
Abstract. We discuss recent astronomical data showing that the
role of massive primordial black holes in the Universe is much
more significant than previously thought, both for the present
Universe and for redshifts of the order of 10. We consider the
model proposed in 1993 accounting for the primordial creation
of heavy and superheavy black holes with a log-normal mass
spectrum, which naturally explains some facts about the Uni-
verse that are unaccounted for in standard cosmology and
astrophysics.
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1. Introduction

In recent years, a significant increase in the sensitivity of
telescopes (at all wavelengths) has led to many amazing
astronomical discoveries, especially in the Universe at high
redshifts z � 5ÿ10 corresponding to the cosmological age
from about 400 mln to one billion years. Such a young
Universe was found to be densely populated by objects that
could not be formed over such a short time according to
current knowledge.

This young Universe was found to host quasars with
supermassive black holes (SMBHs) (with a mass of a few
billion solar masses M�), very bright and very large
galaxies, supernovae, and gamma-ray bursts. A significant
number of metals were discovered in the chemical composi-
tion of matter, and finally, the Universe was found to be
very dusty.

Similar problems are also pertinent to the modern
Universe. They have been especially well recognized after
recent discoveries at high redshifts. Each large elliptical or
lenticular galaxy hosts an SMBH with a mass of one billion
M�. In spiral galaxies, for example, in the Milky Way, the
mass of the central black hole (BH) is much smaller, about
5 mlnM�. A theory of the formation of such BHs, especially
SMBHs, due to the accretion of ambient matter onto the
galactic center encounters significant difficulties, and hence
their mere presence is a serious astrophysical problem.

It is tempting to think that it is not BHs that grow inside
the already formed galaxies, but vice versa, galaxies form
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around pre-existing (primordial?) BHs. Moreover, the
galaxy type is determined by the seed BH, rather than the
BH mass being determined by the galaxy properties, as is
posited in the standard scenario. The new astronomical data
presented below compellingly favor such an inverted
picture.

What remains unclear is the mass spectrum of galactic
BHs and the origin of MACHOs (Massive Astrophysical
Halo Objects)Ð faint or fully dark objects with a mass
somewhat below the solar mass, which have been discovered
in theGalaxy and its halo using gravitational microlensingÐ
as well as a number of other not so grave but still significant
problems that do not fit traditional cosmology and astro-
physics.

Recent evidence of the presence of BHs with masses
around 2000 M� inside globular clusters does not contradict
the globular cluster formation around the already existing
primordial massive BHs.

The most recent methods for determining the stellar age
have led to the unexpected discovery of a few `patriarchs',
with the age of one of the stars having been found to even
exceed the age of the Universe. Of course, observational
errors cannot be fully ruled out, but such stars are still older
than the Galaxy.

The last, but not the least is the recent detection of
gravitational waves by LIGO (Laser Interferometer Gravita-
tional-wave Observatory) (GW150914, GW170104), which
are uniquely interpreted as coalescences of binary BHs with
masses around 30 M� and low proper angular momenta; this
can hardly be explained by the BH formation mechanism due
to stellar collapses.

All the surprising discoveries listed above (and some
others) can be straightforwardly explained by one hypothesis
ofmassive primordial BH (PBH) formation far before z � 10.
Such a mechanism was elaborated in [1]. There, in particular,
a log-normal BH mass distribution was predicted, which has
become popular in the last couple of years in connection with
the LIGO discoveries and the possibility of describing
cosmological dark matter by primordial BHs. However, this
`new' statement that BHs with such a mass spectrum can
constitute all or a significant fraction of cosmological dark
matter was first put forward as early as 1993 in [1] (see
also [2]).

This review has the following structure. In Section 2, we
present recent observational data on the high-redshift
Universe at z � 10. In particular, we discuss the discovery of
bright young galaxies, quasars (hosting SMBHs), the dusty
early Universe, young supernovae, and gamma-ray bursts. In
Section 3, we discuss recently discovered `facts of life' of the

modern Universe that cannot be easily explained by the
Standard Model or which simply contradict it. Section 4 is
devoted to problems of the formation of the LIGO binary
BHs. The proposed solution to the problems considered there
is based on paper [3]. Section 5 describes the theoretical
model [1] of the formation of massive and supermassive
PBHs and compact stellar-like objects and presents the
predicted mass spectrum, as well as observational conse-
quences of the theory. In Section 6, we consider the evolution
of the mass spectrum of PBHs and associated compact
astrophysical objects due to the accretion of matter at later
stages. In Section 7, based on paper [4], we discuss the relation
between globular clusters and PBHs with masses 02000M�.
The effect of compact astrophysical objects born in the early
Universe on primordial nucleosynthesis and the cosmic
microwave background (CMB) is discussed in Section 8. In
Section 9, we consider the hypothesis of the transformation of
intense gravitational waves into electromagnetic radiation. In
Section 10, we discuss predictions of our model, briefly
describing alternative theories of heavy PBH formation, and
make final conclusions.

This review is based on papers [5±9], in which the reader
can find references to earlier astronomical observations.

Below, we use the natural system of units in which the
speed of light c, the Planck constant �h, and the Boltzmann
constant kB are set to unity: c � �h � kB � 1. The only
dimensional value is length, which has the same dimension
as time, while mass, energy, and temperature have the
dimension of inverse length. For the reader's convenience,
we present Table 1 from [10, 11] that can be used to convert
ordinary units into natural ones.

In particular, the proton mass is mp � 940 MeV, and in
seconds and centimeters, it is 1=mp�2�10ÿ14 cm or
0:7�10ÿ24 s. The gravitational constant in these units has
the dimension of inverse mass squared: GN � 1=m 2

Pl, where
mPl � 1:221� 1019 GeV is the Planck mass. Temperature has
the same dimension as energy, and 1 K is equal to about
10ÿ4 eV. More precise values of the transformation coeffi-
cients can be obtained from Table 1.

2. Population of the Universe at redshift z � 10

In this section, we present and briefly discuss data from recent
astronomical observations of the Universe at redshifts
z � 5ÿ10. We consider giant galaxies, quasars, gamma-ray
bursts, supernovae, and the chemical composition of the
interstellar medium. To understand the characteristic time
scales, it is worthwhile to start with the age of the Universe as
a function of the redshift and cosmological parameters.

Table 1. Transformation coefficients for the natural units.

sÿ1 cmÿ1 K eV a.m.u. erg years

sÿ1 1 0:334� 10ÿ10 0:764� 10ÿ11 0:658� 10ÿ15 0:707� 10ÿ24 1:055� 10ÿ27 1:173� 10ÿ48

cmÿ1 2:998� 1010 1 0:229 1:973� 10ÿ5 2:118� 10ÿ14 3:161� 10ÿ17 0:352� 10ÿ37

K 1:310� 1011 4:369 1 0:862� 10ÿ4 0:962� 10ÿ13 1:381� 10ÿ16 1:537� 10ÿ37

eV 1:519� 1015 0:507� 105 1:160� 104 1 1:074� 10ÿ9 1:602� 10ÿ12 1:783� 10ÿ33

a.m.u. 1:415� 1024 0:472� 1014 1:081� 1013 0:931� 109 1 1:492� 10ÿ3 1:661� 10ÿ24

erg 0:948� 1027 0:316� 1017 0:724� 1016 0:624� 1012 0:670� 103 1 1:113� 10ÿ21

g 0:852� 1048 2:843� 1037 0:651� 1037 0:561� 1033 0:602� 1024 0:899� 1021 1
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2.1 Age of the Universe as a function of the redshift
The age of the Universe is known to be expressible through
the redshift z and fundamental cosmological parameters:

t�z� � 1

H

�1=�z�1�
0

dx������������������������������������������������������
1ÿ Otot � �Om=x� � x 2Ov

p ; �1�

whereH is the present-day value of theHubble parameter and
Oi are dimensionless densities of the mass/energy normalized
to the critical energy density rc � 3H 2m 2

Pl=�8p�. Values of all
quantities are taken at the present time. According to the bulk
of astronomical data (see, e.g., review [12]), the total energy
density is close to the critical one, Otot � 1. The mass density
of nonrelativistic matter is Om � 0:317 (including ordinary
baryonic and dark matter of an unknown nature as yet). The
remaining energy densityOv � 0:683 is due to enigmatic dark
energy, which is responsible for the present-day accelerated
expansion of the Universe. The subscript `v' here means
`vacuum-like'. The accuracy of these values is at a level of a
few percent.

The Hubble parameter was quite precisely measured by
detectors aboard the Planck space mission [13] from the
analysis of angular fluctuations of the cosmic microwave
background: H � 67:3 km (s Mpc)ÿ1. However, recently,
accurate measurements of H by traditional astronomical
means have been reported [14±16], which lead to significantly
higher values, up toH � 74 km (sMpc)ÿ1. Depending on the
value of H, the age of the Universe varies significantly
(Table 2).

