kinematic viscosity (n), and the experimental cell size for
studying the behavior of a turbulent state can be reduced in
size by decreasing n. In this regard, experiments with liquid
helium provide an opportunity to reduce the size of the
experimental setup to study turbulent states by a couple of
orders of magnitude in comparison with experiments with
water or air.

If we talk about liquid helium (boiling point 4.2 K), when
it cools below Tl � 2:17 K under saturated vapor pressure,
helium becomes superfluid, and it can flow without friction
through narrow channels with sizes down to even nanoscale
dimensions. However, the viscosity of flux of superfluid
helium in bigger volumes is determined by the flow of the
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normal component and the interaction of the normal and
superfluid components, which will be discussed below. The
coefficient of viscosity of air (at T � 20 �C) is equal to
n � 0:01 cm2 sÿ1, while, for gaseous helium (T�5:5 K,
2.8 bar), n�3:21� 10ÿ4 cm2 sÿ1, for helium I (T � 2:25 K,
at the saturated vapor pressure), n�1:96�10ÿ4 cm2 sÿ1, and
for superfluid helium in large volumes (T�1:8 K, VSP),
n�9� 10ÿ5 cm2 sÿ1 [1].

The main peculiarity of helium at temperatures below the
phase transition (T < Tl) is that it has two components,
normal and superfluid, and this determines the fundamen-
tally different behavior of helium in comparison with
ordinary liquid. The superfluid component is a liquid in a
quantum-correlated state, which manifests itself in such a
phenomenon as the continuous flow of this component along
closed lines and the existence of quantized vortices. For a large
number of such disordered vortices in superfluid helium, their
motion and the physical parameters of the medium (pressure,
velocity of normal and superfluid components) can be
complex and unpredictable, and for such motions only their
average values are determined. A random tangle of such
vortices is known as a turbulent state of quantized vortices and
is called quantum turbulence. The term quantum turbulence
was first introduced into the literature in 1986 byR JDonnelly
[2] at a symposium dedicated to the memory of G I Taylor.

Hundreds of papers, both theoretical and experimental,
are devoted to the study of the features of quantum
turbulence. Let's focus attention on review publications [3±
8]. Quite recently, a review of computational studies on the
properties of vortex structure reconnections was published [9].

It is possible to compare the behavior of vortices in He-II
at temperatures slightly below Tl (due to the presence of both
normal and superfluid components) and quantized vortices at
temperatures near absolute zero, when the presence of the
normal component and thermal excitations in liquid helium
can be disregarded. The behavior of vortices at ultralow
temperatures is the easiest kind for understanding and
computer simulation due to the description of the quantized
flows of the superfluid component around the vortices.
However, in the region of intermediate temperatures, when
the existence of vortices in both normal and superfluid liquids
is possible, their interaction and energy transfer between them
make the study of turbulence in helium very difficult.

In this review, we will consider turbulent processes in a
system of quantum vortices in superfluid helium-4, mainly at
low temperatures, the peculiarities of the formation of
quantum turbulence, the conditions for the existence of an
equilibrium concentration of quantum vortices during their
steady generation, and the decay of a vortex system, we will
analyze and discuss the results of recent experiments, and,
finally, we discuss conclusions that were made on the basis of
these experimental studies.

2. Turbulence in superfluid helium-4

The effect of superfluidity of liquid helium (He-II) was
experimentally discovered by Kapitza as the ability of liquid
helium at temperatures below 2.172 K to flow through
micron-sized channels practically without any friction [10].
The coefficient of kinematic viscosity, a coefficient connect-
ing the viscous force of friction when a fluid flows through
narrow slots with the corresponding coefficients determined
by the parameters of the slot, decreases during the transition
of helium into a superfluid state by at least 6 orders of

magnitude. This coefficient differs from the values of
viscosity measured during the flow of superfluid helium
through large channels or when helium moves in a large
volume. The first experimental measurements of superfluid
helium flux indicated the nonobservance of superfluidity; it
was found in [11] that the experimentally observed `critical
velocities' at which superfluid hydrodynamics appear are
significantly lower than the theoretical estimates obtained in
Landau's theory of two-fluid hydrodynamics He-II [12, 13].
According to Landau's theory, violation of superfluidity
occurs at flow velocities of the superfluid liquid V
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where e is the energy of quasiparticles in a liquid with
momentum p, mr � 0:16 mHe is the effective mass of the
roton, D � 8:6 K is the minimum energy of the roton and its
minimummomentum p0 � 1:91�Aÿ1, while themeasurements
give the values of the velocities at which hydrodynamic
friction appears, of the order of tens of cm sÿ1 [14±16]. The
larger the channel size, the greater the viscosity calculated
from the flow of superfluid helium through small-sized flow
channels becomes. For a large channel (1 mm or more), the
viscosity of superfluid helium approaches the viscosity of
bulk helium.

The observed differences were explained within the
framework of the two-fluid model of superfluidity, accord-
ing to which helium-II consists of two interpenetrating
liquidsÐ the superfluid and the normal component. The
superfluid component is helium, which is in a quantum-
correlated state. One may define a macroscopic quantum
fluid as a liquid with the wave function as [17]

c � �����
rs
p

exp
ÿ
iS�r; t��

(order parameter), where r and t are a coordinate and time.
The velocity of the superfluid component is defined as
Vs �

�
�h=�m4He�

�
HS. The superfluid component moves with-

out friction, has zero entropy, and does not participate in the
transfer of energy in the form of heat. The following property
of superfluid helium is fundamental for quantum turbulence:
the quantum-correlated state determines the long-range
phase coherence of the superfluid component and imposes
certain restrictions on the flow of the superfluid liquid Vs:
when the phase S changes by 2pn, where n is an integer, upon
returning to the starting point observations, the wave
function does not change, which determines the conservation
of motion of the superfluid component at its circulation. In a
simply connected region rotVs � 0; however, for a multiply
connected volume, the circulation of the superfluid compo-
nent is quantized,

G �
�
C

Vs dl � nk ;

where the integration is carried out along a closed line C. The
multiple connectedness of the circulation volume can be
realized by the presence in the volume of superfluid helium
of a region with disturbed superfluidityÐ the size of a vortex
with dimensions rc being several angstroms for 4He,
rc � 1:28� 0:13�A at T � 0:28 K, and for 3He-B, rc 5 100�A
[18, 19]. The circulation quantum is defined as
k�h=m4He�9:998�10ÿ8 m2 sÿ1, where h is Planck's con-
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stant, and m4He is the mass of a helium atom. By quantized
vortices we mean the region of superfluid flow around the
core of the vortex, by direction of the vortex, the direction of
its core, taking into account the direction of circulation of the
superfluid component, and by density of vortices, the number
of cores through a unit surface.

For a rectilinear vortex, the undamped velocity of motion
of the superfluid component is defined as

Vs � �hn

m4Her
� kn

2pr
;

where r is the distance from the vortex core. The quantum
nature of the motion of the superfluid component around the
vortex core was experimentally confirmed by research groups
working on vibrating wires in superfluid helium [20, 21] and
by experiments on the motion of negative charges connected
with a vortex ring [22, 23]. The motion of the superfluid
component around the core of the vortex determines the
kinetic energy of a unit length of the vortex,

Ev �
� r

rc

prsV
2
s r dr �

n 2rsk
2

4p
ln

�
r

rc

�
;

where the integration is limited either by the size of the vessel
for a single vortex or by the distance to the nearest
neighboring vortices. It is energetically favorable for vortices
to take the minimum possible n: a vortex with one circulation
quantum n � 1 is stable in 4He. For n � �1, ln �l=rc� � 10
(which is quite reasonable for fairly highly dense packing of
vortices), rs � 0:147 g cmÿ3, we obtain the energy per unit
length of the vortex filament E=L � �rk 2=4p� ln �l=rc� �
1:2� 10ÿ12 J mÿ1 � 1:2� 10ÿ18 J mmÿ1.

Quantum turbulence is characterized by a large separa-
tion of size scales: the minimum scale is rc Ð the size of the
vortex core in 4He � 10ÿ10 m, l is the average distance
between the vortex lines (usually estimated as l � Lÿ1=2 �
10ÿ6 m, where L is the vortex density), and the largest scale is
system size D � 10ÿ1 m.

By their nature (continuous flow of the superfluid
component along the closed lines around the vortex core),
quantized vortices in superfluid helium can begin and end on
one of the vessel surfaces, including the liquid±vapor inter-
face, or close on themselves in the form of vortex rings. An
increase in the density of quantized vortices in superfluid
helium is possible in several ways.

� First, an increase in the vortex densities occurs due to
extension of the length of already existing vortex lines,
which, bending under the action of a superfluid flow,
intersect and reconnect with themselves or with neighbor-
ing vortices, and formats vortex loops [9, 24] (Fig. 1a±f).
Numerical modeling within the framework of the nonlinear
Schr�odinger equation showed in [25] that reconnection
occurs when the vortex cores are located at a distance of
several interatomic distances.
� Second, nucleation of vortices is possible from the walls.

To create a vortex from a wall, it is necessary to overcome the
potential barrier, the value of which will be determined as
Umax � �rsk 2=�4p���ln �x=rc� ÿ 1� at a distance x0 from the
wall k=�4pVc�. This barrier can be overcome either thermally
or by quantum tunneling, when the critical speed Vc is
exceeded [26] (Fig. 1g). In helium II (except for temperatures
close to Tl), proper nucleation requires a sufficiently high
velocity of superfluid component VH � 10 m sÿ1, which
makes such a mechanism unlikely. An excess of VN and the
nucleation of vortices of such a velocity is possible on sharp
edges of vibrating bodies or upon ions motion in superfluid
heliumunder the action of an electric field. The experimentally
observed velocities of motion of oscillators in a superfluid
liquid, at which a transition to turbulent vortex production
occurs, have a significantly lower value of � 0:1 m sÿ1, and
the generation of vortices is associated with the first mechan-
ismÐan increase in the density of vortices from remanent
vortices in the volume of the liquid and attached to thewalls of
the container and parts of a device.

Vortex lines can also be formed according to the Kibble±
Zurek mechanism [27±29], when helium quickly jumps into a
superfluid state from the normal state, for example, upon
shock release of liquid pressure. In this case, the coherent
wave functionc can have a different phase in different regions
of space and the vortex lines remain as linear defects
separating the regions with a phase difference along a closed
path 2pn [30].

The clearest method for the formation of ordered vortices
is associated with the rotation with an angular velocity O of a
vessel of radius R with superfluid helium. The total circula-
tion of all vortices formed in it will be pnvR 2k, and the
equilibrium density of vortices in such a device will be
nv � 2O=k [31]. The minimization of the energy of a vortex
system in a rotating vessel forms a triangular structure of
vortices (the Tkachenko vortex lattice [32], similar to the
vortex structure of Abrikosov vortices of type-II super-
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Figure 1. Calculation of time evolution of a vortex ring in the êow of a superêuid liquid in the direction of the diagonal of a cubic cell: conditional time
from beginning of the experiment (a) t � 0, (b) t � 1, (c) t � 2, (d) t � 3, (e) t � 4, and (f) t � 5 (from [18]); (g) illustration of the nature of potential barrier
during vortex nucleation from wall of the cell (from [26]).
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conductors). In a superfluid vortex, along the direction of the
core can exist a transverse wave excitation with a sound
spectrum [33, 34], which was found experimentally [35±37].

When the vessel with superfluid helium stops rotating, an
ordered system of unidirectional vortices turns into a vortex
tangle, in which random processes decreasing the size of
vortex rings occur due to reconnection, diffusion of small
rings, etc. The process of reducing the density of vortices
continues until their equilibrium value is establishedÐ the
remanent vortex density. At a vessel rotation speed of one
radian per second, such a `spin-down' technique allows one to
study the behavior of a vortex system with an initial vortex
density of� 103ÿ104 cmÿ2 [38] and the transformation of an
ordered system of vortices into a turbulent system, and to
study its decay with time, which is confirmed by model
calculations [39].

One of the fundamental questions arising in the study of
the motion of a superfluid liquid is the similarity and
difference between quantum and classical turbulence. First,
a quantized vortex has a quantized circulation of the super-
fluid component, and it differs from a vortex in a classical
viscous fluid. Second, a quantized vortices is a vortex of a
superfluid flow, and it cannot change the magnitude of the
flow in an any closed loop or reduce the velocity of the
superfluid component due to viscous friction, which is typical
of a classical fluid. Such behavior of quantized vortices needs
to have a special mechanism of energy dissipation of a system
of vortices, especially in the absence of excitations in helium
(atT � 0, really below 0.1K). Third, the size of the core of the
quantized vortex is of the order of the coherence length and
for superfluid 4He is only a few angstroms. Therefore, it is
possible to determine with great accuracy the position of the
quantized vortex in the liquid.

These properties make the behavior of a quantized vortex
more definite than a classical one, which facilitates an
accurate description and understanding of the behavior of
quantum turbulence, the formation of a system of quantized
vortices, its development in the process of interaction of
vortices with each other, and its decay. In this respect, the
most difficult behavior to describe is that of superfluid helium
in the temperature range of 1.3±2.0 K. At these temperatures,
along with the quantized flow of the superfluid component
around the vortex core, there is a sufficiently high density of
the viscous normal component, as well as mutual friction
between the normal and superfluid components, which can
act as a source and sink of energy for each of the components.
For a two-component liquid, it is possible to create turbu-
lence by mixing helium II using mechanical devices, for
example, moving through the volume of superfluid helium a
grid [40±42] or stirring the liquid with fan (a kind of `washing
machine' [43]). In this case, both the superfluid and the
normal components of the liquid are turbulent.

The motion of the normal and superfluid components can
be separated by locking themotion of the normal component.
For this purpose, the entrance to and exit from the
experimental volume are closed with plugs with small pores
(superleak), through which the superfluid component can
flow freely, while the motion of the normal component is
inhibited by them. This type of turbulence, in which the
normal component remains stationary according to the
experimental conditions, or the concentration of the normal
component becomes negligible with decreasing temperature,
is called one-component superfluid turbulence. The behavior of
a superfluid liquid at very low temperatures is of particular

interest, since it refers to a simple and fundamentally
important case when there are no complications associated
with the motion of the normal component. Hereinafter, we
will mainly consider quantum turbulence at very low
temperatures.

The behavior of a classical viscous fluid is determined by
the value of the dimensionless Reynolds parameterÐ the
ratio of the velocity of the body relative to the fluid, the
dimensions of the moving body, and the viscosity of the fluid.
The enlarging of the Reynolds parameter over the critical
value leads to a transition to the turbulent state. The behavior
of superfluid turbulence is determined by two dimensionless
parameters [44]. One of them is the internal parameter q,
which characterizes the value of the friction force acting on
the vortex relative to the nondissipative forces that determine
the inertial motion of the vortex. The appearance of this
parameter is associated with a description of the forces acting
on a vortex in a superfluid liquid (an analogue of the Navier±
Stokes equation for a classical viscous fluid, derived with
averaging over scales larger than the characteristic distance
between vortices), which determines the time evolution of
vortex filaments for which V � Vs.

If we consider the processes only in a superfluid liquid and
the motion of the normal component can be ignored, then we
obtain the equation [45, 46]

qV
qt
� Hm � �1ÿ a 0�V� x� a x̂� �x� V � ; �1�

wherex� H� V is the superfluid vorticity, x̂� x=o, and the
dimensionless parameters a 0 and a determine the reactive and
dissipative forces acting on the vortex when it moves relative
to the normal component. By introducing the notation
q � a=�1ÿ a 0�, equation (1) can be written

qV
q~t
� H~m � V� x� q x̂� �x� V � :

The first three terms define the inertial processes in classical
hydrodynamics, and the fourth term with the parameter q
determines the dissipation. For q > 1, the dissipative pro-
cesses will dominate, and the flow of the superfluid compo-
nent will be laminar; if q5 1, inertial processes will
predominate, which makes possible the development of
turbulence. Thus, the inverse parameter qÿ1 determines
whether the flow of the superfluid component will be stable
in case of its random deviation or the system can go into
disordered motion (Fig. 2b). In classical hydrodynamics,
developed turbulence described by the Kolmogorov spec-
trum is formed at Re4 1. In a superfluid, developed
turbulence can arise at q5 1.