The origin of the disagreement between the two types of
measurements of H remains unclear. If this discrepancy is
not a result of some systematic error or other measurement
problem, this could be a strong indication of a new physics,
for example, the existence of a new long-lived dark matter
particle [17] with a lifetime exceeding the age of the
Universe with the hydrogen recombination time trec �
400;000 years.

It is likely that the discrepancy in themeasurements ofH is
due to the deviation of the Universe expansion law from the
canonical formwhen the scale factor at the early stage, during
which the dark energy effect was insignificant (at z > 1:3),
increased faster than the first power of time. It was shown
in [18] that the present expansion of the Universe and in the
recent epoch is well described by the law a�t� � t 3=2 (see
also [19]). The hypothesis of the linear scale factor increase
with time, a�t� � t, was discussed in [20±22] with the aim to
increase the age of the Universe. However, according to [18],
this time behavior of a�t� does not satisfactorily describe
observations.

Although a change in the cosmological expansion law
could facilitate resolving the problem of the early formation
of galaxies and quasars, it does not solve many other issues
related to populations in the early and present-day Universe.

Therefore, we do not discuss it further and focus on the
hypothesis of the early formation of PBHs.

2.2 Bright galaxies in the early Universe
Gravitational lensingmade it possible to discover several very
remote (and young) galaxies that `luckily' proved to be in the
line of sight between Earth and a gravitational lens. Such
lenses operate as natural telescopes.

Among the detected galaxies is one with z � 9:6, which
formed when the age of the Universe was less than 500 mln
years. The corresponding paper is entitled ``A highly
magnified candidate for a young galaxy seen when the
Universe was 500 Myrs old'' [23]. Somewhat later, a galaxy
at z � 11 was discovered [24], which formed when the age of
the Universe was less than 410 mln years, or even 380 mln yrs
for the higher value of the Hubble parameter.

Recently, the galaxyGN-z11 was discovered with a higher
redshift z � 11:1 [25]. Despite the young age, GN-z11 has
(had) a very high luminosity. As noted in [25], the ultraviolet
emission from this galaxy is about a factor of three higher
than the emission from galaxies at z � 6ÿ8. It is also noted
in [25] that about 800 galaxies with z � 7ÿ8 have been found
by the present time. References to earlier publications can
also be found in that paper.

The discovery of a galaxy with the currently record high
redshift z � 13:2�1:9ÿ1:6, corresponding to an age of less than
300 mln years, even for the lower value of the Hubble
constant, is reported in [26]. In addition, the discovery of a
significant number of galaxies with redshifts greater than
seven is reported in [26].

Thus, we can conclude that the Universe was very densely
populated at z > 6, although we observe only the brightest
galaxies, which constitute a small fraction of the total
number. In the Standard Model, such an intensive early
galaxy formation is not expected.

In 2015, the discovery of a not very young but extremely
luminous galaxy was reported [27]. According to estimates in
[27], the age of this galaxy is about 1.3 bln years, and its
luminosity L � 3� 1014L� is almost a factor of 104 higher
than that of the Milky Way. To provide such a huge
luminosity, an active galactic nucleus is required that is fed
by an SMBHwhich, as the authors of [27] conclude, was very
massive from the very beginning or experienced a very rapid
mass growth. The authors of [27] write: ``The existence of
AGNs with Lbol > 1014L� suggests that these supermassive
black holes are born with large mass, or have very rapid mass
assembly. For black hole seed masses � 103M�, either
sustained super-Eddington accretion is needed, or the
radiative efficiency must be <15%, implying a black hole
with slow spin, possibly due to chaotic accretion.'' Never-
theless, the authors of [27] conclude that the seed galaxy of the
BH embryo around which the galaxy formed must be much
heavier than thought possible.

During a talk with journalists, one of the authors of [27],
P Eisenhardt, spoke in images [28]: ``How do you get an
elephant? One way is to start with a baby elephant.''
However, it remains unclear how this `baby elephant' could
be born when the age of theUniverse was only one-tenth of its
present age.

As another author of [27], Chao-Wei Tsai, said, ``Another
way for a black hole to grow this big is for it to have gone on a
sustained binge, consuming food faster than typically thought
possible. This can happen if the black hole isn't spinning that
fast'' [28].

Table 2.Age of theUniverse tU as a function of the redshift z for two values

of the Hubble parameter H.

z tU, bln years

H � 67:3 km (s Mpc)ÿ1 H � 74:0 km (s Mpc)ÿ1

0
3.0
6.0
8.0
10

13.8
5.0
0.93
0.64
0.47

12.5
4.5
0.84
0.58
0.43
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In the last sentence and above, we draw attention to the
need for a low BH spin. According to the LIGO results
mentioned in the Introduction (to be discussed in detail in
Section 4), binary BHs (GW150914 and GW170104) have an
almost zero spin, which is quite unusual for BHs formed due
to accretion, but quite natural for the PMBHs we consider in
this review.

According to the analysis in paper [29], which is
remarkably entitled ``Monsters in the dark,'' the existence of
the galaxy GN-z11 [25] suggests that the density of galaxies in
the early Universe at z � 11 should be around 10ÿ6 Mpcÿ3.
This is about an order of magnitude higher than the expected
galaxy density at lower redshifts inferred from observational
data. According to estimates in [29] based on existing
observations, the new WFIRST telescope (Wide-Field Infra-
red Survey Telescope) will be able to discover around 1000
galaxies in the redshift range from z � 11 to z � 13:5.
However, the origin of these galaxies is unclear.

We conclude this section with a quotation from [21]:
``Rapid emergence of high-z galaxies so soon after the
Big Bang may actually be in conflict with current under-
standing of how they came to be.''

Another, but also very surprising, observation was made
in [30], where the discovery of a not-so-young galaxy with an
age of two to three billion years, which lacks darkmatter, was
reported. The conclusion about the absence of dark matter
was made from measurements of rotation curves, which do
not go to a constant value with the distance from the galaxy,
as is usually the case in dark matter halos, but decrease. It is
commonly believed that galaxies are formed inside potential
wells formed earlier by dark matter clumps. If our hypothesis
that SMBHs serve as seeds for galaxy formation is valid, the
presence of additional dark matter may not be so essential.

2.3 Quasars and supermassive black holes at z > 6
Another muchmore striking example of astrophysical objects
formed early is high-redshift quasars. Presently, around 40
quasars with z > 6 are known, each containing a massive BH
with a mass of about one billion M�. The existence of such
BHs formed at the time when theUniverse was much younger
than one billion years is in drastic contradiction to standard
models of their formation and growth. The discovery of six
(possibly, nine) new high-redshift quasars was recently
reported in [31].

The record highmeasured quasar redshift is z�7:085 [32],
which means that this quasar emerged when the Universe was
younger than 770 mln years. The luminosity of this quasar is
L � 6:3� 1013L� and its mass is M � 2� 109M�. Such a
rapid growth of an SMBH is at least problematic in the
framework of the canonical theory.

In 2015, an even more massive `monster' at the redshift
z � 6:3 with a hugemass of 12 blnM� was discovered [33]. Its
optical and near-infrared luminosity is higher than those of
quasars at z > 6 discovered earlier by a factor of a few. As
noted above, there are serious problems in explaining even
lighter and less powerful quasars. However, the existence of
this monster aggravates the disagreement with the standard
theory. An analysis of traditional mechanisms of SMBH
formation and references to earlier literature can be found in
recent papers [34±39].

Here, we would like to continue the quotation from [21]
given at the end of Section 2.2: ``This problem [of early
formed galaxies] is very reminiscent of the better known
(and probably related) premature appearance of supermas-

sive black holes at z � 6. It is difficult to understand how
109M� black holes appeared so quickly after the Big Bang
without invoking nonstandard accretion physics and the
formation of massive seeds, neither of which is seen in the
local Universe.''

The cited paper appeared before the discovery of the most
massive quasar [33] with a mass much higher than others.

The flow of discoveries of early galaxies and quasars is not
abating. In [40], the discovery of eight new quasars with the
redshift from 6 to 6.5 and the estimated age from 1 to 10 mln
years was announced, which are possibly excluded from PBH
candidates in the early Universe. However, the accuracy of
the age estimate is unclear, and these quasars could initially be
much lighter and could acquire mass by the late accretion of
matter (see Section 6).

The discovery of another 32 quasars with 5:7 < z < 6:6 by
the Subaru telescope was reported in [41], increasing the total
number of high-redshift quasars discovered by this group to
33. In addition, 14 high-redshift luminous galaxies were
found in the Subaru deep sky survey [41]. The discovered
quasars have lower luminosity than other quasars found by
other groups. On the other hand, the galaxies found in [41]
turned out to be much more powerful. According to the
authors, they represent a new type of objects, different from
those known earlier.

The discovery of a quasar with the redshift 7.1 located
inside a very compact galaxy 1 kpc in diameter was reported
in [42], which additionally puts in doubt the standard
formation mechanism of quasars (SMBHs) due to the
accretion of galactic matter.

The authors of [43] analyzed the possibility of the birth of
quasars at z�6ÿ7 and concluded that their existence
challenges the commonly accepted paradigm of cosmic
structure formation. As an alternative, they proposed a
mechanism in which SMBH growth is due to accretion of
cold dense flows, likely providing rapid assembling of some
galaxies in later epochs. We note that this rapid growth could
be due to the presence of SMBH seeds, as we suggest below in
this review.

The situation in the Universe at z > 6 was discussed in
[44], raising the same questions as in this review and earlier
publications by the author [5±9].

The arguments given above suggest almost straightfor-
wardly that SMBHs are primordial objects born in the pre-
stellar epoch of the Universe. In particular, this hypothesis
can imply that they are seeds for galaxy formation and not
products of accretion onto the galactic center. This is
supported by recent observations of both the early and
present-day Universe discussed in Section 3.

2.4 Dust, supernovae, and gamma-ray bursts
The Universe at z > 6 was found to be highly dusty, which is
also rather unexpected. To produce dust, a long chain of
different processes is needed. First, supernovae should
explode to enrich the interstellar medium with heavy
elements, so-called metals (in astronomy, any chemical
elements heavier than helium are called metals). Later on,
atoms of metals cool to become bound in molecules, and only
after that molecules form macroscopic particlesÐ dust
grains.

Dust is observed in some young galaxies, for example, in
HLFS3 at the redshift z � 6:34 [45] and A1689-zD1 at
z � 7:55 [46]. The galaxy A1680-zD1, discovered by gravita-
tional lensing, is the earliest of known galaxies in which
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interstellar matter is observed. The age of the Universe at this
redshift is 500 mln years. These results are confirmed by
observations [47]. These and other observations were used in
the catalogue of `dusty' high-redshift galaxies [48]. The
conclusion was reached that the number of these dusty
sources is about one order of magnitude higher than
predicted by canonical galaxy evolution models.

As noted above, stellar explosions are needed to produce
the interstellar dust. However, according to [49], even
assuming a maximum contribution of supernovae to dust
production, the observed amount of dust in the galaxy
A1689-zD1 requires an unusually powerful growth of seed
grains. This in turn requires that the density of both hot and
cold gas in which dust seeds grow in this galaxy be
comparable to the gas density in galaxies hosting central
quasars. Although not impossible, the upper bounds on the
continuum dust emission from galaxies at 6:5 < z < 7:5 show
that these conditions are not met for most galaxies. Interest-
ingly, could this suggest that the galaxy A1689-zD1 also hosts
a central dormant quasar?

Another possible source of dust in addition to super-
novae, AGB (Asymptotic Giant Branch) stars was considered
in [50]. The result also proved to be pessimistic: such stars are
not numerous enough to provide the required amount of dust
at z � 4ÿ7:5. The authors conclude that supernovae could
produce the needed amount of dust only if their efficiency
reached the theoretical maximum efficiency. The most likely
possibility, in this case, is the rapid growth of dust seeds in the
interstellar medium. We note in advance that the mechanism
of heavy BH formation discussed in Section 5 could lead to a
significant number of dense stellar-like objectsÐ seeds of
future supernovae at z � 10 and even earlier.

In addition, it cannot be ruled out that the number of
supernovae in the early Universe was much higher than
expected. This idea is supported by observations of signifi-
cant metal abundance around early quasars. According to
standard cosmology, only light elements up to 4He are
produced in the primordial nucleosynthesis, with a tiny
addition of Li, Be, and B, while heavier elements are
generated in stars and are ejected into the interstellar medium
during stellar explosions. According to this picture, intensive
star formation must have occurred before or simultaneously
with quasar formation. Furthermore, it is required that many
of the stars explode as supernovae and enrich the interstellar
medium with metals that later formed molecules and dust. (It
is well known that all of us are the dust from a supernova
exploded not too far away from the Sun, but in a much later
epoch.)

Another possibility of enriching the interstellar medium
by metals is offered by nonstandard nucleosynthesis with a
high initial baryon density [51±54] (see Section 5).

Observations of gamma-ray bursts also suggest an
unexpectedly large number of high-redshift supernovae. The
record high gamma-ray burst redshift is 9.4. Additionally,
several gamma-ray bursts were observed at smaller but still
very high z. The star formation rate required to explain the
observations does not fit the canonical theory. Nevertheless,
while being unexplained by the theory, gamma-ray bursts and
generally supernovae are observed at high redshifts, implying
a high star formation rate above the expected values. These
stars must have been created simultaneously with or even
earlier than quasars. Then they would have been able to
produce many supernovae, which would in turn enrich the
interstellar spacewith the required highmetal abundance. The

possible formation mechanism of high-redshift gamma-ray
bursts from collapses of these early stars is considered in [55].

We stress that the mechanism we discuss in Section 5
naturally leads to the formation of a large number of compact
stars or stellar-like objects long before z � 10.

3. Puzzles of the modern
and almost modern Universe

The Universe has surprised us recently not only by events
from its youth that do not fit the canonical picture but also by
the enigmatic properties of astrophysical objects we observe
today.

3.1 Old stars in the Milky Way
Recently, the accuracy of stellar age determination using
nuclear chronology has greatly increased. Thanks to this,
the age of some stars in the Galaxy has been estimated much
more accurately than previously. Below, we consider themost
impressive results.

Using old nuclear chronometers uranium and thorium,
and comparing the corresponding elemental abundance, the
age of the star BD+17� (a metal-deficient halo star) was
estimated to be t � �13:8� 4� bln years [57]. (For compar-
ison, the age of the inner galactic halo is �11:4�0:7� bln
years [57]). Errors in the age measurements are still large, but
the discrepancy between central values raises trouble or great
interest.

Similar results were obtained for the age of the star HE
1523-0901 in the galactic halo, which turned out to be 13.2 bln
years [58]. These measurements for the first time used a
number of nuclear chronometers, including the ratios U/Th,
U/Ir, Th/Eu, and Th/Os. The uncertainty in the age
determination is about 2 bln years.

The most striking result is the one in [59], according to
which the age of HD 140283 (a metal-deficient subgiant with
high velocity) is �14:46�0:31� bln years. The central value
exceeds the age of the Universe by two standard deviations if
we assume that H � 67:3 km (s Mpc)ÿ1 and the age of the
Universe is 13.8 bln years, and even by 10 standard deviations
if H�74 km (s Mpc)ÿ1 and tU � 12:5 bln years. The high
velocity of this subgiant possibly suggests its early pre-
galactic origin.

Clearly, a star cannot be older than the Universe, and the
unusual chemical composition of this and other old stars
could be the possible explanation for this contradiction. It is
commonly accepted that the first stars consist of 25%He and
75% H in accordance with primordial nucleosynthesis and
observational data of the light element abundance. However,
in the scenario we discuss below, in a relatively small spatial
volume, the primordial nucleosynthesis can generate a
significant number of nuclei much heavier than helium, as
we noted in Section 2.4. In addition, the early supernovae that
enriched the interstellar medium with metals could also alter
the chemical composition of later stars in such a way that they
could reach the present-day state muchmore rapidly. Clearly,
this hypothesis requires numerical calculation of stellar
nucleosynthesis with nonstandard initial chemical abun-
dance.

In conclusion, we note that in addition to these old stars in
theMilky Way, a planet with an age of 10:6�1:5ÿ1:3 bln years was
discovered [60]. (For comparison, the age of Earth is only
4.5 bln years.) The formation of such an old planet (two times
older than Earth) must have been preceded by a supernova
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explosion and formation of molecules, which also requires a
long time.

3.2 Supermassive black holes at present
Astronomical observations give compelling evidence that
each galaxy hosts a central SMBH (see review [61]). In giant
elliptical and compact lenticular galaxies, the central BHmass
can exceed one billion M�. In spiral galaxies, such as the
MilkyWay, the BHmasses aremuch smaller, of the order of a
few million solar masses.

The central BHs in galaxies are thought to arise due to
accretion onto some massive seed. However, estimates of the
BH mass grown in this process show that the accretion
efficiency is insufficient to create these giants. This problem
resembles that of the SMBH formation in the early Universe
considered in Section 2, but is not so highly pronounced
because the available time is longer. Nevertheless, below, we
provide spectacular examples that do not fit the accretion
mechanism.

As a rule, the central BH mass is about 0.1% of the bulge
mass [62, 63], but in some galaxies, for example, inNGC1277,
the BH mass is fantastically high, 1:7� 1010M�, or 60% of
the bulge mass [64]. The origin of such a BH is utterly unclear.

Several similar examples are presented in [65]. These
authors argue that despite a good correlation between the
SMBHmass and the host galaxy mass, an increasing number
of outliers emerge. These include the galaxies Henize 2-10,
NGC 4889, and NGC 1277, in which the masses of SMBHs
are at least an order of magnitude higher than could be
expected from their host galaxy masses.