The second parameter of superfluid turbulence, which
determines the nature of turbulence, is the superfluid
Reynolds number Res � VD=k, which contains the circula-
tion quantum k, which characterizes the quantized vorticity
in superfluid.

Two parameters q and Res control the transition between
two classes of superfluid turbulence. The first is the
semiclassical regime, when energy transfer is formed simi-
larly to theKolmogorov cascade (modified by dissipation due
to mutual friction of the normal and superfluid components
and the possible transfer of energy between normal and
superfluid vortices, state II). This type of turbulence of the
superfluid component is characterized by a state where the
vortices are locally polarized and vorticity quantization does
not play a fundamentally important role for energy transfer in
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pulse space. The second type of turbulence is Vinen's
quantum turbulence (state I), where the properties of the
system are determined by the quantization of vorticity around
individual vortices and the system of vortices is isotropic.

Kolmogorov turbulence, the energy spectrum of which
has the form E�k� � kÿ5=3, is located in the range of wave
vectors 1=D5 k5 1=l, where D is the size of the system. In
Kolmogorov turbulence, quantized vortices can move
together with vortices in a normal fluid. Such turbulence
can arise, for example, during intense mixing of superfluid
helium (`washing machine' [43, 52]) at high temperatures
(above 1 K). The turbulent Kolmogorov spectrum in this
size range is also confirmed by model calculations [54]. The
Kolmogorov type of turbulence is possible for one-compo-
nent superfluid turbulence during the formation of superfluid
vortex bundles, as shown in the inset in Fig. 2a, although we
are not yet aware of experimental observations of such a
behavior of vortices.

Vinen turbulence is characterized by a random vortex
tangle with one dominant length scale l. The main experi-
mental evidence for the existence of Vinen turbulence is that,
if the vortex tangle decays, then the vortex line density
decreases as L � tÿ1 [55, 56], which is consistent with the
phenomenological Vinen model [57], which assumes a
homogeneous and isotropic vortex configuration. The same
decay L � tÿ1 was observed in numerical calculations [58],
which also showed that the energy spectrum remains largely
concentrated near k � 1=l.

A possible diagram of division into regions is shown in
Fig. 2a. At a high flow rate Res 4 1, the boundary of the
behavior of a superfluid liquid between the turbulent and
`laminar' states approaches the vertical axis q � q0 � 1. The
line of demarcation of the two superfluid turbulence regimes
arising at small q corresponds to the ratio Res q

2 � 1. The
idea of such a demarcation lies in the conditions when, at a
distance less than D0, the detailing of the structure of
individual vortices becomes unimportant and this corre-
sponds to the condition Vs0D0 � q 2VsD � q 2kRes > k, or
Res > 1=q 2 4 1. At high quantum Reynold's numbers,
turbulence of the semiclassical type arises, which is character-
ized by a Kolmogorov-type cascade, possibly modified by

mutual friction of the superfluid and normal components in
He-II, which determines the transfer of energy between
systems. Turbulence in this state becomes similar to that in
classical fluids. At lower values of the Reynold's parameter,
Vinen-type quantum turbulence develops. However, in
contrast to classical fluids, the steady state of turbulence is
determined not by viscosity but by the parameter of mutual
friction q between the normal and superfluid components,
and the energy losses of quantized vortices occur due to
phonon emission at the motion vortex kink along the vortex
core after reconnection (Kelvin waves, whichwill be discussed
in Section 11).

Apparently, a division into two types of turbulence does
exist, or at least such a picture of a rather abrupt transition
between the laminar evolution of injected vortices and the
emerging turbulent multi-vortex state of the entire superfluid
liquid was observed at q of the order of unity for 3He-B [59].
There is a similar behavior of superfluid 4He at small q
numbers: the existence of two different superfluid turbu-
lences, in particular, is indicated by the fact that, at large
Res numbers, the energy transfer in the inertial region of the
frequency spectrum for both helium II and helium I are
identical and correspond to the Kolmogorov spectrum
E� f � � fÿ5=3 (experiments with fast rotation of a fan in
helium at Re � 106, T � 2:3 K, 2.08 K, and 1.4 K [43]).

3. Density of vorticesÐVinen's quantum
turbulence

The main characteristic of quantum turbulence is the density
of vortices per unit area L. For homogeneous turbulence, the
direction of vortices is isotropic, although, for bunches of
quantized vortices that can arise with intense mixing of a
superfluid liquid and high quantum Reynolds numbers, one
can determine the anisotropy and density of vortices, as well
as the average vorticity of the liquid (as in Fig. 2a for the
Kolmogorov type of superfluid turbulence).

Vinen first quantitatively described the dynamics of the
density of vortex linesL�t� in the studies of 1957±1958 [57, 60±
62] based on experimental data. For a uniform density of
vortices L, the distance between vortices is l � Lÿ1=2. The
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Figure 2. (a) One possible diagram of the dynamic states of vortices on the plane (Res, q) according to illustrations in [47, 48]. Symbols on the graph are the

results of experimental work. Black dotsÐ transition from state I to state II which was obtained in experiments with superlicks, when the motion of the

normal component is inhibited [49]; circles [50] and crosses [51]Ða similar transition in the case of counterflow of the normal and superfluid components.

(b) Temperature dependence of qÿ1 showing the stability of the flow of the superfluid component at random deviations [53].
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density of vortices is determined by two processes: the rate of
generation of vortices and the rate of their decay. If the
process of vortex generation is determined by the velocity of
the superfluid component, its gradients, and the value of the
counterflow of the normal and superfluid components in the
presence of heat fluxes, i.e., external influences on a superfluid
liquid, the decay process is determined by a change in the
shape of moving vortex rings, cascade fragmentation of
vortex rings when they intersect with themselves or neigh-
bors in a turbulent system (reconnection processes), a
decrease in the size of vortex loops due to interaction with
the normal component, radiation energy byKelvin waves as a
motion of kinks along the vortex core, and finally, the
diffusion of vortices from the place of their generation and
their disappearance on the walls of the vessel.

The ratio of these two processes (generation and annihila-
tion) will determine the temporal dynamics of the density of
vortices

dL
dt
�
�
dL
dt

�
g

ÿ
�
dL
dt

�
a

:

Vinen measured the density of vortices by the attenuation of
second sound waves, using the counterflow of the normal and
superfluid components during local heat emission as a vortex
generator, which determined the operating temperature range
above 1.3 K. In the phenomenological theory of quantum
turbulence, Vinen proceeded from the locality of the change
in the vortex density, that interaction forces act on the
vortices, determined in some form from the distance between
the vortices, the interaction forces of the normal and super-
fluid components of Vns � VnÿVs. A dimensional analysis
and the experimental fact of the growth of the vortex ring
radius that is proportional to the acting force [63] allow us to
conclude that the density of vortices in the vortex coil grows
as �

dL
dt

�
g

� aVjVnsjL 3=2 ; �2�

where aV � Ca, with a constant C of the order of unity,
determined from the experiment.

To determine the decay rate of the vortex structure, Vinen
suggested a mechanism analogous to classical isotropic
turbulence, which implies the existence of an inertial interval
of energy transfer from the pumping region to the dissipative
region at large wave numbers. In the theory of homogeneous
isotropic turbulence, the energy dissipation associated with
inertial energy transfer is described as [64]�

qu 2

qt

�
a

/ ÿ u 3

lvisc
;

where u is the characteristic velocity on the scale lvisc,
corresponding to the viscous limit of the inertial interval. If
we take as lvisc the distance between the vortices l � Lÿ1=2,
and as the velocity u the velocity of the superfluid component
at a distance l from the vortex core as V � k=�2pl � �
�k=2p�L 1=2, then, as a result, the vortex decay rate can be
written as�

dL
dt

�
a

� bVL 2 ;

where bV is a parameter close in order ofmagnitude to k=�2p�.
A similar dependence is obtained when we consider the
probability of dissipative processes in a vortex system arising
due to reconnection and the decrease in the size of vortices
associated with this process. The probability of a reconnec-
tion for each vortex will be proportional to the density of the
vortices. If we are interested in energy losses in a system of
vortices, i.e., the rate of decrease in the total length of the
vortices during the interaction of all vortices with each other,
then we obtain the value � L 2. As a result, the change in the
density of vortices in space with a uniform and isotropic
distribution of vortices will be written as follows:

dL
dt
� aVjVnsjL 3=2 ÿ bVL 2 : �3�

This relation is called Vinen's equation.
Vinen's equationmakes it possible to estimate the average

density of vortices under stationary conditions, when
dL=dt � 0. It is not difficult to see that the equilibrium
density of vortices will arise at a constant heat flux, when
there is a counterflow of the normal and superfluid compo-
nents of the Vns. Experiments with the generation of vortices
by a heat flux are carried out at temperatures where the
density of the normal component cannot be ignored, i.e., at
temperatures T > 1 K.

The condition for the applicability of Vinen's equation is
the need for the existence of remanent vortices (so-called
remanent vorticity) in the volume of liquid helium to increase
their density during heat fluxes (Fig. 1a±f). If at the beginning
of the experiment or after the collapse of the vortex system
after the heat flux is turned off the density of vortices is equal
to 0, then no vortices will arise for any value of Vns. Such a
picture is observed when smooth filaments oscillate, if they do
not have pinning vortices, for which even high speeds of their
movement do not lead to a transition to a turbulent state in
the system. The possibility of vortex nucleation from the
vessel walls was discussed earlier (Fig. 1g).

We point out that, almost always, despite all the
precautions in preparing the experiment with superfluid
helium, there are remanent vortices in the liquid, which are
pinned on all surfaces. In Figure 3, shown is the temporal
change in the quality factor of a quartz tuning fork, the value
of which depends on the pinning of vortices (as an added

32,096.5

32,095.6
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

Time, h

0.20
0.17

0.14

0.11

0.08

0.05

0.02

R
es
o
n
an

t
fr
eq
u
en
cy
,H

z

L
o
w
d
ri
ve

li
n
ew

id
th
,H

z

Figure 3.Time dependence of the quality factor of a quartz tuning fork and

its resonant frequencies in superfluid helium-4 at temperatureT � 10 mK.
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mass) at a low temperature [65]. It is clearly seen that the
quality factor of the tuning fork varies over a fairly wide
range, as does its resonant frequency. We will consider in
more detail the possibility of quartz tuning forks to detect
vortices in Section 14.

To test the proposed phenomenological theory, Vinen
measured the scattering of second sound waves as a function
of time in two channels with cross sections of 2:4� 6:45 mm2

and 4:00� 7:83 mm2 and a length of 20 cm at temperatures
from 1.3 K to Tl at various intensities of heat flux. These
measurements were the basis of the proposed theory,
although other relations are possible for the growth of L
when the vortex flow is turned on, in particular, relation (2)
may look like �dL=dt�g � aFjVnsj2L, which is somewhat in
disagreement with the experimental data. This relation
corresponds to the case when the influence of vortices on
each other is neglected and only Vns is dominant in the
Magnus effect, which is responsible for the increase in the
length of the vortex.

From Vinen's equation, one can determine the stationary
concentration of vortices at a constant heat flux:

Lst � a 2
V

b 2
V

V 2
ns � g 2 V 2

ns : �4�

Vinen's equation makes it possible to estimate the time of
formation of a vortex tangle tV. Integration of relation (3)
gives the divergence in time to reach the value of Lst;
therefore, to estimate tV, it is possible to determine the time
of creation of the vortex density L � Lst=2:

tV � cv�T � _qÿ3=2 : �5�

4. Generation of quantum turbulence
by heat flows. Interaction of second sound waves
with a vortex structure

For temperatures above 1 K, when there is a significant
amount of the normal component, the absorption of second
sound waves is used as one of the main methods of detection
of quantum turbulence. The features of second sound
propagation in superfluid helium-4 have been studied in
detail and described in many papers (for example, in [1, 66±
68]). Here, we shall review the interaction of second sound
waves with vortices and the generation of a vortex tangle by
heat fluxes in He-II.

Experimental studies of the propagation of second sound
waves in rotating containers (with angular velocity X) have
shown a dependence of the signal attenuation with respect to
angle y (between the direction of the vortices aligned along the
axis of rotation and the direction of propagation of sound
waves) [69, 70]. One can write the mutual friction force Fns

between the normal and superfluid components as

Fns � ÿak rs rnr
L�Vn ÿ Vs� sin2 y ;

taking into consideration the total rotation of single vortices
in the containerX� 1=2 kLx̂. The attenuation of the second
sound waves, proportional to the value of Fns, will be
proportional to the vortex density L and for homogeneous
quantum turbulence hsin2 yi � 2=3. There are two limiting
cases: when sin2 y � 0 for the parallel direction of the vortex
axis and the propagation of the second sound and sin2 y � 1 in
the perpendicular direction.

Superconducting bolometers [71] are used as a detector of
second sound waves; the transition temperature of the super-
conductor depends upon thematerial of the film, and it can be
shifted to lower temperatures by applying a magnetic field.
Sensors based on membranes with small pores (� 100 nm)
[72] are also used as receivers. The membrane sensor action is
based on the ability of the superfluid component to flow
through small pores, while the viscous normal component
cannot go through. As a result, the pressure inside the sensor
changes in accordance with the change in the amount of the
superfluid component (and the temperature in the measured
wave). Both sensors have their own advantages and dis-
advantages.

Heaters of various types are usually used as a source of
second sound waves, such as film resistances, as can porous
membranes for the detector.

Two methods are used to measure the absorption of
second sound wavesÐpulsed and resonant. The resonant
technique has a higher sensitivity, but is limited by its
temporal resolution, which is determined by the quality
factor Q of the system; a high Q slows down the system
response upon a change in absorption along the path of
second sound waves. The pulse technique has a higher
temporal and spatial resolution but has a lower sensitivity.
The technique for measuring the absorption of second sound
waves usually uses wave propagation in the direction
perpendicular to the source of turbulence. For example, the
change in the resonant characteristics of standingwaves of the
second sound is measured in the direction of a perpendicu-
larly elongated ampoule, along the long side of which a fine
mesh is stretched at high speed [41] or a constant heat flow is
turned on [72, 73]. In the first case, the absorption of the
second sound allows the decay processes of a vortex system
associated with both the superfluid component and the
normal one to be investigated. In the second scheme of the
setup, it is possible to study the formation of quantum
turbulence, its stationary characteristics, and its decay, i.e.,
to investigate its temporal parameters and dependences on
the magnitude of heat fluxes.

Interaction of vortices and ions in liquid helium. Another
way to study quantum turbulence over the entire temperature
range is to study the propagation of charged particles in
superfluid helium. The motion of positive helium ions (He�)
creates a compaction zone of helium atoms, forming a nano-
solid-helium aggregate consisting of about 20 helium atoms
(`Ferrell's snowball model' [74]), while the motion of negative
charged particle such as electrons forms a nanosized bubble
due to quantum mechanical repulsion of the environment by
a light particle (electron)Ð `Atkin's bubble model' [75]. Such
a bubble in liquid helium has a rather large hydrodynamic
added mass of about 200 helium atoms. The motion of both
kinds of ions can be controlled by an externally applied
electric field and is affected by the presence of quantized
vortices. Due to the pressure gradient of the superfluid
circulation around the vortex, there is an attractive interac-
tion between ions and vortices that can capture ions by the
vortex cores.

Generation of vortex turbulence by heat flows. Experi-
mental studies of counterflow turbulence in He-II began
with experiments on heat transfer through channels of
different sizes. The heat flow in He-II is characterized by the
counterflow of the normal and superfluid components and
has no obvious counterpart in flows of a classical ordinary
viscous liquid. If one tries to find a possible connection
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between thermal backflow and classical turbulence, thermal
convectional turbulence is a likely candidate.