The discovery of a supercompact dwarf galaxy [66] also
disagrees with the standard model. This galaxy has an age of
10 bln years and is enriched with metals. It possibly hosts a
central massive BH. The dynamical mass of the galaxy is
2� 108M� and its radius is only 24 pc, and hence its density is
very high. According to Chandra X-ray satellite data, there is
a variable X-ray source with the luminosityLX � 1038 erg sÿ1

in the galactic center. This can be an active galactic nucleus
related to a massive BH or a low-mass X-ray binary. Analysis
of the optical spectrum suggests that the system must be very
old, 10 bln years or older. The chemical composition is close
to the solar one, but with an increased abundance of [Mg/Fe]
and greatly increased [N/Fe]. This suggests a possible self-
enrichment with light elements, which could arise in close
binary systems. On the other hand, it could result from
nonstandard primordial nucleosynthesis for a very high
baryon-to-photon ratio.

The discovery of another over-heavy BH in a moderate-
mass galaxy was reported in [67]. The BH mass in the active
galactic nucleus was estimated to be MBH � �3:5� 0:8��
108M� with the accretion luminosity LAGN��5:3� 0:4��
1045 erg sÿ1�1012L�, which is 12% of the Eddington value.
This is much higher than one could expect in such a modest-
size galaxy. The results contradict the commonly accepted
picture according to which this galaxy was recently trans-
formed from a disk star-forming galaxy into a passively
evolving early-type galaxy.

The most striking example of an SMBH emerging from
nowhere is the BH discovered in [68], which resides in an
almost empty space.

Recently, a large dark-matter-dominated galaxy was
discovered [68]. The total mass of the galaxy is estimated
to be � 1012M� with a very low luminosity. The mass-to-
luminosity ratio suggests that the fraction of unseen (dark)

matter in this galaxy can be very high, about 98%. The
origin of such a dark galaxy is unclear. It would be
interesting to understand whether the SMBH in its center
is not accreting matter due to the absence of ordinary
baryonic matter. Or has this matter already been consumed
by the quasar?

The observations discussed above question the standard
scenario of SMBH formation in galactic centers due to the
accretion of matter onto the central galactic region. The
reversed scheme, in which the SMBH appears earlier than
the galaxy and serves as a seed for later galaxy assembling
seems to be much more compelling [1, 2, 64]. It would be
interesting if it could be shownwhether the galaxy type (spiral
or elliptical) is determined by the initial BH mass.

The discovery of a `quasar quartet' [70] at the redshift
z � 2, i.e., not in the present-day Universe but not too early,
as for z � 5ÿ10, provided an unexpected argument favoring
the primordial origin of SMBHs. According to the authors of
[70], all galaxies have presumably gone through the quasar
phase, during which their luminosity was sustained by
accretion onto the SMBH. But because quasars are rare
objects at cosmological distances, the probability of finding
a quadruple quasar is very low, � 10ÿ7. This in turn requires
that the dominant portion of massive structures in the distant
Universe acquired a huge amount of cold gas with a density of
about 1 cmÿ3, which substantially contradicts cosmological
simulations.

It is commonly accepted that SMBHs in galactic centers
have grown due to accretion, but new observational data
apparently contradict this classical model.

Recently, interesting observations of an SMBH at the
redshift z � 0:3504, i.e., at a distance of about one Gpc, were
published in [71]. The BH mass is about 180 mln M�
(logMBH � �8:21� 0:02�M� as stated in [71]). This BH
is offset from the galactic nucleus by a distance of
1:260� 0:05 kpc and moves away from the center with a
velocity of 175� 25 km sÿ1. The authors of [72] hypothesize
that the runaway BH resulted from the coalescence of two
lighter BHs in the galactic center. This process could give rise
to a significant recall momentum, leading to the observed
runaway BH.

A much more natural scenario could be one in which a
primordial SMBH that did not acquire a proper galaxy (as we
have seen above, such BHs exist), like an insomniac bear on
an astronomical scale, simply moves through another galaxy
that does have a proper BH in the center.

3.3 Solar-mass black holes
The mass distribution of BHs observed in the Milky Way has
a strange shape from the standpoint of standard theory.
According to [72], the BH masses are unexpectedly high and
concentrated in the narrow range �7:8� 1:2�M�. This result
is in agreement with other observations [73], which also find a
mass distribution peaking at M � 8M�, while there are
virtually no BHs with masses below 5M�, and their number
greatly decreases above 10M�.

Such a behavior is unusual if BHs are formed in stellar
collapses.

As noted in [74], astronomical data apparently also
suggest a double-peaked mass distribution with a minimum
between the maximum neutron star mass and the lower limit
of BH masses found in papers cited above. In the standard
model, this distribution is unexplained, but complies with the
hypothesis of the primordial massive BH formation if there
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are two BH populations in the Galaxy: `our' primordial
(dominating?) one and a `normal' one resulting from
collapses of very massive stars. The mass distribution for
these two populations should be different: in the first case, it is
a log-normal mass distribution, and in the second case it
should repeat themass distribution of stars withmasses above
20±30M�.

3.4 MACHO problem
TheMACHO (Massive Astrophysical CompactHaloObject)
problem also possibly relates to the BH problem. MACHOs
are invisible or very faint objects withmasses of about half the
solar mass, which were discovered by the MACHO and
EROS (Exp�erience de Recherche d'Objets Sombres) colla-
borations by gravitational microlensing. MACHOs have
been discovered in the galactic halo in the direction of the
galactic center and recently in the Andromeda galaxy (M31).
The density of these objects greatly exceeds the expected one if
they are low-luminosity stars. However, it is insufficiently
high to explain all dark matter in the galactic halo. A brief
review of the MACHO problem can be found in [75], which
we follow below (see also [76]).

The MACHO collaboration [77, 78] reported the discov-
ery of 13±17 microlensing events in the direction of the Large
Magellanic Cloud, which is much higher than the microlen-
sing events due to low-luminosity stars. According to [77, 78],
the ratio of the density of the discovered microlenses to the
matter density in the halo, which is in fact the density of dark
matter, falls within the range 0:08 < f < 0:50 at a 95% CL
(confidence level) for 0:15M� <M < 0:9M�.

The EROS collaboration reported only the upper bound
for the mass fraction of the registered lenses, f < 0:2 (95%
CL) in the same mass interval as shown above for the
MACHO data. The subsequent EROS-2 observations [79]
led to a stronger bound f < 0:1 in the mass range
10ÿ6M� <M <M�.

The AGAPE (Andromeda Gravitational Amplification
Pixel Experiment) collaboration [80], which searches for
MACHOs in the direction to the Andromeda galaxy, reports
0:2 < f < 0:9, whereas the MEGA (Microlensing Explora-
tion of the Galaxy and Andromeda) [81] gives a tighter upper
bound f < 0:3.

An analysis of this contradictory situation is carried out
in [82]. Later searches [83] by EROS-2 and OGLE (Optical
Gravitational Lensing Experiment) in the direction of the
Small Magellanic Cloud give f < 0:1 (95% CL) for masses
� 10ÿ2M� and f < 0:2 for masses � 0:5M�.

Undoubtedly, MACHOs exist. Their density is compar-
able to that of dark matter in the galactic halo, but their
nature is unclear. In principle, MACHOs could be brown
dwarfs, dead stars, or PBHs. However, brown dwarfs or dead
stars could not be produced from normal stellar evolution in
the required amount, while PBHs or compact stellar-like
objects formed in the early Universe could well exist.

3.5 Intermediate-mass black holes
in the contemporary Universe
In the contemporary Universe, so-called intermediate-mass
BHs with masses of several dozen, hundred, and thousand
solar masses have been discovered. Their canonical astro-
physical formation raises many serious questions (see, e.g.,
review [84]).

For example, unusual properties of the recently discov-
ered supernova iPTF13bvn [85] in the nearby galaxy NGC

5806 can be explained by assuming a heavy BH companion of
the supernova progenitor, which could result from the
collapse of a 70M� star [86]. As an alternative, heavy PBHs,
whose formation is discussed in Section 5, could be plausible
companions.

Recently, evidence appeared that intermediate-mass BHs
(thousands of solar masses) can reside in the centers of
globular stellar clusters. It is not easy to explain the
formation of these heavy BHs in the commonly accepted
models, but in our approach they appear exactly in the
required numbers (see Section 7).

All these data fit the inverse galaxy formation model well,
assuming that central BHs do not result from the collapse of
matter in galactic centers but instead are seeds for the
formation of different stellar clusters. Small BHs with masses
of �103ÿ104�M� acquire small `galaxilets'. Heavier BHs
serve as centers for dwarf galaxies, and giant galaxies
`condense' around SMBHs. In spiral galaxies, BHs are not
very big and their mass is not more than several million solar
masses (as in theMilkyWay), while in elliptical and lenticular
galaxies, BH masses can be as high as several billion solar
masses. Interestingly, which is the cause and which is the
effect here?

A similar standpoint was discussed in [4, 87], in relation to
the question as to whether intermediate-mass BHs can be
present in virtually all old dwarf galaxies. According to the
authors of [4, 87], this hypothesis explains all enigmatic
properties of dwarf galaxies.

4. Problems with LIGO
gravitational-wave sources

On February 11, 2016, the LIGO gravitational wave
observatory announced the discovery of gravitational waves
emitted in a coalescence of two heavy BHs (GW150914) [88]. 1

The initial masses of the BHs were 36�5ÿ4M� and 29�4ÿ4M�. The
mass of the resulting BH was 62�4ÿ4M�. The proper angular
momentum of the resultant BH (its spin) was close to the
maximum possible one: s � 0:67�0:05ÿ0:07, while the spins of the
initial BHs were small (consistent with zero). The results of
measurements for the GW150914 event are listed in Table I
in [88].

On January 4, 2017, LIGO registered the event
GW170104 with very similar properties [96]. The masses of
the coalescing BHs where 31:2�8:4ÿ6:0M� and 19:4�5:3ÿ5:9M�. The
mass of the final BH wasMfin � 48:7�5:7ÿ4:6M�, and the emitted
energy was DE � 2:0�0:6ÿ0:7M�. The spins of the coalescing BHs
were consistent with zero, whereas the spin of the final BH
was high, s � 0:64�0:09ÿ0:20.

The signal waveform inGW150914 andGW1 170104 is in
remarkable agreement with the prediction of General
Relativity (GR) for the coalescence of two Schwarzschild
BHs. Therefore, these results not only are the first direct
detections of gravitational waves but also provide the first
GR tests in the strong-field regime, where the spacetime
metric is significantly different from flat, as is the case for
the Schwarzschild field near the event horizon. Presently,
several other, but perhaps not so bright, events have been
discovered.

But the proof of GR for strong fields gave rise to new
problems related to the surprising properties of coalescing

1 See papers [89±95] in Physics±Uspekhi devoted to different aspects of

gravitational wave detection.

February 2018 Massive and supermassive black holes in the contemporary and early Universe and problems in cosmology and astrophysics 121



BHs, which were especially pronounced in the first event
GW150914. The essence of these problems, which arise in the
standard astrophysical origin of BHs discovered by LIGO, is
described in detail in our paper [3], which we follow here (see
also [97, 98]). The following three problems of the standard
theory are to be addressed.

(1) What is the origin of such heavy BHs with masses
� 30M�?

(2) Is it possible to explain the low spins of coalescing
BHs?

(3) How could a BH binary arise from a binary star
system?

The classical BH formation model meets with significant
difficulties in explaining these observations. Below, we
answer the above questions in the early heavy BH formation
model.

The problem of heavy BH formation. Black holes are
usually assumed to result from stellar collapses, although
there is no self-consistent theory of this process as yet. To
form a heavy BH with a mass of, say, 30M�, the progenitor
star must have a very big mass, M > 100M�, and low metal
abundance to avoid too heavy a mass loss in the course of its
evolution. These massive stars can be present in young
galaxies with active star formation, but an appreciable
number of such galaxies have not been discovered in the
nearby Universe.

Low spins of coalescing BHs in the first (GW150914) and
third (GW170104) LIGO events. The low spins of coalescing
BHs greatly constrain the possible astrophysical formation
mechanisms of such BHs in stellar collapses (see, e.g., recent
paper [99]). However, the dynamical formation of a massive
BHbinary system in dense stellar clusters is not ruled out. The
second reliable LIGO event (GW151226) does not contradict
the standard astrophysical scenario.

Finally, the problem of gravitationally bound binary BHs.
Binary stars are frequently observed in galaxies. They are
thought to be formed in a common gravitationally bound
interstellar gas cloud. If a BH emerges from a stellar collapse,
as is usually assumed, a tiny collapse anisotropy results in a
large recoil, high BH velocity, and possible destruction of
the binary system. Indirect evidence of this process is the
high velocities of Galactic pulsars, up to 1000 km sÿ1, while
the average velocities of stars do not exceed 200±300 km sÿ1.
The direct formation of BHs from Population III stars
with the subsequent formation of a binary BH system
�� �30� 30�M�� was considered in the literature, and was
found to be unlikely.

All these problems can be solved in an elegant and
economical way if the observed gravitational-wave sources
are PBHs formed by the mechanism presented in Section 5.
This mechanism enables easy production of a sufficient
number of BHs with masses of several dozen solar masses.
These BHs are born with zero velocity in the comoving frame.
Therefore, the probability of their capture is not suppressed
by a large relative velocity, especially after BHs lose it, for
example, due to dynamical friction in the dense primordial
plasma, as suggested, in particular, in [100], albeit for another
physical situation. The spin of these BHs is close to zero
because there are no rotational perturbations in the early
Universe.

The mass spectrum of these BHs is predicted almost
independently of the model. Only the fact that the formation
of such BHs comes from conditions during the inflation stage
is essential.

The hypothesis that the LIGO binary BHs are not
ordinary products of stellar evolution but represent primor-
dial objects from the early Universe was proposed in several
papers [101±108], but only our paper [3] offers a specific
dynamical formation model for these BHs [1, 2] and predicts
their mass spectrum.

Amodel of PBH formation embodying these properties is
considered in Section 5.

5. Early formation of massive
and supermassive black holes
and compact star-like objects

The formation mechanism of massive BHs and compact
stellar-like objects used in this review was proposed in [1]
and detailed in [2]. The main idea of this mechanism is a slight
modification of the Affleck and Dine baryogenesis (ADB)
model [109], a unique mechanism that naturally leads to a
very large baryonic asymmetry up to bAD � nB=ng � 1,
whereas its observed value is many orders of magnitude
smaller, bobs � nB=ng � 6� 10ÿ10. Here, nB and ng are the
number densities of baryons and microwave background
photons. Usually, theoreticians try to maximally increase
the efficiency of the matter over antimatter domination
generation mechanism, but in the ADB mechanism this
efficiency has to be suppressed.

An important ingredient of the ADB model is the
existence of a hypothetical complex scalar field w with a
nonzero baryon number. It is also assumed that the mass of
this fieldmw is small compared to theHubble parameter at the
relevant evolutionary stage (below, we specify exactly when).
In addition, the w field potential has so-called flat directions
along which the field energy does not change. All these
conditions, as well as the baryon number nonconservation,
are naturally realized in supersymmetric models; however,
full supersymmetry is not a necessary condition.

As an example realizing this mechanism, we consider a
model with the potential

Uw � m 2
w w

2 �m �2w w �2 � lw�w 4 � w �4 � 2jwj4�

� 2jmwj2jwj2 cos �2y� 2a� � 2ljwj4 cos �4y� ; �2�

where w � jwj exp �iy�, mw � jmwj exp �ia�, and l > 0. We
assume l to be real, because its phase can be made zero by
the transformation w! exp �iy0� w with a constant phase.

The baryon current is determined by the expression

Jm�w� � iBw�w �qmwÿ qmw � w� � 2Bw qmyjwj2 ; �3�

where Bw is the baryon number of the w field quantum.
If a 6� 0, the charge conjugation invariance, i.e., invar-

iance under the particle±antiparticle mapping, is violated. If
the potential Uw is not invariant under the phase rotation
w! exp �iy0� w, the baryon number is not conserved. Thus,
two of Sakharov's three conditions [110] are satisfied. As we
show below, the third condition (deviation from thermo-
dynamic equilibrium) is not necessary for the ADB mechan-
ism.

A homogeneous field w � w�t� in the Friedmann metric
satisfies the equation

�w� 3H _w� dU

dw �
� 0; �4�
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where U is the w field potential, for example, Eqn (2), and
H � _a=a is the Hubble parameter, where a is the cosmological
scale factor. Equation (4) formally coincides with the New-
tonian equation of motion for a point-like particle in the two-
dimensional space �Re w, Im w� under the action of the force
F � ÿU 0 in a mediumwith liquid friction� _w. If the potential
U is symmetric under rotations, the angular momentum is
conserved, which in this setup coincides with the baryon
number density nB � J0�w�, where J0�w� is determined by
Eqn (3). This analogy enables us to easily imagine the
evolution of w�t� and the baryon number in a given potential.

At the cosmological inflationary stage, when the scale
factor increases almost exponentially, a�t� � exp �Ht�, and
the potential slope is small compared to the world expansion
rate, i.e., U 005H 2, quantum fluctuations of the field w turn
out to be stronger than the classical force returning w to
mechanical equilibrium, and the mean field square increases
with time, w 2 � H 3t=�2p�2 [111±113].2 This means that the
field w with a very high probability has a large amplitude
along the valley with a weakly growing (or constant if the
mass of w remains zero) potential.

When inflation ends and the Hubble parameter starts
decreasing with time as H � 1=t, the quantum fluctuation
effect decreases, and the field w returns to the potential
minimum in accordance with equation of motion (4). If, in
rolling down, w for some reason acquires a nonzero angular
momentum, then the baryon number of w becomes nonzero.
Later on, in decays of the w field, this accumulated baryon
number leads to an asymmetry between the number of quarks
and antiquarks, and the asymmetry can be very significant.