The heat flux with density _q emitted by the heater at one
end of the channel is carried away only by the normal liquid,
while, because of mass conservation, the superfluid compo-
nent moves in the opposite direction. Thus, a counterflow
occurs along the channel with velocity Vns � Vn ÿ Vs. The
velocity of the normal liquid is Vn � _q=�STr�, where S is the
specific entropy of He-II, assuming that _q is fully used to
transform the superfluid component into a normal liquid.
The velocity of the superfluid component Vs is calculated
from the condition rnVn � rsVs � 0. At relatively small
values of Vns, the flow remains laminar. An increase in eddy
turbulence and an increase in the number of eddies begins at a
certain heat flux density, the value of which can be determined
experimentally. One of the methods for determining the
transition to quantum turbulence was implemented by
visualizing the motion of counterflow with the help of
optically excited helium atoms and, consequently, observing
the time-dependent position of moving excited atoms [76]. In
the temperature range of 1.6±1.8K and at a constant heat flux
_q < 30±50 cmÿ2, the counterflow remains laminar. Exceed-
ing the indicated values of the heat flux leads to the
appearance of a turbulent state of superfluid helium, which
is characterized by its disordered flow, and the behavior of the
luminous path changes when the flux density exceeds 60±
65mWcmÿ2 [77]. Similar values of the heat flux, which do not
transfer the fluid into a turbulent state, were obtained in [78],
where the vortex state was tested by measuring the tempera-
ture gradient.

The phenomenological theory of vortex generation by a
heat flux has been considered in detail in reference [79]. In
brief, for a weak heat flux, the mutual friction Fns and the
term dV=dt, which determines the acceleration of the motion
of the corresponding component, are equal to zero, based on
the continuity equations for superfluid helium and taking
into account that the heat flux through superfluid helium is
defined as the motion of a normal component. This
assumption leads to the following equation of state for
liquid helium:

Hp � rSHT ;

a relation known as the London equation. The pressure
gradient caused by a laminar Poiseuille flow of the normal
component is defined as

Hp � ZH 2Vn ;

where Z is the viscosity of the normal component. When a
laminar heat flow streams along a tube with diameter d, the
pressure difference is

Hp � 32ZVn

d 2
;

and we obtain for the laminar heat flow in a long pipe

HT � 32Z
r 2S 2Td 2

_q :

At high heat fluxes, as we noted above at _q > 30±
50 mW cmÿ2, mutual friction occurs, which is determined
by an increase in the number of vortices, and quantum
turbulence is formed. In this case, the mutual friction term

Fns turns out to be dominant in the Navier±Stokes equations
for the normal and superfluid components. This quantity was
defined in [80] as

Fns � AGMrsrnjVs ÿ Vnj3 ; �6�

where the AGM coefficient is called the Gorter±Mellink
constant. If we assume that the mutual friction of the normal
and superfluid components is dominant in the Navier±Stokes
equation at high heat fluxes with developed quantum
turbulence, then the temperature gradient is defined as

HT � Fns

rsS
:

As a result, we get

HT � AGMrn
S

�
_q

rsST

�3

:

Equation (6) was further modified by Schwartz [81] to include
a small velocity shift V0, which is associated with the
beginning of the formation of turbulence in the vortex
system, considering the Vinen equation. So, the final
equation has the form

Fns � Lst f � AGMrsrn�Vn ÿ Vs ÿ V0�2jVn ÿ Vsj :

AGM is calculated from experiments on the appearance of a
temperature gradient at heat flows that form fully-developed
turbulence, and it has a temperature dependence of the form
AGM � T 3 (Fig. 4).

The formation of a turbulent state requires time to
increase the density of the vortex tangle in the counterflow
that occurs during heat emission, so the transition to
turbulence for heat pulses occurs at significantly higher heat
flux densities. In measurements of double thermal pulses with
a duration of 10 ms, the transition to an increase in the
absorption of the second pulse occurs: _q � 10ÿ15 W cmÿ2.
The decrease in the second heat pulse means that it traveled
through the medium, where the density of vortices had
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already begun to increase. The increase in the vortex density is
proportional to time [84]:

dL
dt
� g
�

_q

rST

�5=2

t :

The power at which the density of vortices began to increase
significantly decreased when the successive launches of
double signals were a few milliseconds shorter. During the
times between launches, the density of residual vortices
remained sufficiently high. In [85], a cooling pulse was used
as a test signal after a heating one. Positive±negative
temperature pulses appear during the propagation of a long
thermal pulse in the three-dimensional geometry.

An approximate division of the state of superfluid helium
depending on the duration of a single pulse under the effect of
a heat flux is shown in Fig. 5. The scheme can be conditionally
divided into six regions of heat flux influence on superfluid
helium, depending on their temporal impact. IÐ laminar
Poiseuille counterflow of normal and superfluid components
in the region of constant heat fluxes _q < 30ÿ50 mW cmÿ2;
IIÐ short thermal pulses, where the heat flow propagates
with the second sound speed, and the vortex system does not
have time to develop; IIIÐ region of heat transfer with vortex
multiplication, with quasi-classical turbulence formed due to
friction of the normal and superfluid components, and the
line of separation of regions II and III is approximately
described by relation (5): tV � cv�T � _qÿ3=2, where coefficient
cv�T ��0:1 W3=2 s cmÿ3 (and depends on temperature [87]);
IVÐconditional regionwhere pulses begin to generate a fully
developed turbulent state [84]; VÐ fairly dense vortex tangle
formed near the heater, which decelerates the normal
component; this process leads to a local transition of super-
fluid helium to the normal state, followed by boiling [88];
VIÐ film boiling of helium on a heater [89], where the time of
simmer at pulsed heating tboil is described by the relation
_qt

1=2
boil � C, where C � 0:05ÿ0:5 W cmÿ2 s1=2.
It is worth recalling that the above diagram is conditional

and shows only trends in the formation of the state of
superfluid helium under different temporal-thermal actions,

and the actual behavior can differ greatly depending on the
geometry of the experiment. For example, at a constant heat
flux of 50 mW cmÿ2, a uniform density of vortices should be
established in the entire sample volume over times of the order
of � 10 s. However, in experimental investigations of the
distribution of the temperature gradient in a long capillary at
a constant heat flux [90] that was enough for the development
of the turbulent state in a capillary (Din�1:4 mm,L � 8:0 m,
_q � 44ÿ60 mW cmÿ2,T � 1:34 K), the settling time was two
orders of magnitude longer, while the vortex tangles moved
both from the side of the heater and from the open part of the
capillary with velocities of 1±3.7 and 0.1±2.5 mm sÿ1, respec-
tively. This experiment confirms the necessity for a remnant
vortex density to generate quantum turbulence upon its
formation by a counterflow of the normal and superfluid
components.

The technique of forming a vortex structure by counter-
flow of the normal and superfluid components makes it
possible to use the attenuation of second sound waves as a
detector of the vortex structure. The temperatures at which
such studies are possible lie above 1 K, where the density of
the normal component is still high. However, in this
temperature range, turbulence can be established in both
normal and superfluid systems, which interact together
through mutual friction. In order to interpret the experi-
mental data, it is necessary to take into account the
deceleration of the normal component near the channel
walls, which causes distortion of the flat profile of the
counterflow Vns and becomes significant in experiments in
thin channels. In general, vortex generation by a heat flow is
characterized by the first term in Vinen equation (3) and
depends on the resistive interaction constant a and on the
value of the counterflow.

Experiments on the study of the vortex distribution in a
wide channel (rectangular section of 1� 2:3 cm2) [91] with
the help of negative ions during their formation by the
counterflow determined that the density of vortices over the
channel cross section is uniform and the normal liquid flow
profile is flat, except the viscous flow region near the walls
(� 1 mm), with an accuracy of several percent.

Measurements of the temperature gradient along a
channel with a counterflow of the normal and superfluid
components [92] showed that there are several stable
turbulent states, depending on the geometry of the experi-
mental cell. In rather large round or square channels, the
laminar flow undergoes the first transition at heat flux _qc1,
above which the measured DT only slightly exceeds the
extrapolated laminar value. At _qc2, the second transition
occurs, above which the measured DT increases sharply.
These turbulent states are referred to as TI and TII (Fig. 6).

The possibility of the existence of the TI state under
conditions when _qc1 < _q < _qc2 was noted in work on the
attenuation of second sound waves [57, 60±62], as well as in
experiments on measuring the pressure difference [93] and
temperature difference [51, 78] upon passage of a constant
heat flux.

The Biot±Savart law is usually used in full or local form to
model and calculate the behavior of vortex filaments. The
Biot±Savart law takes into account the motion of a liquid
(superfluid component) around the vortex core and the effect
of this motion on other vortices. The full Bio±Savart law
considers the influence of all volume elements on a given
segment of the vortex. The approach requires a rather large
number of calculations. Often, the local Biot±Savart law is
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used to model the behavior of vortices, taking into account
only the influence of the nearest segments of the vortex line
based on considerations that the closest segments of the
vortex line have the greatest effect on the dynamics of the
vortex point, i.e., in calculations, they are limited to sections
of the vortex filament. This significantly weakens computing
power requirements. Considering the transition of the system
to a turbulent state, it was shown in [94] that the simulation of
a vortex filament in a steady counterflow turbulence using the
full Biot±Savart law gives isotropic turbulence, while calcula-
tions in the local approximation create a layered structure of
vortices that does not transition into an isotropic turbulent
state. Since agreement between the experimental data and the
theory of homogeneous isotropic turbulence is worse at TI
than at TII (for which this theory works quite well), the state
of TI can be inhomogeneous and not isotropic. This behavior
is associated with a low density of generated vortices. The low
density of vortices at TI sharply reduces the influence of
superfluid flows from distant vortices and increases the
influence from nearby parts of the vortex.

As experiments have shown, the geometry has a strong
influence on the turbulence generated by the counterflow. In
rectangular channels with a big aspect ratio (1:10) and a small
size of less than 100 mm, only one transition was observed at
_qc3, denoted in contrast to the previous transitions as TIII
[91].

The existence of two clearly distinguishable stable
turbulent states in the `counterflow' turbulence of He II, as
well as the existence of the TIII transition in small channels,
has been a mystery for a long time. One possible explanation
was proposed in [95], where it is assumed that the superfluid is
turbulent in the TI state, but the normal fluid is still laminar.
Thus, the transition from TI to TII may correspond to the
onset of the transition of the normal component of helium II
to the turbulent state. However, a similar behavior of the
transition from a laminar flow to a developed turbulence
through a certain intermediate state was also observed at
ultralow temperatures, when the turbulence of the normal
component cannot exist in principle. An alternative inter-
pretation will be discussed in Sections 9, 10, 13, and 14.

The complexity of interpreting the results of experiments
with the generation of turbulence by heat fluxes is associated
precisely with the presence of two components that interact

with each other, and turbulence can arise both in the
superfluid and in the normal component.

In the experiments described in [96], the motion of the
normal component was suppressed by creating a flow of only
the superfluid component through two porous plugs (super-
leaks) using the fountain effect. However, taking into account
the mutual friction of the normal and superfluid components,
some toroidal flow of the normal component still remains in
this setup of the experiment. The results of the measuring
concentration of vortices by the attenuation of second sound
waves in a directed flow of only the superfluid component are
shown in Fig. 7. The graphs in Fig. 7 (upper-left inset) clearly
show the change in the regime of vortex generation with an
increase in the flow velocity of the superfluid component: we
call this transition from laminar flow (L) to turbulent flow
(TII), in accordance with the results presented above, TI. An
intermediate region of the velocities is also observed in the
transition from laminar motion to the regime of developed
quantum turbulence in experiments where the generation of
turbulence takes place via the motion of oscillating bodies in
superfluid helium at low temperatures.

The results of investigations of vortex generation using
heat fluxes are difficult to interpret due to the movement of
both the normal and superfluid components, the possibility of
the existence of turbulent states in both systems, their mutual
friction, and energy transfer between them. The situation is
simplified when the superfluid liquid is cooled to tempera-
tures below 0.1 K, where the concentration of the normal
component can be ignored. However, the `counterflow'
regime of turbulence generation under such conditions is
impossible, and other methods are used to create vortices, in
particular, oscillations of various kinds of solids in a super-
fluid liquid.
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5. Generation of turbulence by moving bodies

The use of the motion of bodies or fluids around bodies
immersed in fluids to generate turbulence has a long history
dating back to the observations of Leonardo da Vinci, whose
drawings of vortices in water demonstrate perhaps some of
the first documented interest in turbulence. One of the
methods in experimental fluid dynamics for the inception,
growth, and decay of turbulence in fluids, both classical and
superfluid helium, has been the observation of the change in
the quality factor of oscillating bodies in a medium under
resonant conditions. We would like to mention the recent
reviews by Vinen and Skrbek [97, 98] that analyze the
possibilities of generating turbulence using oscillating sys-
tems.

When a solid body moves in a liquid, the resistive drag
experienced by it depends upon the cross section of the body
As, its speed V, the viscosity of the liquid, and its density. The
value of the drag force depends on the drag coefficient Cd,
which is determined by the conditions of fluid flow around the
body under circumstances of turbulent flow:

F � 1

2
CdrAsV

2 � gV 2 : �7�

In classical fluids, the turbulent coefficient CT
d at high

velocities depends on the shape of the body and is approxi-
mately constant cT, of the order of unity. The drag coefficient
is defined as g � CT

d rpR
2=2 for a sphere, e.g.,CT

d � cT � 0:4.
At low velocities, when the flow is laminar, a dissipative

drag arises from the viscosity of the fluid and is known as the
Stokes drag. The drag coefficient CL

d for an object oscillating
with a frequency f � o=�2p� is given by the expression
CL

d � cL
������
on
p

=V, where n is the kinematic viscosity and cL is
a geometric constant of the order of unity. This relationship is
valid when the penetration depth d � �����������

2n=o
p

of the viscous
fluid flow is small compared to the size of the object. The ratio
of the object size to the penetration depth determines the
Stokes number bS � fd 2=n � �d=d�2. The Stokes number is
much greater than 1 for typical objects with dimensions of
several millimeters moving in normal helium bS 4 1. For a
laminar flow, the drag force (7) will be proportional to the
speed of movement.

The turbulent drag will be equal to the Stokes drag at
speed

Vx � cL
cT

������
on
p

: �8�

Characteristic drag coefficients for bodies of various shapes
are shown in Fig. 8. The drag coefficient Cd becomes about
unity at Reynolds numbers Re � 102ÿ103.

In a classical fluid, however, oscillating objects usually do
not have a well-defined critical velocity above which the flow
becomes turbulent: the flow becomes more complex as it
transforms from low-velocity laminar to higher-velocity
turbulence. Often, there is a wide transition region with
many completely different flow regimes, while the drag
coefficient Cd changes smoothly with an increase in speed
[99, 100].

To characterize the motion of a body in a fluid, in
particular at resonant oscillations, the Keulegan±Carpenter
number (KC) is determined as a dimensionless quantity that
characterizes the ratio of the drag force to the inertia forces
for oscillating bodies in a fluid at rest: KC � 2pA=d, where A
is the relativemotion amplitude and d is the size of themoving

object, such as the diameter of a cylinder. A small KC number
means that the inertia forces dominate, while a large number
means that the (turbulent) drag forces prevail. In classical
liquids, the picture of the formation of a turbulent structure
varies, depending on the Stokes and Keulegan±Carpenter
numbers [99].

The flow of the low-speed motion of a body in super-
fluid 4He must be potential. However, the movement of an
oscillating body in a fluid is also associated with the
movement of the volume and mass of the surrounding
fluid. The additional mass of fluid will affect the kinematic
drag coefficient, which is proportional to the amplitude of
the body's oscillations (and the speed of its movement). The
determination of the mass of an oscillating body will include
an additional term related to the penetration depth of the
viscous motion, which will be close to zero at low
temperatures, where the density of the normal component
rn will be negligibly small.

The resonant frequency and the width of the frequency
resonances of the oscillator in a liquid are affected by the
forces of hydrodynamic resistance. In this case, both the
reverse fluid flow around the oscillating body and the viscous
resistance of the flowing fluid lead to a decrease in the
resonant frequency and additional energy losses, which
affects the quality factor of this resonant system. Thus, the
effective mass of an oscillating body in liquid helium can be
written as the sum of three terms:

mHe � meff � brHeV � BrnAsd :

Here, meff is the bare mass of the oscillator, the second term
represents mass enhancement due to back flow, and the third
term is the mass of the viscous layer attached to the oscillator.
For a rectangular beam oscillating in the direction perpendi-
cular its lengthL,V � TWL, whereT is its thickness, andW is
its width (L4T; W ),As � 2LT� 2LW is the area of the side
faces, rHe is the density of helium, and b and B are geometric
constants of the order of unity. In superfluid helium at low
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temperatures, the last term asymptotically approaches zero,
so that only the term associated with the added mass affects
the resonant properties of the oscillator.

In superfluid 4He, the drag force of a mechanical
oscillator at high velocities is approximately proportional to
V, corresponding to a constant drag coefficient Cd, as is
usually the case in turbulent motion in classical fluids.
However, in contrast to classical liquids, the rate of transi-
tion from laminar to turbulent flow in superfluid helium
occurs quite abruptly.

The methods used in the investigation of superfluid
helium for the generation and detection of turbulence
consist of tracking the motion of oscillating bodies under
resonant conditions and measuring the speed of their
motion, depending on the magnitude of the applied mechan-
ical stresses. Vibrating grids, levitating spheres, supercon-
ducting wires, and quartz tuning forks are some of the
resonators used extensively to study superfluids. Recently,
micro- and nano-electromechanical systems (MEMS and
NEMS) have begun to be used as small-size and vanishingly
small mass resonators. At temperatures above 1 K, methods
include rotating blades [43] and grids drawn along the
channel [41, 42, 102±105], and the creation of fast flows
with high Reynolds numbers around standing objects with
the help of turbines [52, 106]. In Section 6, we shall focus on
temperatures much less than 1 K, at which the normal
component can be ignored and at which the methods of
`heat counterflow' and the `washing machine with high Re'
cannot be applied yet.

6. Oscillating resonant systems
at low temperatures

Circular grid membranes [107±111]. The first experimental
technique employed to study the generation of vortices at low
temperatures was the excitation of resonant oscillations of a
thin transparent metal grid custom made in the form of a
circular membrane [107]. A nickel grid 90 mm in diameter
(Fig. 9a) was sandwiched between two electrodes, each at
distance of 1mm from the grid, forming a dual capacitor. The
mesh grid (75% transparency) had square cells with a
thickness of 6 mm, width of 17 mm, distance between the
metal strips of the grid of 111 mm, and grid mass m � 85 mg.
The grid surface roughness was less than 2 mm.Ahigh voltage
(about 500 V, Fig. 9b) was applied to the grid, and an
alternating voltage was applied to one of the electrodes
(control), which made the mesh oscillate due to electrostatic
attraction. The second electrode, owing to time-varying
induced charge, served as a detector. The resonant frequency
in different designs of the device was � 1 kHz, while the
quality factor of the oscillatory system in a superfluid liquid at
low excitation voltages and low temperatures reached 2� 105

[111]. A transition to the turbulent regime was observed at
grid velocities of � 2 cm sÿ1. The maximum amplitude
corresponding to such vibration was A � 30 mm.

Levitating sphere [112±115]. Another system to probe
superfluid 4He involved a ferromagnetic (SmCo5) ball of
diameter D � 0:2 mm with a bare mass of 27 mg levitated in
the space between two superconducting plates of a flat
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capacitor (4mm in diameter) with a distance of 1mmbetween
the plates (Fig. 9c). The ball was charged up to� 1 pC during
the cooling of the device until the superconducting transition
of the niobium capacitor, at which point the sphere lifts in the
space and levitates. Furthermore, an alternating electric field
to one of the plates forces the sphere to oscillate at its
characteristic resonant frequency ( f � 120 Hz). The second
plate picks up the induced charge, and the resulting current
determines the displacement and speed of the sphere. The
quality factor of the system at low temperatures in a vacuum
reached 106, and about � 104 in superfluid helium at
T � 25 mK. It was observed that the critical speed for
transition to the turbulent regime was Vcr � 1:94 cm sÿ1.
The displacement amplitude corresponding to such a velocity
was A � 270 mm. For a sphere with a radius of 75 mm (mass
m � 15 mg), resonance f � 236 Hz, andVcr � 4:2 cm sÿ1 was
observed at all temperatures below T � 1:6 K [112]. In [115],
the Q-factors of the sphere oscillations in the laminar regime
were measured in a fairly wide temperature range. The results
of these measurements are shown in Fig. 12 in Section 7.

Quartz tuning forks. Tuning fork (quartz) resonators have
found wide application as a viscosity sensor for various
liquids at different temperatures, including fuel level meters
in car tanks. In recent years, quartz tuning forks have found
wide application in low-temperature physics for the study of
quantum turbulence. The advantages of such resonators
include their mechanical rigidity, simplicity of installation,
thermal cycle stability, high quality Q factor, and low cost.
The most used quartz tuning forks have a resonant frequency
of 32 kHz in air at room temperature. These resonators are
used as a frequency standard in electronic watches
( f � 215 Hz�32;768 Hz) (Fig. 9d). A Q factor of 105 in a
vacuum at low temperatures and 104 in superfluid helium in
the absence of thermal excitations has been found. The
dimensions of quartz tuning forks determine their resonant
frequency. The tuning fork prongs have a width and thickness
of the order of fractions of a mm, the length of the prongs
varying from a fewmm to tens of mm. The observed resonant
frequencies of tuning forks used in low-temperature experi-
ments were from 4 to 300 kHz. The critical velocities for the
onset of quantum turbulence depends on the resonant
frequency (Section 10). So, for the resonant frequency
f � 32 kHz, Vcr � 10 cm sÿ1 and A � 0:5 mm. The effective
mass of the tuning fork prong is m � 400 mg [116].

The technique for measuring the piezoelectric response of
a quartz crystal (Fig. 9d) is shown in Fig. 10. One of the
prongs is excited using an AC drive voltage, and the induced

current (nA) in the second prong is measured using a lock-in
amplifier with the help of a I±V convertor. A similar scheme
was used to measure velocities of motion as a response to the
exiting force for a grid oscillator (Fig. 9b) and levitating
sphere (Fig. 9c).

Superconducting wires in a magnetic field. This technique
for the generation and detection of vortices has been used
extensively in superfluid 3He (see, for example, [117, 118])
(Fig. 11a). The essence of the technique is the measurement of
the oscillation amplitude as the AC voltage of a super-
conducting NbTi wire with a diameter of 2±3 mm in a
magnetic field of � 25 mT under resonant conditions when
an alternating electric current is passed through the wire. The
induced EMF that arises on the wire when it moves in the
magnetic field is proportional to the speed of the wire. The
typical geometry of such resonators is shown in Fig. 11a; the
distance between resonator legs � 1 mm, wire curvature
diameter � 1 mm. The resonant vibration frequencies for
such resonators are of the order of 1±3 kHz. The quality
factor of such a system is Q � 1000 ± 3000, Vcr � 10 cm sÿ1,
A � 20 mm, m � 10 ng.

MEMS and NEMS resonators. With the development of
photolithography and micro-electronic technology, it has
become possible to manufacture micro- and nanomechanical
resonant systems, test them in superfluid helium, and use such
devices as generators and detectors of quantum turbulence.
Thus, in the last few years, investigations were done to study
the interaction of MEMSs and NEMSs with vortices in
superfluid helium at low temperatures.

Studies [120, 122±124] describe experiments with MEMS
resonators consisting of a central plate � 200� 200 mm2

suspended on curved springs at a height of 1.25 and 0.75 mm
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from a substrate (for two tested systems). The masses of the
central plates were 0.345 and 0.277 mg. The central plate was
driven by electrostatic interaction between comb-drive
actuators attached to its sides and stationary electrodes
attached to the substrate (Fig. 11b). To improve the
conductivity, a metal film was deposited on the structure.
Themanufacturing procedure forMEMSs is described on the
manufacturer's website [125]. Depending on the distribution
of constant charges on all electrodes, the resonating plate
could oscillate with different modes, the amplitude of which
was set by alternating electrical signals. The alternating
current flowing in the system was proportional to the speed
of the plate. The resonant frequencies for vibrations along the
plane of the plate (direction x, Fig. 11b) were 24.1 kHz,
perpendicular to the plane (in the direction z)� 15 kHz. Two
more rotational modes were observed with an axis along axis
x f � 25:6 kHz and along the z-axis f � 16 kHz. The quality
factor in vacuum reached 104. The surface roughness did not
exceed 10 nm.

At the Quantum Technology Center, Lancaster Univer-
sity, UK, mechanical resonators with sizes of fractions of a
micron have been developed and successfully used in the
study of quantum turbulence [121, 126, 127]. TheNEMSused
in these experiments had the dimensions of resonant stripes
T � 130 nm thick,W � 300 nmwide. The length of the strips
was L � 30 mm and 150 mm and they were located at 1 mm
from the substrate plate. The resonant frequencies for these
two resonators were f � 11:6 MHz and 1.6 MHz. The main
substrate material was undoped silicon; the resonator strip
was made of silicon nitride (100 nm), on which an aluminum
conductive layer of 30 nm was deposited during the
manufacturing process. The mass of the resonant strip was
m � 15 pg. Placed in a magnetic field of 10 mT, in a vacuum,
the resonator had a quality factor of 5� 106 at a temperature
of 7 mK. Aluminum in such magnetic fields remained in a
normal state. The schematic of the experiment andmeasuring
equipment is shown in Fig. 11c.Wewill discuss the generation
and detection of vortices by MEMS and NEMS systems in
more detail in Section 14.

7. Quality factor of oscillating systems

To be used as a generator or a detector of quantum
turbulence, resonators must have a very high Q factor.
Therefore, it is no coincidence that, when indicating the
Q-factor achieved by the aforementioned resonators, the
measurement temperature is indicated. At high temperatures
(T > 1 K), the quality factor of the resonator will be
determined by the interaction with roton excitations in
superfluid helium. At temperatures of 0.7±0.1 K, the quality
factor is limited by interaction with ballistic phonons, and
only at lower temperatures does the material of the resonator
and the accuracy of its manufacture determine the energy
losses of the device.

In Fig. 12 is shown the influence of the temperature of
superfluid helium on energy losses of resonators of various
designs under resonant conditions. For all the oscillating
structures shown in the graph, the main losses are determined
by thermal excitations in liquid helium, and only at
temperatures below 0.3±0.1 K is the maximum sensitivity of
such resonators achieved. The interaction of the oscillating
resonator with phonons is proportional to T4 in a tempera-
ture range of 0.2±0.8 K; the dependence is plotted as dashed
lines. For high-frequency NEMS resonators, one of the

significant reasons for the decrease in the quality factor of
the system is magneto-mechanical losses, the magnitude of
which is proportional to the magnitude of the magnetic field
squared (left side of the graphic). Another effect that affects
the quality factor of resonant systems at low temperatures is
the dissipative losses of oscillating systems associated with the
emission of sound waves.

8. Sound emission by oscillating systems

It is well known that vibrating bodies emit sound waves. For
superfluid helium, in addition to the first sound, it is possible
to emit waves of the second soundÐ the counterflow of the
normal and superfluid components. For a plane oscillating in
the direction normal to the plane, the amplitudes of two
sound waves (first and second sounds) are determined by the
relationship b 2

e TV 3
2 =CV1, where be is the thermal expansion

coefficient, T is the temperature, V1 and V2 are the speeds of
the first and second sounds, and C is the heat capacity. Thus,
the energy transfer to the second sound radiationwill bemuch
weaker than to the first sound, except for special cases of
resonant amplification of the second sound inside the
experimental cell.

Quartz tuning forks, by analogy with musical tuning
forksÐ standards of pitchÐemit sound waves. The emis-
sion of sound waves will also occur at zero temperature,
which can limit the quality factor of the oscillatory system at
low temperatures. Theoretical models of sound radiation in
an infinite medium were presented in [129, 130]. In the
simplest case of acoustic emission, one can consider radia-
tion into an infinitely large unbounded volume of a classical
fluid with negligible attenuation of propagating sound waves.
In this case, all the energy of the emitted waves is carried away
from the source, and it is more or less easy to find an
analytical expression for the radiation power of the oscilla-
tor, allowing certain simplifications regarding the geometry
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of the oscillator and ignoring the dissipation of sound waves
propagating in the liquid. Models of emission of sound by
vibrators consider three-dimensional (3D) and two-dimen-
sional (2D) radiation. The calculations take into account two
limiting cases: when the length of the sound waves is much
larger than the dimensions of the emitter and when it is much
less. The cutoff frequency for an oscillating system with
dimensions of the order of several mm is fgr � 100 kHz, and
for dimensions of the order of several mm, fgr � 100 MHz.
For ordinary quartz resonators, as well as for micron
superconducting filaments, the emitted waves can be con-
sidered in the long-wavelength limit.

Calculations of sound emission [131] showed that, for
both 3D and 2D cases of wave propagation, the emitting
power is determined, as for sound radiation by a long
cylinder, by the relation

P � C0o noLn l
e V 2 ;

where C0 is a constant depending on the width and thickness
of the oscillating body, on the speed of sound in the liquid,
and on the density of the liquid; no � 5 for 2D and cylindrical
radiation, and no � 6 for 3D; the exponent nl of the effective
length of the oscillating system Le is equal to 2 for 3D
radiation and is equal to 1 for the other two cases; V is the
speed of the emitter. It is possible to determine the energy loss
of the resonator due to the emission of sound waves by
comparing the quality factor of the system in a vacuum and
in liquid under the same temperature. The influence of
vibration frequencies of quartz tuning forks on the quality
factor of resonators was determined experimentally in [129,
130] (Fig. 13). The dotted line on the graph corresponds to
D f � f 5. Fitting the experimental results showed that the
three-dimensional acoustic emission model describes the
experimental data better. At high temperatures and at low
resonant frequencies, the hydrodynamic component of
vibration energy absorption is dominant. For these tempera-
tures, acoustic impedance becomes significant for frequencies
above 100 kHz. At low temperatures (below 0.35 K), the

acoustic component of oscillation damping can be significant
already in the frequency range above 10 kHz.

Note that all the measurements presented here were
carried out at very small oscillation amplitudes, so that the
measured drag forces were proportional to the velocity. Thus,
in [130], it is indicated that the main mechanism of energy
dissipation at low speeds of the tuning fork prongs is
associated with the emission of sound, and this mechanism
was assumed to determine the mutual influence of the tuning
forks on each other. At a much higher velocity of tuning fork
vibration, quantized vortices are generated in superfluid
helium, and the transfer of energy to the vortex systemÐso-
called turbulent dragÐbegins to play a fundamentally
important role.

9. Vortex generation by oscillations of solids

Measurements of the resistance to the movement of oscillat-
ing bodies showed that at low speeds the drag force is
proportional to the velocity, which corresponds to the
laminar flow of the liquid. When the critical value of the
velocity is exceeded, the turbulent drag increases rapidly with
a growth of the amplitude and the velocity of the oscillations.
The change in the behavior of hydraulic resistance in liquid
helium at high temperatures occurs rather gradually (as in
ordinary liquids), but becomes sharp at low temperatures,
although the transition to the turbulent regime occurs at
approximately the same critical velocities. An example of
such behavior is shown in Fig. 14.