The reason for the appearance of a nonzero nB [see
Eqn (3)] can be quantum fluctuations across the valley or a
difference in the directions of the quartic, � w 4, and
quadratic, � w 2, valleys. At high amplitudes, the motion of
w is governed by the quartic valley and is directed down along
it. With decreasing jwj, the quadratic potential becomes
dominating, and the field w transits into this valley. If the
directions of the valleys are different, then, when moving
from one valley into another, a motion across w appears, i.e.,
_y becomes nonzero, and therefore a nonzero baryon number
density emerges.

This is the essence of the classical ADB mechanism. Full
supersymmetry is not necessary for it to operate: what is
needed is only the presence of a scalar field with a relatively
low mass mw < H with a nonzero and nonconserved baryon
number. The accumulated baryon number of the field w
transits into the baryon number of quarks via decays of w,
which can, however, preserve the baryon number.

We modify the ADB mechanism [1] by introducing an
additional interaction of the field wwith the inflaton fieldF in
the form

UwF � gjwj2�Fÿ F1�2 ; �5�
where g is a dimensionless coupling constant and F1 is the
value of the inflaton field reached during inflation. At first
glance, this interaction looks rather artificial; however, this is
the general form of a renormalizable interaction of two scalar
fields. The only condition required is the choice of F1 such
that, after the inflation field F passes through F1, inflation
lasts sufficiently long for objects of an astrophysically
significant size with high a baryonic density to be formed.

Interaction (5) radically changes the evolution of the field
w�t�. WhenFwas far fromF1, the effective mass of wwas high
and the field was kept near the potential minimum at w � 0.
However, at F � F1, the gate to larger values of w opens, and
the field can run away fairly far from zero. After F passes
through F1 and the difference jFÿ F1j exceeds H, the field w
must return to zero, but in returning it acquires a significant
angular momentum and hence the baryon number in
accordance with the picture depicted above.

If the gate to the `flat direction' opens for a short time, the
probability of breaking forth to higher values of w is low, and
objects with high baryon density occupy an insignificant
volume in the Universe, whereas another, much bulkier,
part of the Universe acquires the usual baryon asymmetry
b � 6� 10ÿ10 produced by a small w field that had no time to
take large values. This process has an intermediate character
between the first- and second-order phase transitions. It could
be called a 3/2-order phase transition. When the inflaton F
passes through the value F1, the effective mass of w becomes
large again, and the field gradually returns to zero at the
potential minimum by creating a huge baryon asymmetry on
its way.

At first, this process results only in inhomogeneities of
the chemical composition of the primordial matter (iso-
curvature fluctuations), because quarks are massless in the
very early Universe. However, after the QCD phase transi-
tion from free quarks to confinement, when quarks form
massive nucleons, the fluctuations in the baryon number
transform into energy/mass density perturbations. As a
result, at a temperature of 100±200 MeV in the Universe at
an age above 10ÿ5ÿ10ÿ4 s, either stellar-like compact objects
or PBHs should appear. Which of the objects should form
depends on the ratio of the object mass and the Jeans mass.
These objects can be called High Baryon Bubbles (HBBs).

The HBB mass distribution can be calculated using the
Starobinsky diffusion equation [115, 116] generalized to the
case of a complex field w [1, 2]. The form of the distribution is
almost model independent; it is determined by the bubbles
having been formed at the inflationary stage and has the log-
normal shape [1, 2]:

dN

dM
� m 2 exp

�
ÿ g ln2

M

M0

�
; �6�

where the parameters m and M0 have the dimension of mass
or, equivalently, of inverse length, and the parameter g is
dimensionless.

It is known that this distribution can arise during star
formation, but at amuch later stage and due to quite different
physics. There are no a priori grounds to expect that PBHs
formed much earlier would have a log-normal mass distribu-
tion, unless a nontrivial dynamical model like the one in [1, 2]
is proposed.

The high-mass cutoff of distribution (6) is determined by
the duration of inflation after F passes through the value F1.
Following [3], the maximum HBB mass can be estimated as
follows. The mass of matter inside the region with a large w is
equal, by the order of magnitude, to

Minfl � 4p
3

rl 3 ; �7�

where l is the size of the volume with high w and the initial size
of the order of 1=H, which, during the time afterF crossingF1

to the inflation end, inflates to l � �1=H � exp �H�tend ÿ tin��.
2 See, however, [114], where the same result but with the opposite sign is

obtained.
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Here, H is the Hubble parameter during inflation, tin is the
instant at which the window to the flat direction opened, i.e.,
when the inflaton amplitude F approached F1 from above,
and tend is the effective inflation end time.

The energy density during inflation stays approximately
constant:

r � 3H 2m 2
pl

8p
� const : �8�

Hence, the maximum HBB mass toward the end of inflation
at t � tend is

Mmax
infl �

m 2
Pl

2H
exp

�
3H�tend ÿ tin�

�
: �9�

In the approximation of instantaneous reheating, when the
Universe rapidly reaches the temperature Th, energy density
(8) can be expressed in terms of Th as

r � p2

30
g�T 4

h ; �10�

where g� � 100 is the number of relativistic degrees of
freedom in the primeval plasma. Taking all factors into
account, we obtain an estimate of the maximum mass of a
BH formed during the QCD phase transition:

Mmax
infl �

�
90

32p3g�

�1=2
m 3

Pl

T 2
h

exp
�
3H�tend ÿ tin�

�
: �11�

Assuming that HBBs are filled with relativistic matter
after inflation, it is possible to see that their mass should
decrease as T=Th, because the relativistic matter density
decreases as 1=a 4, while the HBB size increases linearly with
the scale factor a, and therefore the volume of these bubbles
grows as a 3. A reasonable reheating temperature is about
1014 GeV, and the temperature at which nonrelativistic
matter starts dominating inside the HBBs is equal to the
QCD phase transition temperature TMD � 100 MeV. The
precise value is not very important because of the logarithmic
dependence of the result. Therefore, the maximumHBBmass
at present is

Mtoday �
�

90

32p3g�

�1=2
m 3

Pl

T 2
h

TMD

Th
exp

�
3H�tend ÿ tin�

�
:

�12�
This result was obtained by ignoring accretion onto PBHs,
which we discuss below.

It follows that the necessary duration of inflation to form
a PBH of a massMmax

BH is expressed as

exp
�
3H�tend ÿ tin�

�
� 1037�5ÿ10�15

�
Th

1014 GeV

�3
Mmax

BH

104M�
100 MeV

TMD
: �13�

This implies that to create a PBH with a mass 0104M�, the
conditionH�tend ÿ tin�036 must be satisfied, if we assume all
other factors in the right-hand side of (13) to be of the order of
unity. We recall for comparison that the minimum duration
of inflation needed to create our Universe is about
HDtinfl � 70. Equation (12) can be inverted to find the
maximum BH mass for a given inflation duration.

Usually, interaction potentials (2) and (5) are added to the
so-called Coleman±Weinberg correction [117]

U � lCWjwj4 ln
jwj2
s 2

; �14�

which arises when summing over one-loop diagrams describ-
ing the interaction of the field wwith other fields, including its
self-interaction. As a result, the total potential of w includes
three terms: those in Eqns (2), (5), and (14). The numerical
calculations in our papers [1, 2] were carried out just for such a
potential. The evolution of the total potential with changing
F�t� is shown in Fig. 1. Figure 2 presents the behavior of the
modulus of the amplitude wwhen the second minimum of the
potential appears and disappears. Figure 3 demonstrates the
emergence of rotation of w�t� when moving from one
potential valley to another.

As noted above, in the subsequent decay of the w meson
into quarks with B conservation, a large baryon asymmetry
emerges, but only in small-size, approximately stellar-like,

w

U�w�

Figure 1. Potential U of the field w for various amplitudes of the inflaton

field F. The upper curve corresponds to the condition F4F1, for which

there is only one minimum at w � 0. As F approaches F1, a second

gradually deepening minimum arises. The bottom curve and the deepest

minimum correspond to the equalityF � F1. With a further increase inF,
the reverse shift of the potential curve begins by returning to oneminimum

at w � 0.
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Figure 2.Amplitude jwj in the course of potential deepening. The time t is in

units of the inverse inflaton mass. At the beginning, jwj monotonically

increases following the potential minimum and then starts overtaking the

minimum and oscillating such that it decays away from the minimum. As

the second, deeper, minimum disappears, w rolls down to the zero

amplitude by acquiring a nonzero angular momentum in passing, as

shown in Fig. 3.
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objects. Interestingly, in this model, it is possible to expect the
natural (although not obligatory) appearance of compact
objects consisting of antimatter, comparable in number to
baryonic objects, which could copiously populate our Galaxy
halo. The number of antibaryons can be comparable to that
of commonly observed baryons and even exceed it, but this
does not contradict the existing antimatter constraints
because the antimatter is then in the form of compact
stellar-like objects, not to mention BHs. The constraints on
the number of compact antistars in the Galaxy and possible
related effects were analyzed in [118±120]. An analysis of the
search for antimatter in the Universe was carried out in [121].

The mechanism considered in this section naturally
explains a wealth of amazing observations obtained in the
last few years as described in Section 2±4 and (for suitable
parameters) predicts the presence of a sufficient number of
heavy BH binaries, which are the sources of the observed
gravitational waves. With such a broad mass spectrum,
notably different from the one assumed earlier, all (or at
least a sizeable portion of) dark matter could be formed by
heavy PBHs, as proposed in our early papers [1, 2]. This
hypothesis has recently been revisited and became popular
again in relation to the LIGO discoveries (see Section 4 for
further references).

The log-normal mass spectrum was later reproduced
in [122] based on other considerations and postulated
in [123] without any justifications.

6. Accretion mass growth
of primordial black holes

6.1 Traditional approach
Expression (6) describes the mass distribution of PBHs
immediately after their birth. Later, BH masses increase by
accretion of the surrounding matter, with the accretion
efficiency being dependent on both the matter equation of
state and the BH mass. Therefore, the mass spectrum is
deformed and its form deviates from the simple log-normal
form. We follow paper [3] in the discussion below.

The first analysis of PBHs and an estimate of their
accretion mass growth was carried out by Zeldovich and
Novikov [124]. According to [124], BHs arise when the
relative density fluctuations on the cosmological horizon

scale rh � 2t reach unity, dr=r � 1, where r is the energy
density of matter at the radiation-dominated stage:

r � 3m 2
Pl

32t 2
: �15�

The mass of the region inside the radius r � rh is

Mh � 4pr 3h
3

r � m 2
Plt : �16�

Here, the gravitational radius corresponding toMh is exactly
equal to the cosmological horizon, i.e., all the fluctuations are
inside the volume bounded by the gravitational radius and
hence form a BH of the initial mass

M0 � m 2
Pl t0 � 105 M�t0 ; �17�

where the time t0 is expressed in seconds.
Using the nonrelativistic Bondi±Hoyle approximation,

the authors of [124] showed that a BH with an initial mass
M0 formed at a time t0 grows as

M � M0

1ÿ �KM0=t0� �1ÿ t0=t� ; �18�

where K � 9
���
3
p

=�2m 2
Pl�. According to Eqn (18), the BH mass

increases to infinity in a short time; this result clearly requires
an improvement. Carr and Hawking [125] were the first to
point out the shortcomings of estimates based on the Bondi±
Hoyle formula. Their results were analytically confirmed in
[126, 127]. The Carr±Hawking model shows that the growth
rate of very massive PBHs is greatly overestimated in the
Zeldovich±Novikov mechanism [128]. However, numerical
simulations in [129] demonstrate a significantmass increase in
relatively small BHs with rg 5 rh in the leptonic era during a
time up to 100 s.

The Zeldovich±Novikov approximation was generalized
for the relativistic case in [130, 131] (see also [132]). The
cosmological decrease in the accretingmatter density was also
taken into account. However, the cosmological expansion
effect on the accretion dynamics was ignored in the early
simplified calculations. That effect can be very significant for
massive BHs whose radius is close to the cosmological
horizon in the early Universe.

6.2 Growth of baryon bubbles
In our model, the formation and evolution of PBHs with high
baryon density proceeds differently. After the QCD phase
transition in the early Universe at the temperature
T � 100ÿ200 MeV and t � 10ÿ5 ± 10ÿ4 s, quarks form non-
relativistic protons and neutrons. This results in the appear-
ance of a large density contrast between bubbles filled with
heavy baryons and the relativistic cosmological plasma filling
almost all the remaining volume of the Universe, in which the
baryon contribution is insignificant at this stage. When the
bubble radius goes under the cosmological horizon, the
density contrast with high probability can be large, dr=r01,
and this bubble turns into a BH.We note that this mechanism
is significantly different from the traditional scheme discussed
in the literature (see, e.g., [133] and the references therein).

The modern state of seed (parent) BH growth in the
galactic centers is described in recent paper [134] for an
assumed delta-like initial mass function centered at
M0104 ± 105M�. These BHs are assumed to have formed in
dark matter halos at z015 and then to rapidly grow due to
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Figure 3. Evolution of the field w�t� � w1 � iw2 on the complex plane. It is

seen that a nonzero phase of w�t� changing with time appears, and hence,

according to Eqn (3), a nonzero baryon number density of the field w�t�
arises.
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gas accretion. If the halo mass were less than � 1012M�, the
BH mass would barely increase, whereas in a more massive
halo the BH mass would grow very rapidly. The ultimate BH
mass is determined by a self-consistent relation between the
dark matter halo mass and the central BH mass. In this
process, the SMBH mass could grow up to 108M�, after
which the BH mass would grow linearly in proportion to the
surrounding halo mass. It is essential that the form of the BH
mass function does not change significantly at redshifts
smaller than z � 5. Only the normalization changes, by
about an order of magnitude, when reaching z � 0. These
results are insensitive to the initial mass of the seed BH if
Mseed0104M�. The BHmasses rapidly increase until the self-
consistent regime sets in due to the reaction on the halo mass.
The seed BH mass can reach 108M�, after which its growth
slows down and it increases proportionally to the halo mass.

However, if there is a population of PMBs, they could
serve as natural seeds for galaxy formation. By analogy with
the numerical simulation described above, we can conclude
that

1) BH seed masses 9105M� barely evolve, i.e., in the
range of low masses of the observed PBHs, their mass
spectrum has the original form (6);

2) BHs with initial masses 105ÿ108M� rapidly grow to
� 108M� and, possibly, above this value;

3) masses of seed BHs for galaxy formation exceeding
108M� at z � 0 increase proportionally to the dark matter
halo mass;

4) the rapid growth of supermassive PBHs is completed
by z � 5, after which their mass function (for M > 106)
linearly increases to the present-day values.

According to items 2 and 3, the initial form of the PBH
mass function is of minor importance for large masses,
0105M�, because BHs with these masses have time to
rapidly grow until the self-consistent regime sets in the
surrounding dark matter halo. Therefore, by fitting the
normalization of the mass spectrum in the mass range
�10ÿ100�M� to the merger rate of binary BHs, as inferred
from theLIGOobservations (9±240 events per year perGpc3),
we should only take care that the mass density of primordial
SMBHs be consistent with the SMBH mass function
inferred from galaxy observations, dN=�d logMdV � '
10ÿ2±10ÿ3 Mpcÿ3.

By adjusting the parameters m, g, and M0 in formula (6),
we can satisfy all the existing constraints [135], understand the
origin and properties of coalescing BHs, and explain other
exotic discoveries described above. According to our esti-
mates (see below), the choice of the mass distribution
parameters m � �2ÿ3� � 10ÿ43 Mpcÿ1, g � 0:4ÿ1:0, and
M0 �M��g� 0:1g 2 ÿ 0:2g 3� allows satisfying the condi-
tions formulated above, creating a sufficient number of BHs
to seed galaxy formation, and, additionally, describing all (or
a significant fraction of) dark matter by PBHs generated by
the mechanism described in Section 6.1. Constraints on the
BH density as a function of the BH mass are presented in
Fig. 4. We note that the constraints shown on a similar plot in
[136] as inferred from the analysis of early accretion onto
PBHs and are highly model-dependent, and should therefore
be treated with caution.

Constraints on the BH abundance inferred in recent
papers [137, 138] from the microwave background observa-
tions do not rule out populating the Universe by PBHs with
the chosen parameters. It is asserted in [137] that BHs with
masses 0102M� cannot be the major dark matter compo-

nent. A stronger statement in [138] is that PBHs with masses
05M� can hardly exist in a significant amount. However, as
those authors note themselves, this constraint is based on the
poorly known accretion processes onto BHs.

A new constraint on the darkmatter fraction consisting of
BHs was recently presented in [135] based on X-ray data.
However, the conclusion of the authors is based on not very
reliable assumptions about the velocity dispersion of PBHs,
which in fact could be weaker than the authors argue.