As we noted earlier, the response of a resonant system and
its transition to the regime of generation of turbulence are
affected by the temperature of the liquid and the presence of
excitations in superfluid helium, which actively attenuate the
resonant oscillations of the device. In addition, the prehistory
of the experiment has a significant effect on the transition to
the turbulent state.

At low temperatures, the transition to turbulence is often
accompanied by hysteresis: as the driving force increases, the
transition to the turbulent state is accompanied by a sharp
drop in velocity. As the excitation signal reduces, the velocity
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decreases to values measured at laminar motion, and there is
usually a small jump in the increase of the motion velocity,
corresponding to a state of potential fluid flow. The return to
laminar motion occurs at significantly smaller forces and at
lower velocities of the oscillator. Such behavior was
observed for most of the oscillating systems used to generate
vortices in superfluid helium (Fig. 15); however, the
magnitude of the hysteresis and the conditions for returning
to the laminar regime of oscillations strongly depend on
many factors, including the mass of the oscillating body and
the roughness of its surface. The hysteresis depends on the
influence of individual vortices on the behavior of the
oscillatory system, on the possibility of pinning vortices on
the resonator surface, etc. The change in the behavior of the
resonator during its transition from laminar to turbulent
oscillations is clearly visible on the drag coefficient of the
system (7). Moreover, if the laminar flow around an
oscillating body is determined by the presence of excitations
in superfluid helium (i.e., by temperature), then the transi-
tion to the turbulent state occurs at approximately the same
speed of the vibration. Developed turbulence (reaching the
stationary value of CT

d ) has a close value according to the
dependence F � CT

d V
2 in a wide temperature range, both in

the presence of excitation in superfluid helium (T > 1 K)

and at low temperatures (T down to mK). Along with the
quadratic dependence of the resistance force on the velocity
of the body, the transition of the flow regime from laminar
to turbulent is accompanied by an increase in the value of
CT

d . For example, for the graphs shown in Fig. 16, CT
d

increases by 20±40 times at minimum temperatures. The
change in the behavior of oscillations during the transition
from laminar motion L of an oscillating body to developed
turbulence TII can be explained by the existence of an
intermediate region TI, in which individual vortices are
generated by pinned vortices (see Fig. 19a in Section 12)
due to an increase in the length of vortices when they move in
a superfluid liquid together with an oscillating surface, self-
and neighboring vortex reconnection, and ballistic motion of
the resulting vortex loops (see Fig. 19b in Section 12). The
presence of several critical velocities and different mechan-
isms of energy transfer from the resonator to superfluid
helium was observed in experiments with free damping of
grid oscillations at low temperatures. Experimental tempera-
tures were 10 mK, pressure P � 5 bar, with high purity 4He.
At small initial amplitudes and velocities of grid oscillations
AB < 3:5 mm sÿ1 (experimental technique and geometry in
Figs 9), the velocity corresponds to the movement of the
middle of the grid, and the attenuation of oscillations is
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determined by the quality of the system and the laminar flow
of the superfluid liquid. The free grid motion is described by
the exponential damping with the exponent time t � 56 s.
An increase in the initial speed of the grid leads to a change
in the nature of the movement. It is seen in Fig. 17 that, for a
speed of several mm sÿ1, the energy losses of the grid increase
intensively and this loss of speed continues to values of 0.4±
0.7 mm sÿ1, after which the mode changes to laminar
damping of oscillations. If the initial grid velocity was
greater than 10 mm sÿ1, the termination of energy pumping
into the system is accompanied by rapid damping followed
by laminar damping. In accordance with the previous
definitions, we also refer to these transitions as L, TI, and
TII. At very large oscillation amplitudes (and grid movement
velocities greater than 2±3 cm sÿ1), a TIII turbulent state
arose, characterized as a very rapid decrease in the oscilla-
tion amplitude with characteristic times of seconds, followed
by laminar damping.

At low initial speeds of the grid movement, with an
increase in the amplitude of oscillations in the TI mode, a
switching mode appears at the amplitude of oscillations,
when the maximum grid speed periodically changes (a
discussion of this behavior is given in Section 13).

When generating turbulence by oscillatory systems, one
can compare the effect of dimensions on the laminar±
turbulent transition, for example, for spheres of different
diameters. Experiments with a ball on an elastic suspension
were presented in [134]. The ball radius was 3.5 mm,
resonance frequency f � 320 Hz, Q � 3000, and critical
velocity was Vcr � 0:14 cm cÿ1. At similar vibration frequen-
cies ( f � 236 Hz) but at lower temperatures (with cooling to
25 mK) and a smaller sphere radius (75 mm), the authors of
[112] determined the critical transition velocity as
Vcr � 4:2 cm cÿ1. A comparison of the Reynolds quantum
numbers for these two cases showed the closed values of� 50
and 30. These Re values were closed to Reynolds numbers
obtained in [49] for a stagnant flow of the normal component
(Fig. 2a). For two spheres with very different sizes at these
temperatures (both 1.5 K and 0.3 K), qÿ1 4 1, i.e., exceeding
the critical velocity VCr corresponds to the transition from
the laminar flow to the Vcr turbulent state.

10. Influence of the frequency of oscillation
on the critical velocity of the transition
to a turbulent state

At low temperature experiments, it was found that the
velocities of the resonator vibration at which the transition
to the turbulent regime occurred depended significantly on
the oscillation frequency. It was shown above that in super-
fluid 4He the force of resistance to the movement of a
mechanical oscillator at high velocities is approximately
proportional to the square of the velocity, which corresponds
to a constant drag coefficient Cd, as is usually the case with
turbulent drag in classical liquids. The transition to turbu-
lence in classical fluids is accompanied by a smooth change in
the drag coefficient (see Fig. 8), while the transition to one-
component superfluid turbulence occurs quite abruptly (see
Fig. 16).

For a classical fluid at low speeds in a laminar flow, the
dissipative drag force (Stokes drag) arises due to viscosity,
and this force for an object oscillating with a high frequency is
defined as CL

d �cL
������
on
p

=V (see Section 4). This relationship is
valid when the viscous penetration d � �����������

2n=o
p

is small
compared to the size of the object. This condition is certainly
correct for standard quartz tuning forks in normal liquid
helium. If the turbulent drag is equal to the Stokes drag, we
may estimate the characteristic velocity of an object in a fluid
at which turbulent vortex generation begins (8), Vx �
�cL=cT�

������
on
p

. From this relation the speed of the onset of
turbulence is proportional to the square root of the oscillation
frequency times the viscosity of the fluid. The situation
changes in superfluid helium, especially at low temperatures,
when the superfluid at low velocities exhibits a purely
potential flow without viscous drag. In this case, the quality
of the resonant system is defined by its own losses, which can
be measured in a vacuum. The onset of `turbulent' resistance
may not necessarily be strictly associated with the developed
turbulence in the sense of the irregular motion of a vortex
tangle. The increase in drag can be caused by the emission of
single vortex rings, as shown in Section 9, in the TI mode.

From measurements of the decay of quantum turbulence
[38, 61, 62, 135], there is more and more evidence that
quantum turbulence behaves similarly to turbulence in a
classical fluid with an effective kinematic viscosity, the value
of which is usually written as a multiple of the circulation
quantum of a superfluid fluid: k � h=m, where m is the mass
of an 4He atom for superfluid 4He, or the double mass of an
3He atom for superfluid 3He. The similarity between
quantum and classical turbulence is supported by theoretical
arguments [18, 136±138], experiments that investigate fluc-
tuations in a superfluid flow [43, 139, 140], and computer
simulations [141, 142].

By analogy with formula (8) for classical turbulence, one
could expect the critical velocity of the onset of quantum
turbulence in the form

Vcr �
������������
bTok

p
; �9�

where bT is a constant of the order of unity, depending on the
geometry of the flow.

The frequency dependence of the critical velocity given in
formula (9) can be obtained using the dynamic scaling
arguments for the vortex motion. These arguments were
first used to explain the critical rate of turbulence formation
by high-amplitude second sound waves [143, 144]. In [145],
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dependence (9) was rigorously obtained using dynamic
scaling of the equations of vortex dynamics.

The first experimental confirmation of the frequency
dependence of the critical velocity given by formula (9) was
obtained in experiments with levitating balls [146, 147].
However, equation (9) should be valid only at relatively
high frequencies, where the oscillation amplitude A � V=o is
small compared to the size of the object R. An experiment to
test the influence of the oscillation frequency on the
transition to turbulent generation of vortices was done with
a set of quartz tuning forks [128]. In this work, the
measurements were carried out on a comb of tuning forks,
which were cut from a quartz plate with a thickness of
W�75 mm and a prong width of t � 90 mm. The distance
between the prongs of the tuning fork was also the same,
90 mm. The length of the tuning fork prongs L determined
their resonant frequency, which ranged from 6.5 to 300 kHz.
The measurement results are shown in Fig. 18.

Critical velocities of the transition from the laminar to
turbulent regime correspond to the relation Vcr �

�������������
0:7ko
p

,
where k is the circulation quantum. At lower frequencies,
when the oscillation amplitude exceeds the size of the object
R, it can be estimated that the critical velocity will become
frequency independent [148]:Vcr � k=R. The transition of the
system to a turbulent state at amplitudes larger than the
characteristic dimensions of resonating systems were
observed in experiments with a grid and superconducting
wires. The data from these experiments are also shown in
Fig. 18. For the lowest resonant frequencies in experiments
with a levitating ball, the critical velocities were significantly
higher than those calculated by relation (9), which may be
explained by the small number of pinned vortices, which is
determined by the peculiarity of the experimentsÐ the
absence of contacts between the sphere and the chamber
walls.

11. Dissipative processes in superfluid helium

At temperatures at which the normal and superfluid compo-
nents exist, there is an interaction between the components,

and, for homogeneous turbulence (Vinen turbulence), the
energy transfer from the oscillating body to the vortex system
is defined as

E � n 0�k 2L 2� ; �10�

where n 0 is the effective viscosity, and the relation k 2L 2 is the
effective root-mean-square vorticity of the superfluid compo-
nent [149]. Thus, relation (10) can be an analogue of the
energy flow in the inertial turbulence interval for classical
Newtonian fluids. By analogy with classical fluids [5], energy
is transferred to large eddies and flows through the Richard
inertial cascade into the dissipation region, where the flow
becomes laminar. The energy spectrum of such a process has
the Kolmogorov form

E �k� � CKE 2=3kÿ5=3 ;

where E�k� dk is the energy of the turbulent system per unit
mass of the liquid, associated with the wave vector in the
range from k to k� dk, E is the energy flux through the inertial
cascade per unit mass, i.e., the pumping rate into the vortex
system is equal to the rate of energy dissipation in the system
(due to viscosity or with the help of another mechanism), and
CK is a constant of the order of unity. For a classical fluid, the
energy dissipation is determined by the viscosity E � nho 2i,
where ho 2i is the flow vorticity. In the range of wave vectors
greater than l, energy transfer through the Richard cascade
occurs due to vortex reconnections and the formation of
smaller vortex loops, i.e., the process is semiclassical. In
experiments with high Reynolds numbers (for example, the
`washing machine' [43]), it was experimentally shown that the
semiclassical behavior of a vortex tangle only applies to
length scales much larger than the average distance between
vortex lines. However, any similarity between the classical
and quantum velocity fields must disappear at length scales
comparable to or smaller than the distance between the
vortices. In this case, the flow of the superfluid component
must be very different from the velocity field in the classical
flow.

On scales of the order of or less than l, quantum effects
(circulation quantization and, connected with it, the existence
of vortex line cores) should stronglymanifest themselves in the
velocity field of the superfluid component. It can be assumed
that, in the absence of viscosity of a normal fluid, the
Kolmogorov spectrum and the corresponding energy flux
from large scales to the region of small sizes, related to the
motion of the fluid as a whole, will smoothly merge with the
spectrum of quantum turbulence at kl! 1. The velocity for
the Kolmogorov spectrum can be rewritten as

V 2�k� � CKE 2=3kÿ2=3 : �11�

Then, on a scale of lengths l, the characteristic velocity should
be the same as for a homogeneous vortex tangle. This velocity
is of the order of the velocity of the superfluid component at a
distance l from a single vortex and is determined by the
expression

V 2�lÿ1� � bk 2

l 2
; �12�

where the parameter b depends on the geometric arrangement
of the vortices. With a smooth connection between equations
(11) and (12) on the distances between the vortices (kl! 1),
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we obtain

E �
�

b
CK

�3=2

k 3lÿ4 �
�

b
CK

� 3=2

k 3L 2 � n 0�k 2L 2� :

With such a qualitative analysis, it turns out that the effective
viscosity for quantum turbulence will be of the order of
magnitude

n 0 �
�

b
CK

�3=2

k :

Thus, this quantity is of the order of the circulation quantum.
At low temperatures, the usual viscosity in liquid helium

no longer exists, and a superfluid liquid requires another
mechanism for the dissipation of the energy pumped into the
system. One of the possible mechanisms may be reconnection
processes, which lead to the appearance of Kelvin waves
(waves moving along the vortex core). The distance between
the vortices l � Lÿ1=2, while the characteristic radius of the
vortex loop for the case of uniform turbulence will be�

1

R 2

�
� 1

l 2
� L :

The speed of reconnections can be estimated from a
dimensional analysis. During the interaction of a vortex
tangle, there is one dimensional parameterÐ the average
distance between vortices lÐand the value l 2=k can act as a
time scale. Then, the rate of reconnections per unit volume of
vortices should be of the order of klÿ5 � kL5=2 [5].

Computer modeling has shown that, when a straight
vortex and a vortex ring intersect and reconnect, Kelvin
waves scatter on the newly formed vortices [150]. The
reconnection of two straight vortices forms regions of high
curvature on these new vortices, which, due to the tension of
the vortex core, move at a high speed along the vortex. An
experimental observation of reconnection processes was
presented in the work of a group from Maryland, in which,
by decorating vortices with hydrogen microparticles [151±
153], it was possible to observe the formation of Kelvin waves
[154, 155]. At high temperatures with a relatively high
viscosity of the normal component, the curvature of the
vortex rapidly decreases due to friction forces. At low
temperatures, in the absence of viscosity, Kelvin waves with
large curvature running along the vortex core emit phonons.
The emission of phonons in a superfluid liquid at zero
temperature can be the main dissipative mechanism of
energy loss by a vortex.

For an isotropic vortex tangle with a distance between
vortices l, the velocity field of the superfluid component
acting on a neighboring vortex will be

Vs�l � � k
2pl

:

Themotion of the vortex line on the characteristic dimensions
l is connected with the frequency as

o � k
l 2
:

This relationship is of fundamental importance for the
emission of sound or phonons with frequency o. If we
consider two rectilinear vortices located at a distance of 2b
and moving under the action of mutual velocity fields, then
the rate of energy loss that they radiate during their mutual

motion per unit length of the vortex will be [156, 157]

dEL

dt
� rk 7

�4p�5c 4b 6
;

where c is the speed of sound. Let us imagine that the vortex
ring has a size of 2b, which is equal to the distance between the
vortices. The estimated time for the vortex ring to lose its size l
and its energy will be defined as the rate of energy transfer of
the vortex to Kelvin waves per unit mass of liquid. This value
is of the order of magnitude [5]

~E � Gk 3lÿ4 � Gk 3L 2 ;

where the factor G is of the order of one. Thus, for the case of
energy emission in the form of phonons due to kinks in the
vortex lines, the effective dissipative parameter, the effective
viscosity for the case of the absence of real viscosity in a
superfluid liquid, is of the order of magnitude k:

n 00 � zk ;

where the numerical factor z is in the range of 0.05±0.3 [26].
Spin-down experiments [38] on the decay of eddy

turbulence at T � 0:15 K showed that the value of n 00 is
close to 3� 10ÿ3. However, it can be shown that there is a
region of wave vectors � lÿ1 for which turbulence is situated
in the intermediate region between the Richard cascade and
dissipation due to Kelvin waves. According to the theoretical
concepts of [158], in the process of energy transfer to the high-
frequency region, there is a bottleneck in the accumulation of
vortex energy in the wave vectors of the beginning of the
formation of Kelvin radiative processes, which can well
explain such a small value of n 00 observed in experiments.

By analogy with the viscosity of classical liquids and the
normal component of helium-II at high temperatures, one
can estimate the ratio of the Keulegan±Carpenter number
(KC) and the Stokes number bS by introducing the concept of
effective viscosity in accordance with the arguments given
above and assuming for all experiments the parameter
z � 0:11. According to the results of these experiments (see
Table), at temperatures at which we can ignore the concentra-
tion of the normal component, the transition to the turbulent
regime for a variety of structures with different sizes is
described by the relation KC�b 1=2

S �14:9�5:1.
For classical liquids, changing the Keleghan±Carpenter

number and the Stokes number bS transforms the structure of
the generated vortices in the liquid. For water, it is possible to
draw a rather conditional line of the difference in the behavior
of the generated vortices. As noted above, at large KC values,
the inertial forces in the fluid predominate during the
movement of an oscillating structure, and at low Stokes
numbers a turbulent mode of motion occurs. The transition
from laminar to turbulent behavior takes place at a ratio of
the oscillation frequency and viscosity in the system corre-
sponding to equation (8). For a classical fluid, this transition
is determined by the following relation:

Vx � cL
cT

������
on
p

A ;

and the drag coefficient at the speed of transition to the
turbulent regime is written as

Cd � 2asS
A

������
on
p 1

V
� 2

���
2
p

pasS
A

1

KC
�pbS�ÿ1=2 ;
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where S is the area of the moving body, A is the cross section
of the body, and the coefficient for the cylinder is
as � �3p=4�

���
2
p

. Thus, the transition to turbulent flow at
values Cd � 0:5ÿ2 will occur at the ratio KC� b 1=2

S � 10.
In work on the visualization of the formation of vortices
during the oscillation of a cylinder [99], the transition from a
two-dimensional vortex structure of theKarman vortex street
to a three-dimensional one (i.e., the regime of developed
turbulence) occurred at KC� b 1=2

S > 30. Measurements of
vibrations in superfluid helium of three quartz tuning forks at
temperatures above 1.4 K [97], where the viscosity of the
normal component cannot yet be disregarded, showed that
the transition occurred at KC� b 1=2

S � 17.
Thus, the characteristic ratios KC� b 1=2

S for the transi-
tion of a fluid around an oscillating body to a developed
turbulence regime for both a classical fluid and superfluid
helium at high and low temperatures have close values.

12. Influence of pinned vortices
on the generation of quantum turbulence

As experimental studies show, the critical velocities of the
transition to turbulent vortex formation fundamentally
change after the first creation of vortices in the liquid
volumeÐwith the second and subsequent increases in
velocity, the critical velocities usually become significantly
lower. The generation of vortices by the counterflow of the
normal and superfluid components requires the presence of
vortices in the bulk of the liquid; otherwise, the growth of
turbulence (and the temperature gradient) occurs only as the
vortex front diffuses from the heater or from the cold end of
the pipe [90]. For the creation of vortices from the wall of the
vessel, speeds of the order of 10 m sÿ1 are required; just such
velocities of ion movement create the quantized vortex rings.
Similar arguments are valid for the generation of vortices
during the oscillation of resonant systems at low tempera-
tures, with the only difference being that the movement
proceeds via an oscillating body relative to a stationary
fluid. Thus, to increase the number of vortices in the
volume, it is necessary to have some remanent number of
vortices connected with the vibrating body. A diagram
depicting the pinning of vortices on oscillating structures is
shown in Fig. 19a. Figure 19b shows the formation of a vortex
loop during the reconnection of the vortex to itself during the
vibration of the oscillator.

The most revealing experiments in this regard were those
on the use of oscillating wire resonators, in which the speed of
the transition to a developed turbulence was determined by

the ability of the oscillator to pin vortices. In experiments of
the H Yano group on generating turbulence using an NbTi
superconductingwire with a diameter of 2±3 mm, it was shown
that the transition from laminar to turbulentmotion occurred
at wire speeds above 35 cm sÿ1. With especially careful filling
of the cell with superfluid helium (at a temperature below
100 mK in 20 h), it was apparently possible to fill the volume
under study with a minimum number of remanent and pinned
vortices. In this case, the first increase in the excitation signal
under resonant conditions of such an oscillatory system led to
the fact that the wire speed could reach values up to 1 m sÿ1

without transition to a turbulent state [162, 163] (virgin state).
After the formation of a turbulent state, the return to laminar
flow with a decrease in excitation occurred at significantly
lower velocities. An example of such a hysteresis is shown in
Fig. 15b. The next transition to the turbulent state after the
laminar one occurs at lower vibration velocities (regular state).

Moreover, two identical resonators made of identical
wires and placed side by side on a substrate exhibited
different resonant properties. One of the wires at sufficiently
low velocities began to generate vortices, while the other one

Table. Characteristics of experimental structures and Keulegan±Carpenter number (KC) and Stokes number (S) calculated for them.

Structure d, mm f, kHz Vcr, cm sÿ1 KCcr bS

Schoepe sphere [114] 248 0.12 1.9 0.64 671

Schoepe sphere [112] 200 0.24 3.8 0.79 873

Osaka wire [133] 2.5 0.7 5.0 28.6 0.40

Lancaster wire [160] 4.5 1.0 4.8 10.7 1.84

Lancaster grid [108] 21 1.0 4.5 2.14 40.1

Osaka wire [119] 2.5 3.8 7.0 7.37 2.16

Tuning fork [128] 75 6.5 6.5 0.13 3:3� 103

Tuning fork [161], T > 1 K 400 32 6.0 4:7� 10ÿ3 4:6� 105

B

B

B

B

B

A

A
C

a b

Figure 19. (a) Different positions of remanent vortices in a cell: AÐ

residual vortices in the volume (remanent vortices), BÐpinned vortices

on parts of the device, for example, on a ball or wire (pinning vortices),

CÐ intermediate case, when the vortex has weak fixation, it can crawl into

position (B) or break away and become free (A); (b) growth of the length of

the pinned vortex as the substrate moves away from us, followed by the

formation of a free vortex loop (from bottom to top). Arrows show the

directions of flow of the superfluid component around the vortices.
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experienced laminar flows at significantly higher velocities. It
should be noted that this behavior was observed only for
superconducting wires: a significant excess of the velocities of
motion over the regular transition to the state of developed
turbulence. This feature can be explained by the different
abilities of vortex pinning by the surface roughnesses of
different structures. Figure 20 shows micrographs of various
surfaces of oscillating systems.

A smooth wire (Fig. 20b, on the right) demonstrated a
transition to the turbulent state at velocities several times
higher upon increasing external excitation than the inverse
transition to the laminar state upon decreasing the motion
velocity (VT

cr=V
L
cr � 20). Roughness with dimensions on the

order of several micrometers for other systems (oscillating
grids, a levitating ball, quartz tuning forks) led to the
observed hysteresis being much smaller for them. In addition
to a significant hysteresis at the `onset and `discontinuation'
of turbulence, the pinning of vortices leads to an interesting
effectÐan unstable transition to turbulence.

13. Unstable transition to quantum turbulence

Experiments have shown that, in the operation of any
generators of turbulence by oscillating bodies in superfluid
helium, three regimes can be distinguished: low speedÐ
laminar motionÐwhen the force of hydrodynamic resis-
tance Fd to body motion is proportional to the velocity
Fd � V; high velocity, when the force is proportional to the
velocity in the square Fd � V 2, along with these two main
modes of motion of bodies in a superfluid liquid, there is an
intermediate region of transition from laminar to turbulent
motion, in which the creation of vortices and the transfer of
energy from the mechanical motion of the body into the
motion of the liquid have a probabilistic character. Figure 21
shows the results of measuring the speed of a levitating ball as
a function of the applied variable forces [166].

Such a probabilistic transition to turbulence, as well as
switching the detector to the detection mode, which will be
discussed in Section 14, is described by the cumulative
distribution function F�t�, which is the probability that a

random variable has a value of no more than t, for example, a
device failure occurs before the time t. Figure 22d shows a
survival function (reliability function) R�t�, which describes
the probability of an object `surviving': R�t� � P �T > t�,
where t is the time during which the events were observed, T
is a random variable denoting the moment of `death', and P
means the probability of `death' (failures) in a given time
interval (the oscillator falls into the generation of vortex
turbulence).

Statistical processing of the experimental results of the
transition of a vibrational sphere into a turbulent regime
showed that the temporal dependence is

R�t� � exp

�
ÿ t

t

�
;

and it corresponds to the Rayleigh distribution, where t is the
mean lifetime. The average `lifetime' (the time for the system
to cross over to a turbulent state) does not depend on the
temperature at T < 0:5 K, at which we have a sufficiently
small number of thermal excitations in superfluid helium.
Obviously, the average lifetime hti depends only on the
turbulent drag force FT � Fÿ lVT, defined as the difference
between the applied force and the linear laminar dependence.
The average lifetime of the system before the transition to
turbulence can be described by the exponential

hti � t0 exp
�
FT

F1

�2

;

where t0 � 0:5 s and F1 � 18:3 pN.
Similar observations were made in the study of grid

oscillations at low temperatures (Fig. 17, shaded area),
where the switching mode occurs with a change in the grid
oscillation speed (Fig. 23).

Thus, we can conclude that, during the transition from
laminar motion of oscillating bodies to turbulent at low
temperatures, processes of random switching of the flow
around a moving body quite often occur: vortices begin to
be generated, which leads to energy loss by the moving body
and a decrease in the speed of its movementÐwhich means a
return to laminar motion. This switching regime falls on the
TI region, where separate eddies are generated, in contrast to
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c d e

Figure 20. Micrographs of the surfaces of various oscillators: (a) metal

mesh (from [164]); (b) NbTi superconducting wires, on the left with a

rough surface and on the right with a smooth one (from a private

communication by Professor Hideo Yano, Osaka City University,

Japan). Surfaces: (c) of a quartz tuning fork, (d) of a quartz tuning fork

with gold evaporation, and (e) of a monocrystal (from [165]).

T � 300 mK

40

30

20

V
el
o
ci
ty
,m

m
sÿ

1

10

0
ÿ400 ÿ200 0 200 400 600 800

Frequency, pN
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the TII regimeÐdeveloped turbulence. The features of
vortex emission in the TI and TII regimes will be considered
in more detail in the next section.

14. Detection of quantum turbulence

One of the main questions that arise in the study of quantum
turbulence is understanding how far and how fast the region
of a turbulent state in superfluid helium can propagate after
the start of vortex generation. If, say, in quasi-one-dimen-
sional geometry, vortices are created at the origin of
coordinates due to some mechanism described above, and in
the process of diffusion or ballistic flight vortices lose energy
and momentum, then vortex turbulence propagates only to a
finite distance, and only part of the space in this case will be
occupied by vortices. In the general case, this resembles the
situation with the calming of a river after the rapids. Let us
consider experiments in which vortices were detected at some
distance from the turbulence source and estimate the vortex
generation rate.

As we noted earlier, the formation of quantum turbulence
is possible in two different waysÐ thermal and mechanical.
With the thermal method, the generation of vortices occurs
due to the counterflow of the normal and superfluid
components during local heating of helium. In this case, it is
assumed that the establishment of a counterflow in the entire
volume of the heat flux occurs in times determined by the
speed of propagation of the second sound, i.e., 15±20 m sÿ1 at
temperatures from 1 to 2 K. For a sample size of several cm,
this time is of the order of milliseconds. At lower tempera-
tures, the concentration of the normal component becomes
negligible, and the counterflow of the two components can be
disregarded.

The creation of vortices by the mechanical method occurs
when bodies move in superfluid helium with velocities above
the critical ones (Section 9 and 10). Now, we are interested in
the processes of registering the movement of vortices in space
at different temperatures.

The possibility of decay of vortex turbulence due to the
motion of vortex loops and their disappearance on the walls
of the vessel was expressed in the first studies of quantum
turbulence [168]. Created in a superfluid helium and moving
in it, quantized vortices will behave differently depending on
the temperature of the liquid. At ultralow temperatures, when
thermal excitations in the Bose fluid can be ignored, vortex
rings will propagate without changing their dimensions. The
speed of motion of a vortex ring of radius R0 at zero
temperature is given by the expression [8]

v0 � k
4pR0

�
ln

8R0

a0
ÿ 1

2

�
:

It is not difficult to see that the speed of the ring becomes
smaller as its radius increases. For a vortex ring with a radius
of 1 mm, the vortex velocity is of the order of v0 � 8 cm sÿ1,
for a radius of 10 mm, v0 � 1 cm sÿ1, and for a radius of
100 mm, v0 � 1:2 mm sÿ1. The characteristic times of passage
of the distance to the detector via the vortices, say, for
D � 1 mm, will be 12.5 ms, 100 ms, and � 1 s, respectively.
Of course, these values are only estimates. Diffusion or
ballistic span times will be significantly affected by the
complex shape of vortex rings with a large number of local
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bends, reconnection processes, especially at the initial stages
of vortex motion, and their high concentration with the decay
of large vortices into smaller ones, as well as the processes of
merging of small vortices with the formation of larger vortex
loops.

A theoretical consideration and computer simulation of
the processes of motion of vortex rings at zero temperature
was carried out in [169, 170]. It was assumed in the
calculations that the circular vortex rings began to diffuse in
the mutual vortex fields of the superfluid component. In the
process of movement, the vortex loops deformed and
intersected with other ones and with themselves with the
formation of small loops from large ones and the merging of
small loops into large ones. The calculations were made
within the local approximation of the Biot±Savart equation
[171]. Computer simulation has shown that, for times of the
order of 1±2 ms, a fairly wide distribution of vortex loop sizes
(up to tens of mm) forms vortex rings with a diameter of the
order of 1 mm.The decay times of turbulence in a volumewith
dimensions of 160 mmwere of the order of several ms. During
this time, most of the vortices leave this region. This made it
possible to estimate the average velocities of vortex motion at
4 cm sÿ1. Similar results were obtained in computer simula-
tions of the generation of vortices by a levitating sphere [172].
Computer simulation within the framework of the Biot±
Savart equation [173] indicated a slowdown in the speed of
motion of vortex loops with a large number of kinks and
associated Kelvin waves. However, the order of velocities and
times of motion of the vortices must be preserved. The results
of computational experiments on the ballistic expansion of
small vortices from the region of turbulence generation are in
good agreement with the results of theoretical work [174] on
the diffusion decay of vortex turbulence.

Experimental observations of the detector response to the
generation of a turbulent state by a moving body located at a
macroscopic distance from the detector were made using
high-Q resonators. Thin superconducting wires, quartz
tuning forks, and micro- and nanoelectromechanical systems
(MEMS and NEMS) were used as such detectors.

The change in the oscillation frequency of a high-quality
resonator when a vortex is attached to it will increase due to
an increase in the returning force associated with an increase
in the length of the vortex when the resonator moves, i.e., the
oscillation frequency of the resonator will increase. On the
other hand, we note that any pinning of the vortex to the
resonator is an incorporation of additional mass, which
should reduce the frequency of the resonator. By the way, a
similar effect of reducing the frequency of the resonator is
observed in a superfluid liquid compared to a vacuum during
laminarmotion of the oscillating element of the resonator due
to the added mass.

The question of the inertial mass of a vortex pinned on a
detector is not completely clear at present. When considering
the analogy between superfluidity and electrodynamics [175],
the vortex energy Ev can be compared with its mass Mv

through the Einstein relation Ev �Mvc
2, where c is the speed

of sound. The complexity of the assessment is also related to
the fact that the value of the added mass of the vortex will be
affected by the pinning potential and the degree of slip of the
vortex relative to the oscillating body, the density of pinned
vortices, the Magnus forces acting on the vortex when it
moves with the resonator element, etc. [176, 177]. So, the
change in the frequency of the resonator with vortices has not
been fully elucidated, and only experiments can answer this

question by changing the frequency of the resonator under
specific conditions.

In the work of Japanese researchers [178±180], who were
the first to record the response of a detector located at a
macroscopic distance from the generator to the formation of
a turbulent state at temperatures of T � 30 mK, they
observed that the detector frequency increased after the
arrival of vortices. Both the generator and the detector were
resonators in the form of an arc� 1 mm in diameter made of
NbTi superconducting wires with a diameter of about 2.5 mm
(Fig. 11a). Excited by an alternating electric current in a
magnetic field, the wire moved at maximum velocities of
50 cm sÿ1 and at characteristic resonant frequencies of
f � 3 kHz and had an oscillation amplitude of the order of
27 mm. The mass of such a resonator was m � 10ÿ8 g. The
distance between the detector and the generator, which
differed in resonant frequencies by several hundred Hz, was
� 1 mm in the experiments. A resonator with velocities up to
50 cm sÿ1 was used as a detector. Such high velocities
correspond to the supercritical mode of operation of the
detecting wire, exceeding the transition to the turbulent state
(for a wire with a rough surface, Vcr � 5 cm sÿ1). A
significant excess of the speed of motion of the detecting
wire is possible due to the fact that, as the authors of [162, 181]
indicate, there were no residual pinned vortices on the
detector. An increase in the velocity of the detector was
accompanied by an expected decrease in the frequency of
the laminar motion of the wire. The arrival of vortices at the
detector after turning on the turbulence generator (a similar
wire resonatorwith amovement speedofmore than 10 cmsÿ1)
triggered the transition of the detector to the generation of
vortices, which led to a sharp decrease in the detector
oscillation amplitude and an increase in its resonant
frequency by 0.3 Hz. After reducing the current through the
detector (driving force) to a critical value (F � 100 pN) and
turning off the vortex generator, the detector returned to
laminar oscillations after some time.

At significantly greater distances (10 mm), registration of
eddy turbulence was observed in studies of the Lancaster
group [182]. Quartz tuning forks were used as a generator and
a detector in these experiments. The vibration plane of the
quartz tuning forks was parallel to each other. The resonant
frequency of the quartz resonators used in these experiments
was � 32 kHz, but differed for the generator and detector,
which precluded themechanical influence of one resonator on
the other.

Experiments have shown (Fig. 24) that, at the freezing
temperature of roton and phonon excitations, the formation
of a turbulent state by one of the quartz tuning forks
(`turbulence generator') affects the quality factor of the
second tuning fork (`detector'), the speed of oscillation of
the prongs of which was significantly lower than Vcr

(0.3 mm sÿ1). The `detector' frequency also increased upon
interacting with the vortices. In the `telegraph' regime of
switching on a `generator' (2 s on and a rest period of 20 s), the
amplitude of the `detector' signal changed over times of the
order of fractions of a second. Thus, at times of the order of
fractions of a second, the vortices traveled distances of the
order of ten mm to the second tuning fork (`turbulence
detector'), reducing its quality factor. For times of a fraction
of a second after the `generator' was turned off, the quality
factor of the `detector' returned to its original value.
According to the response of the `detector', two critical rates
of formation of vortices by the `generator' can be distin-
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guished. When the first critical speed (Vcr1 � 1 cm sÿ1) is
exceeded, vortices begin to form, the number of which and
their influence on the quality factor of the `detector' increase
with the speed of movement of the prongs of the `generator'.
When the turbulent state of the `generator' is reached (the
speed of movement of the prongs of the `generator' exceeds
Vcr2 � 15 cm sÿ1), the quality factor of the `detector' begins
to increase, which may indicate a decrease in the number of
vortices that reach the detector, i.e., there is a `shielding' by a
vortex tangle that occurs near the `generator' of the passage of
vortices to the `detector'. When the `detector' oscillation
speed exceeds Vcr2, the `detector' ceases to change its quality
factor and respond to the creation of vortices by the
`generator'. Decreasing the oscillation amplitudes of the
`generator' to the detection regime and increasing the
amplitude of the `detector' to generation gives a similar
picture of the recorded signals.

A decrease in the response of the detecting wire at high
generator powers and a more intense production of vortices
was noted in the work of the Yano group [183]. As in
experiments with quartz tuning forks, the decrease in the
response of the wire detector with an increase in the intensity
of vortex generation by the generator can be explained by the
screening of the vortex flow by the turbulent state of the
vortex tangle near the generator.

The detection of the propagation of vortices generated by
a quartz tuning fork located at a distance of 5 mm from the
MEMS is described in [124]. The MEMS, consisting of a
125� 125-mm2 central oscillating plate suspended at 2 mm
above the substrate, was immersed in 4He along with a quartz
tuning fork as a turbulence generator. The vibration plane of
the prongs of a quartz tuning fork was parallel to the plane of
the resonator plate. The resonant frequency of the MEMS
was 23 kHz. The measurements were carried out at a
temperature of 15 mK. It turned out that, when the quartz
tuning fork exceeded velocity Vcr � 71 mm sÿ1 at which
turbulence generation begins, the damping of the MEMS
resonator increased, but this increase depended on the
intrinsic mode of the MEMS resonator and the ability to
generate vortices by the resonator itself.

Note that the authors [124] of the work investigated the
MEMS resonator itself for the possibility of generating
vortices. Increasing the plate speed to 5 mm sÿ1 changed the

hydraulic resistance coefficientÐ it stopped growing and
became constant. At a speed above 140 mm sÿ1, the drag
coefficient of the oscillating plate of the MEMS resonator
dropped sharply. The authors of [124] attribute this behavior
to a change in the vortex pinning regime: at a high speed of
motion, the resonator plate is cleared of pinned vortices.

The same features of the transition to developed turbu-
lence are observed in the dependences of the drag coefficient
of quartz tuning forks on their velocity. Peculiarities in the
dependences V�F � of quartz tuning forks at Vcr1 were
observed in many experiments at low temperatures (Fig. 25).
The behavior of Cd�V � is reproducible if the maximum speed
of movement of the prongs of the quartz tuning fork is less
thanVcr2. However, if the resonator switches to the developed
turbulence mode V > Vcr2, then the experimental depen-
dences in the low-velocity region become closer to the values
denoted by the dashed line, and this behavior will also be
reproducible after the transition to turbulence.

Comparing the results of the transition to turbulence
(Section 12) and the data given above, we can assume the
following scenario for the development of quantum turbu-
lence. For the first generation of vortices (virgin state), the
mode of transition to turbulence is determined by a small
number of remanent vortices pinned on the oscillator. The
number of pinned residual vortices on the oscillator can
change with time (Fig. 3). As the speed of the oscillator
increases above Vcr1, the vortices pinned on the oscillator
begin to increase their length and intersect with themselves or
with their neighbors as they lengthen, forming free vortex
loops that can freelymove in the liquid (as shown in Fig. 19b).
Vcr1 is on the order of 1 cm sÿ1 for many experiments at low
temperatures. The number of generated vortices depends on
Vÿ Vcr1. At Vcr2, there is a transition to the generation of a
large number of vortices, which do not have time to leave the
vicinity of the oscillator and create a dense tangle of vortices,
which can already serve as an obstacle to the flow of vortices
into the surrounding space. The same tangle can interact with
vortices pinned on the oscillator; vortices from the tangle can
attach to the oscillator, increasing the density of pinned
vortices.

The difference in the value of Vcr1, and sometimes the
complete absence of the transition to the TI vortex produc-
tion regime, is due to the absence or negligible number of
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vortices pinned on the oscillator. For rough surfaces, such as
quartz tuning forks or oscillating grids, there are many more
opportunities for vortex engagement, which affects the
existence of the TI regime with a subsequent transition to
the TII regime of developed turbulence. After the transition
of the tuning fork to the regime of quantum turbulence, some
of the vortices after the completion of generation remain on
the oscillator, and the drag coefficient of the oscillator
increases in this case. The transition to the turbulent state
will occur taking into account a new, denser system of pinned
vortices at subsequent sweeps of the driving force.

For the sensitivity of all the above-described resonant
systems as detectors of quantum turbulence, the mass of the
detector itself and its area on which vortices can be pinned are
fundamental. In this regard, the most sensitive one is NEMS,
which is shown in Fig. 11c [121, 184]. Compared to other
detecting systems, the mass of the working element (oscillat-
ing beam) is several orders of magnitude lighter, which
apparently makes it possible to detect the pinning of
individual vortices. At least, the response of the NEMS
resonator during the generation of vortices in the surround-
ing space is always the same, and when a vortex is attached,
the resonance frequency increases by 3 kHz (Fig. 26).

Let us pay attention to the characteristic response times of
the detector to the arrival of the vortices. At a speed of
movement of the prongs of the quartz tuning fork, starting
from 73 mm sÿ1, the NEMS resonator begins to detect the
arrival of vortices, while the waiting time for the detector to
operate is in the range from 40 to 1000 s. The probability
density function of the waiting time between events tda for
equal velocities of the quartz tuning fork (i.e., for the same
vortex flow into the surrounding space) is described by an

exponential of the form P / exp �ÿtda=t�. The characteristic
vortex registration times t varied from hundreds of seconds
for 74 mm sÿ1 to t � 7 s for 90 mm sÿ1. It should be noted
that the transition of a quartz tuning fork from laminar
motion (F � v) to turbulent motion (F � v 2) occurs at lower
velocities (� 65 mm sÿ1), but registration of vortices under
such excitations has not been experimentally observed and,
most likely, the time constant for such a flow of vortices from
the generator is much more than hundreds of seconds.

The turn-on times of the NEMS detector for all
investigated modes ranged from fractions of a second to tens
of minutes, which is apparently due to the need to pin the
contact of a vortex of a suitable size on the surface of the
NEMS resonator beam at the correct angle. However, the
process of freeing the beam from the adhering vortex took
place over times tag � ta ÿ tg; much shorter, on the order of a
few or ten milliseconds. From experiments on the visual
behavior of vortices during reconnection [155, 185] and
modeling the interaction of quantized vortices [186], the
time characteristics of the interaction of vortices tag during
reconnection and the intervortex distance l RC are related as
l � A

��������
ktag
p

, where A is a value of the order of unity [155]. If
we now assume that the characteristic time for an arbitrary
vortex to stop a vortex `adhered' to the resonator beam is
tag � 3ÿ100, then from tag � 3ÿ100 ms follows a distance
between vortices in a vortex tangle near the detector of 70±
200 mm (L � 0:2ÿ 2� 104 cmÿ2), which is quite plausible.

A number of observations of the detection of vortices at
macroscopic distances were made at temperatures above
1.2 K. At nonzero temperatures, when there is mutual
friction between the normal and superfluid components,
dissipation occurs, which reduces the diameter of the vortex
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that may be involved, although the exact details of capture and release mechanisms are not fully understood [184].
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ring during its motion, and the ring will disappear after
passing a certain distance. The rate of change of the vortex
ring radius is defined as [8, 187, 188]

_R � ÿav �R� :

The vortex lifetime can be estimated as t � R0=�2av0�, where
a is the coefficient of mutual friction between the normal and
superfluid components of superfluid helium. The range of the
ring before it disappears is given by [160]

lb �
� t

0

v
ÿ
R�t��dt � � x

R0

v �R� dt

dR
dR � 1

a
�R0 ÿ x� ;

where x is the minimum size of the vortex of the order of the
vortex core rc; taking into account the smallness of the vortex
core radius in comparison with the initial vortex radius, we
finally get lb � R0=a. Therefore, for sufficiently strong
dissipative processes in superfluid helium, the detection of
vortices at a distanceD is possible only for vortices with sizes
larger than R0, determined by the relation 2R0 > 2aD.

In the Ueno group's work with superconducting wire
resonators, a number of measurements on the detection of
propagating vortices were carried out at high temperatures,
which imposed certain restrictions on the size of the detected
vortices that could reach the detector. Thus, the disappear-
ance of a vortex with an initial radius of 18 mm will occur in
41 ms, and the distance traveled by it before disappearing is
about 0.5 mm [189]. In [119], there are two detectors, one of
which was placed in the direction of motion of the generator
wire, and the other in the perpendicular direction (Fig. 11a).
In this work, an anisotropy in the detection of vortices was
shown. Taking into account the high temperature of super-
fluid helium in the experiment, the detector registered vortices
with an initial diameter greater than 38 mm, which is
comparable to the amplitude of the generator oscillations. If
such a large vortex is formed and stretched by the motion of
the wire, then the resulting vortex ring is likely to move
perpendicular to the direction of the wire's path. In experi-
ments, it was found that the detection of vortices occurs more
often in the perpendicular direction than in the parallel
direction. If we describe the probability of waiting for the
operation of the detector 1ÿ P at time t after the generator is
turned on, then the experimental observations are described
by the relation

1ÿ P � exp

�
ÿ tÿ t0

t1

�
;

where t0 is the time of passage of the distance to the detector
by the vortex, and t1 is the average response time of the
detector. For the direction of movement of the oscillation of
the generator wire, the response time of the detector is
t1 � 11 s, while, for the perpendicular direction, t1 � 0:007 s
at a generation power of 500 pW. These measurements
showed that the large vortex rings recorded in the experiment
are emitted andmove anisotropically, and they are detected in
much greater numbers in the direction perpendicular to the
motion of the generator wire.

Thus, by now it has been experimentally shown using the
detection of vortices that vortices propagating over macro-
scopic distances are formed during quantum turbulence. At
zero temperature, propagation distances are limited by the
size of the cell. At temperatures above 0.3 K, the sizes of

vortices decrease as they move due to interaction with
excitations in a superfluid liquidÐphonons and rotons. A
similar anisotropic behavior of expanding vortex loops,
albeit at zero temperature, was made in simulated experi-
ments in [190]. It was shown that, when vortices are
generated in an elongated volume of a parallelepiped, the
probability of vortex diffusion in the direction perpendicular
to the elongated direction of the source is much higher and
the sizes of vortices in this direction are significantly larger,
which also means that for the case of nonzero temperature
there is a higher probability of registering vortices in this
direction.

In Section 15, we estimate the number of vortices
generated during the oscillation of resonators from the
energy parameters of the oscillators and the change in their
frequency during the detection of vortices.

15. Number of vortices generated
in the process of oscillations

When discussing the problems of quantum turbulence, the
question arises: how many vortices are created during the
generation of a turbulent state at different velocities of an
oscillating body? As experiments on the generation of
quantum turbulence have shown, initially oscillating bodies
move laminarly and only then, after exceeding the critical
speed, do they begin to give rise to vortices that propagate
through the space of the device at `zero' temperature. As
noted in Section 13, the transition from laminar motion to
developed turbulence occurs in at least two stages, which
differ, among other things, in the effect on the detector [65, 83,
124, 182].

One can calculate the energy transferred to the vortex
system and estimate the number of vortices generated in the
process of oscillations. This energy is the difference between
the extrapolation of the linear dependence for laminarmotion
F � V and the experimentally observed value F �V �. If we
now estimate the power transferred to the system for one
oscillation of an oscillating body, we can estimate the length
of the vortex line generated in one period of oscillations
(E � pF0V0=o, where F0 and V0 are the force and velocity
amplitudes, respectively) and compare it with the amplitude
of oscillations in such a process.

For most oscillators, this power can be defined as the
power of electrical losses of the external circuit: the speed of
movement is determined by the bias current J for the
capacitor in the case of a quartz tuning fork, a levitating
sphere or an oscillating grid, and the voltage U is the
magnitude of the external force through the appropriate
coefficients. The energy of the external circuit in this case is
not only transferred to the laminar motion but is also used to
increase the length of the vortex system. In this case, the
temperature of superfluid helium and the processes of energy
dissipation of vortices after their creation is of little con-
sequenceÐ the energy of external excitation was transferred
to the vortex system, and this power will be equal to
W � U � �JlinÿJ�, where Jlin is the linear extrapolation of
current (velocity) dependence, corresponding to laminar
motion of the oscillator. It is quite reasonable to assume
that the distance between the vortices is in the range
l � 1ÿ100 mm (L � 104ÿ108 cmÿ2), and then the energy of
a unit length of the vortex (as the kinetic energy of the
superêuid component) is determined as EL � �1:0ë1:4��
10ÿ18 J mm.
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When the levitating sphere oscillates [114] with diameter
d � 248 mm (Fig. 22a), the difference between the continua-
tion of the laminar velocity and the transition to turbulence is
Dv�1 cm sÿ1 at F � 60 pN, the power loss for the creation of
vorticesW�0:6 pW, and for one half-cycle ( f � 114 Hz) the
length of the vortices increases by DL � 2000 mm. An
oscillation speed of 2 cm sÿ1 corresponds to an oscillation
amplitude of A�28 mm, which makes it possible to estimate
DL2=A � 80 and DL2=d � 9.

Similarly, it is possible to estimate the number of
generated vortices for a quartz tuning fork, taking into
account the onset of the transition for different turbulence
regimes: TI (Vcr1 � 0:5 cm sÿ1) and TII (Vcr2 � 15 cm sÿ1).
For these velocities, with the oscillation frequency of such an
oscillator at f � 32 kHz, the amplitudes will be A1 � 25 nm
and A2 � 700 nm. The applied forces calculated from the
calibration for these two cases will be 2 nN and 50 nN, and the
energy transferred to the vortex system for one oscillation will
be E1�5� 10ÿ18 J and E2�3:5� 10ÿ14 J. The vortex system
for one oscillation will receive an increment in DL1 � 4 mm and
DL2 � 3� 104 mm, which significantly exceeds the oscillation
amplitude for these conditions in DL1=A1�160 and
DL2=A2�4:3� 104. The dimensions of the quartz tuning fork
prongs in these experiments were 3.676 mm long, 256 mm thick,
and 616 mmwide. The gap between the prongs was 260 mm.

For a superconducting wire [133], the characteristic
resonator values were: wire diameter d � 2:5 mm, wire arc
radius R � 0:5 mm, oscillation frequency f � 3:8 kHz,
Vcr2�7 cm sÿ1, F�120 pN, oscillation amplitude A�3 mm,
transmitted energy at a half a period of oscillation
E � 3:6� 10ÿ16 J. The addition of the length of the vortex
system for one half-period of oscillation was DL2 � 300 mm
and the ratio DL2=A � 100.

From the above estimation for various oscillating objects
(levitating sphere, quartz tuning fork, superconducting arc) it
follows that the increase in the length of the vortex system is
much greater than the oscillation amplitude.

Estimates of the increase in the vortex system made for a
MEMS resonator [124] with the dimensions of an oscillating
plate 125� 125 mm at a distance h � 2 mm from the substrate
showed values closer to the oscillation amplitude. Here, the
elongation of the vortex system was comparable to the
amplitude of the oscillations. The oscillation frequency was
f � 23 kHz. For the first critical speed Vcr1 � 0:5 cm sÿ1 of
the beginning of vortex generation, applied force F1�7 pN,
amplitude A1 � 35 nm, energy E1 � 0:25� 10ÿ18 J trans-
ferred to the vortex system increases the length of the vortex
system in one half-cycle DL1 � 0:2 mm, which exceeds the
oscillation amplitude DL1=A1 � 6. Similar estimates for
speed Vcr2 � 14:0 cm sÿ1, at which the behavior of the
MEMS resonator changes, give: F2�30 pN, A2 � 900 nm,
E2 � 27� 10ÿ18 J, and the gain of the vortex system
DL2 � 22 mm (DL2=A2 � 25).

In a number of studies, the density of pinned vortices was
estimated as a change in the detector frequency due to an
increase in the rigidity of the system through the attached
vortices. As experiments have shown for all vortex detectors
based on high-Q oscillators, the response to the inclusion of
quantum turbulence led to an increase in the resonant
frequency. We noted that to date the question of vortices as
an added mass has not been fully elucidated. In a number of
papers, the pinning of additional vortices is considered an
additional force due to an increase or decrease in the length of
the vortex line during motion of the oscillator. In this regard,

the results with a NEMS oscillator were significative.
According to the authors [184], the addition of just one
vortex always led to the same increase in the oscillation
frequency by 3 kHz (Fig. 26).

The change in the resonator frequency during pinning of
vortices (or one vortex) on it can be used to estimate the
number of vortices. In [184], estimates of the elastic properties
of a resonator nanobeam based on natural vibrations of a bar
clamped on both sides [191] give the value T0 � 5:6 mN for
the tension of the rod as a string. Accounting for the added
mass of superfluid helium and additional acoustic damping,
as discussed in Sections 5, 8, gives the oscillation frequency
f � 2:116 MHz. The main change in the NEMS oscillation
frequency is related to the coupling of the vortex to the
nanobeam, which can be calculated by the imaging method
as the interaction between the vortex on the nanobeam and
the substrate. The distance between the nanobeam and the
substrate is d � 1 mm, and it can be represented that the
vortex interacts with the imageÐwith a parallel vortex
located at distance 2d from it. An estimate of the attractive
force in this case gives F � 8 pN. This force leads to a
deflection of the nanobeam, which changes the oscillation
frequency upward by � 1 kHz, which coincides in order of
magnitude with the observed value. TheMagnus force during
the oscillation of the vortex attached to the oscillator will
determine the addition to the nanobeam tension, but this shift
is of the order of 10 Hz.

The additional tension of the pinned vortices explains the
stepwise increase in the oscillation frequency of the wire
resonator [178], which acts as a turbulence detector. The
change in the oscillation frequency of this oscillator occurs
due to the appearance of an additional tension of the vortex
cores connecting the oscillating wire with the walls of the cell.
Estimates [167] of the tension of the vortices due to the
oscillation of the wire under the assumption that the vortex
connects the tip of the detecting wire and the nearest wall of
the ampoule give, for the real dimensions of the ampoule, a
change in the oscillation frequency of � 0:7 mHz per pinned
vortex. The observed increase in the resonant frequency by
0.3 Hz may be explained as several hundred bridge vortex
lines. With a wire resonator length of 1 mm, the distance
between the pinned vortices should be on the order of several
mm.

From general considerations, it is clear that a change in
the frequency of oscillations of resonators associated with the
addition of vortices could be registered in the case of a small
mass of an oscillating body, when a small change in the forces
in the system due to interaction with vortices has a visible
effect on the resonant properties. So, such frequency changes
affect measurements with NEMS nanobeams (m � 15 pg)
and superconducting wire (m � 10 ng). However, an increase
in resonant frequencies was observed formuch heavier quartz
tuning forks (m � 400 mg) [182], which is not entirely clear.
We mention that the mass of the oscillating grid [107] is the
largest, taking into account the large size of the oscillating
oscillator (d � 10 cm), and has the order of m � 85 mg, the
levitating spheres having m � 20 mg [112]. The MEMS
resonator turned out to be much lighterÐm � 0:3 mg.

To estimate the increase in the attenuation of oscillations
of the MEMS resonator during the detection of vortices, it
was assumed in [124] that, when oscillating along the plane of
the resonator plate, the vortices attached along the edge of the
plate change their length due to the shift of the pinning point
when the plate oscillates, dl � A2=2d, where d are the
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distances from the oscillator plate to the substrate. Then, to
create additional damping of the oscillator when vortices are
attached, it is necessary that the vortices radiate vortex loops
due to reconnections and carry away additional energy from
the oscillator. The number of such vortices to fulfill the
damping conditions should be � 400, and when they are
fixed along the perimeter of the oscillator plate, the distance
between the pinned vortices will be about 1±10 mm.

Several conclusions can be drawn based on estimates of
the creation and pinning of vortices in oscillating systems.
First, the number of vortices varies depending on the
prehistory; by slowly filling the cell, one can achieve the state
of a vortex system in superfluid helium with the virtual
absence of remanent vortices and vortices pinned on the
oscillator (virgin state). In this case, the transition of the
oscillator to the turbulent state can occur at significantly
higher velocities of the oscillating element. The transition to
turbulence leads to a sharp increase in the number of pinned
vortices on the oscillator, which can be removed and the
oscillator returned to the initial `virgin' state only by special
tricks. Second, the length of the vortex structures generated in
one oscillation for all of the above resonators is significantly
greater than the oscillation amplitude of these oscillators from
tens (for MEMS oscillators) to tens of thousands (for quartz
tuning forks). Third, the distance between the pinned vortices
on any oscillator is of the order of 1±10 mm, which gives an
estimate for the vortex density of L � 106ÿ108 cmÿ2.

An estimation of the rates of vortex generation from
`zero'Ðvortex nucleation from a wall without a spin
vortexÐshows (Section 2, Fig. 1g) that vortex generation
always occurs at significantly lower velocities. It is difficult to
assume that a vortex pinned by two ends on an oscillator can
launch a loop with a length greater than the amplitude of
oscillations into superfluid helium in one half-period of
oscillations. If we assume that the length of a pinned vortex
grows by gradually increasing its length during successive
oscillations of the oscillator, then the characteristic radius of
the vortex loops cannot exceed the distance between the
pinned vortices, i.e., 1±10 mm. However, observations of
detection at nonzero temperatures, when vortices of small
diameter disappear due to interaction with rotons and
phonons in superfluid helium, showed in [119, 189] that the
size of vortices reaching the detector at a distance of � 1 mm
was initially significantly larger (R > 30 mm), for both the
oscillation amplitude of the wire oscillator (A � 3 mm) and
the diameter of this wire (d � 2:5 mm).

The mechanism of quantum turbulence generation can be
represented as the formation of vortex loops from many
vortices pinned between the oscillator and the ampoule
walls. The formation of kinks during the motion of vortex
pinning points, self-intersection, and intersection with neigh-
boring vortices, and reconnection processes lead not only to a
decrease in the size of vortex loops near the source of vortices
but also to their growth, which is observed in experiments. An
increase in the size of single vortices at the boundary of the
vortex generation zone was observed in computer simulations
[190]. The transition to quantum turbulence during resonator
oscillations is accompanied by an increase in the interaction
of generated vortices with their source, i.e., with an oscillator.
This interaction leads to an increase in the number of vortices
pinning on the oscillator, which was described above as a
transition to a regular state from a virgin one.

An increase in the damping of independent oscillations
upon the transition of a quartz tuning fork to the generation

of vortices was experimentally observed in Ref. [192]. For the
experiments, a quartz tuning fork was made with a specially
chosen orientation of the crystal axes, which made it possible
to create two independent vibration modes from the same
electrodesÐbending and torsion. It turned out that, during
the transition of the bending mode to the generation of
vortices and transition to quantum turbulence, the torsion
mode begins to experience additional damping, the magni-
tude of which depends on the intensity of the generation of
vortices. This indicates that, during the generation of a
turbulent state in superfluid helium, some of the generated
vortices are attached to the surface of a quartz tuning fork,
which changes the quality factor of torsion oscillations, as in
the case of a tuning fork when it detects vortices reaching its
surface [182].

16. Conclusion

In this review of quantum turbulence, we mainly focus on
recent work on the generation of vortices using oscillators,
which allow measurements to be executed at very low
temperatures under conditions of freezing of thermal excita-
tions in superfluid helium. The features of superfluid helium,
namely, the quantization of the flow of the superfluid
component around vortices, the definite position of the
vortex core, and the purity of the liquid (the amount of
impurity in liquid helium can be reduced to less than 10ÿ11%
[193]), make it a model medium for studying the formation
and decay of turbulent systems. The behavior of quantum
turbulence is determined by two parametersÐ the superfluid
Reynolds number Res � VD=k, where V is the velocity of the
fluid or body relative to the fluid, D is the size of the system,
and k is the circulation quantum, and the ratio of dissipative
to inertial processes in superfluid helium q � a=�1ÿ a 0�,
where the dimensionless parameters a 0 and a determine the
reactive and dissipative forces acting on the vortex when it
moves relative to the normal component.

The state of quantum turbulence, the rate of generation of
vortices in the counterflow of the normal and superfluid
components, and the decay of the vortex system are quite
well quantitatively described by the phenomenological
Vinen's equation. An increase in the density of vortices at a
stationary heat flux according to Vinen's equation is possible
only in the presence of residual vortices in superfluid helium
(remanent vorticity). The presence of a vortex system can be
detected by the absorption of second-sound waves, which is
most often used at temperatures above 1.2 K, as well as by the
response of high-Q resonators to their interaction with
vortices.

During oscillatory processes aroundmoving bodies, when
critical velocities are exceeded in superfluid helium, quantized
vortices are generated. It is this technique that is used at low
temperatures (below 0.1 K), when intrinsic excitations in
superfluid helium (rotons and phonons) can be ignored.
Vibrating grids, levitating spheres, superconducting wires,
and quartz tuning forks are currently used as oscillatory
systems. Recently, micro- and nano-electromechanical sys-
tems (MEMS and NEMS) have begun to be used as small-
sized resonators.

The transition from the laminar to the turbulent state
occurs, judging by the experimental data, in at least two
stages. At the first stage, single vortex loops are formed by
elongation of the residual vortices and their reconnection, i.e.,
by crossing with themselves and with nearby vortices during
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the motion of the superfluid component either due to the
counterflow of the normal and superfluid components during
heat release or during the motion of oscillating objects with
pinned vortices. With a stronger counterflow of the normal
and superfluid components or the oscillation velocity of
oscillators in superfluid helium, a developed turbulent state
is formed in which the number of vortices in the space
surrounding the oscillator sharply increases. It may screen
the flow of vortex flux from the oscillator, and the number of
vortices pinned on the oscillator increasesÐ there is a
transition from the virgin state to the regular state. Such a
two-stage transition was registered by the change in the
temperature gradient during heat release, by the behavior of
the resistance coefficient of oscillating resonators to a change
in external excitation, and by the response of high-Q
resonators, as vortex detectors, when turbulent states are
excited at macroscopic distances from the source of vortices.

The oscillatory processes of high-quality resonant systems
used to generate vortices in superfluid helium are accompa-
nied by the emission of sound waves, which can be the
dominant oscillator in energy losses at vibration frequencies
above 100 kHz. The critical velocities of oscillatory processes
that bring a superfluid liquid into a turbulent state are
proportional to the root dependence on the oscillation
frequency.

When vortex turbulence is generated by oscillating bodies,
the increment in the length of vortex lines can be estimated as
an excess of energy transfer compared to laminar motion.
Estimates show that the increase in the length of the vortex
system during the half-period of oscillations of generating
oscillators is tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times
greater than the amplitude of these oscillations. This
indicates that the increase in the density of vortices in
superfluid helium during turbulence is a collective process
involving a large number of vortices pinned on the oscillator.
A small number of vortices pinned on the oscillator and its
smooth surface led to a significant increase in the critical
velocities of the transition to turbulence, a substantial
hysteresis with sweeping up and down excitations of the
oscillator. The departure of vortex loops from the oscillator
is determined by the processes of reconnection of pinned
vortices both on themselves and on neighboring vortices, the
density of which on the vortex generator can reach values of
the order of 106ÿ108 cmÿ2.

Qualitative analysis makes it possible to estimate the
effective viscosity of a superfluid liquid in the presence of a
vortex structure. With such an estimate, it turns out that the
effective viscosity for quantum turbulence will be of the order
of the circulation quantum,

n 0 �
�

b
CK

�3=2

k ;

where the constants in parentheses are of the order of unity.
The main mechanism of energy dissipation of the vortex

system at low temperatures is apparently the Kelvin waves
that appear during reconnection as the movement of sharp
kinks, which is confirmed by visual observations. The motion
of Kelvin waves along the core of the vortex is accompanied
by the emission of phonons and the loss of energy by the
vortex loop.
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