We resume the discussion of the parameters M0 and g of
the universal mass distribution (6) of PBHs and compact
stellar-like objects that appeared from high baryon density
bubbles. We call them the Affleck±Dine primordial black
holes (ADPBHs). In the natural system of units with
�h � c � 1, the solar mass is M� � 1:75� 1095 Mpcÿ1 and
the normalization constant is m � 10ÿ43 Mpcÿ1. With this m,
setting g � 0:5 andM0 �M�, we conclude that the total mass
density of such objects is several times smaller than the total
(baryonic and dark) cosmological matter density, rm �
4� 1010M� Mpcÿ3. For convenience, we introduce dimen-
sionless variables x �M=M� and y �M0=M�. As shown in
[3], the condition that the fraction of the cosmological density
of PBHs and compact stellar-like objects in the mass range
�0:1ÿ1�M� is f � rBH=rm � 0:1 for g in the range 0:4ÿ1:6
leads to the relation

y � g� 0:1g 2 ÿ 0:2g 3 : �19�

For such PBH parameters, the fraction of ADPBHs in the
logarithmic mass range fromM1 toM2 is

r � x1
x2

exp

�
g
�
ln

�
x2
y

�2

ÿ ln

�
x1
y

�2��

�
�
x2
x1

�ÿ1�g ln �x1x2=y 2�
: �20�
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Figure 4. (Color online.) Bounds on the fraction of PBHs in the dark

matter density, f � rPBH=rDM, where the PBH density is rPBH�M� �
M 2 dN=dM. The constraints were obtained from the following data:

extragalactic gamma-ray background from evaporating BHs (HR); the

femtolensing of gamma-ray bursts (F); PBH capture by neutron stars

(NC-C); microlensing observations by MACHO, EROS, and OGLE; the

survival of several star clusters in the ultra-faint galaxy Eridanus II (ER

II); the dynamical friction (DF) of objects in the galactic halo; and

accretion effects on the CMB as derived from WMAP (Wilkinson

Microwave Anisotropy Probe) and FIRAS (Far-InfraRed Absolute

Spectrophotometer) observations. The predicted PBH mass distribution

is shown for m�10ÿ43 Mpcÿ1 and M0 � g� 0:1g 2 ÿ 0:2g 3 with g �
0:75ÿ 1:1 (red solid line) and g � 0:6ÿ 0:9 (blue solid line).
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We consider so-called intermediate BHs with masses
M � 2� 103M�, which are likely to reside in globular
cluster centers. In accordance with the arguments given
below, we assume that all ADPBHs with M > 104M� have
become seeds for SMBHs in galactic centers, which have by
now grown to several billion solar masses. In this case,
x2 � 104 > x1 � 2� 103 4 1, whence

r �
�
x1x2
y 2

�g ln �x2=x1�
; �21�

or

log r � g log e log
x2
x1

log
x1x2
y 2

: �22�

If g < 1, Eqn (20) implies that y � g. Therefore, for example,
to obtain r � 105, the value g � 0:4 is required, which seems
quite reasonable, as can be seen from Fig. 5a. The value log r
as a function of g determined by formula (20) is presented in
Fig. 5b. We see that for g � 0:35ÿ0:45, there is about one
ADPBH with the mass �2ÿ3� � 103M� per 104ÿ105
ADPBHs with masses > 104M�. If all ADPBHs with the
initial mass exceeding 104M� in the course of the evolution of
the Universe turned into SMBHs in galactic centers, their
number density would be 10ÿ2ÿ10ÿ3 per cubic Mpc, as
shown by the purple rectangle in Fig. 5a. In this case, the
number density of the intermediate-mass BHs mentioned
above would fall in the range � 102ÿ103 per cubic Mpc.
This ADBPH number density is sufficient for them to serve as
seeds of globular clusters in galaxies [4] (see Section 7).

7. Globular clusters

Primordial black holes with a mass of about 2000M� can
play an important role in the formation and evolution of
globular star clusters, as noted in our paper [4], which we
closely follow here.

According to themodel discussed in Section 5, the number
density of intermediate-mass PBHs, M � 2000M�, can be
105ÿ106 per SMBH. This means that in each galaxy there can
be about 105ÿ106 such intermediate-mass BHs. This predic-
tion can have a bearing on globular clusters (GCs), which for

a long time have been thought to be the oldest stellar systems
in the Universe [140]. Presently, it is recognized that GCs do
not have extended dark matter halos [141]. Globular cluster
formation and evolution were considered in recent papers
[142, 143] (see also the references therein).

The modern number density of intermediate-mass BHs is
about 102ÿ103 Mpcÿ3. Therefore, in the epoch of the first
star formation at z � 15, it was nIMBH � 106ÿ107 Mpcÿ3.
Taking into account that the Jeans wavelength at z�15 was
lJ�3 kpc, we find that there were about NJ � 107 Jeans
volumes in one cubic Mpc at that time. The closeness of this
number to the space density of PBHs with a mass
� �2ÿ3� � 103M� suggests that such BHs could be the
seeds for the first GCs. In this scenario, each GC should
contain a central intermediate-mass BH. According to [144],
anM � 2200M� BH can indeed reside in the center of a GC.
Recently, data appeared in [145] suggesting the presence of a
putative BH with a mass of several tens of thousand solar
masses in another GC.

The formation of BHs of several thousand solarmasses by
the canonical mechanism is also possible. They could result
from Population III stars [146] in stellar collisions in young
stellar clusters [147]. A brief review of the possible formation
channels of intermediate-mass BHs can be found in [148].

The presence of intermediate-mass BHs in GC centers
should greatly affect the GC evolution [149]. We note in this
connection that the universal relation between the central BH
mass and the galactic bulge mass [150] can also be applied to
the central BHs in GCs with an account for the GC mass
decreasing in the course of evolution [151]. However, as we
have seen in Section 3.2, this relation for galaxies is frequently
violated for PBHs formed in the early Universe.

In addition to GCs with intermediate-mass BHs, dark
stellar clusters with a high mass-to-luminosity ratio have
recently been discovered. They are also thought to contain a
central intermediate-mass BH [152, 153]. These stellar clusters
can be the remnants of dwarf spheroids with a mass
intermediate between that of GCs and large galaxies.

Intermediate-mass BHs of several thousand solar masses
are an interesting alternative (or addition) to the standard
theory of early hierarchical structure formation [154]. In our
scenario, all BHs with masses above � 104M� were turned
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rectangle shows the observed interval of masses and the number density of SMBHs in large galaxies. (b) The ratio of the ADPBH number density per

logarithmic mass interval for masses near 103M� and 2� 103M� to that for massesM > 104M� as a function of g.

February 2018 Massive and supermassive black holes in the contemporary and early Universe and problems in cosmology and astrophysics 127



into the SMBHs presently observed in galactic centers, while
lighter BHs became centers of GCs and were possibly seeds
for their formation [4]. In this connection, it would be
interesting to study the formation of GCs at high redshifts
z � 5 [155]. According to the authors of [155], ``The
formation of globular clusters... remains a puzzling,
unsolved problem in astrophysics.''

If intermediate-mass BHs indeed seeded GCs, each GC
should contain such a BH, which can be tested in future
astronomical observations. If these BHs are primordial, GC
progenitors should be found already at high redshifts z. To
date, the presence or absence of intermediate BHs in GCs
remains an open issue [156].

8. Effect of primordial black holes
on Big Bang nucleosynthesis
and cosmic microwave background

Data on the cosmic abundance of the light elements
deuterium, helium-3, helium-4, and, to some extent, lithium-
7, beryllium, and boron created in the early Universe agree
with the theory of primordial nucleosynthesis with a very
small baryon-to-CMB-photon density ratio bobs �
nB=ng � 6� 10ÿ10. A similar value of b is inferred from the
analysis of angular CMB fluctuations. This value is much
smaller than the values of b in the high-baryon-density
compact objects discussed here.

A natural question arises as to whether the existence of
high-b regions contradicts observations of light element
abundance. Clearly, those high-b bubbles that collapsed into
BHs are not dangerous from this standpoint; however, `not all
are so lucky', and in the sky there should be gas clouds or
stellar-like objects with anomalous chemical abundance. The
yield of light elements in the primordial nucleosynthesis with
b4 bobs was calculated in [51±54], but only for b5 1 due to
numerical difficulties. Nevertheless, it is evident that in
regions with b01, primordial nucleosynthesis does not
terminate at lithium-7 and proceeds until much heavier
elements are created. However, the discovery of such regions
has a low probability because they occupy a minor volume in
theUniverse. In this connection, the search for stars or clouds
overabundant with heavy elements seems to be very interest-
ing.Inparticular,astarolderthantheUniverse(seeSection3.1)
could be such an object created in the early Universe from a
high-baryon-density `bubble', which appears to be older due
to the anomalous chemical composition.

As noted above, the discussedmechanism of high-b object
formation, although not obligatory, leads to a noticeable
amount of antimatter. In this case, stars consisting of anti-
matter could exist even in our Galaxy. Estimates in [118±120]
show that the annihilation of galactic gas on the surface of
antistars gives rise to gamma-radiation that can be registered
if the emitting object is known. Suspicious from this
standpoint are stars with an anomalous chemical composi-
tion, which could be an indication that they consist of anti-
matter.

As we noted above, the baryon-to-photon ratio can be
calculated from the analysis of CMB angular fluctuations,
which yields a result consistent with the value inferred from
observations of light element abundances. The reason for this
coincidence is that the fluctuation spectrum shape is sensitive
to the number of baryons only on very large scales exceeding
� 10 Mpc, while our high-b bubbles have a much smaller
characteristic size and do not affect the form of the CMB

angular fluctuation spectrum. Their role in spectrum forma-
tion is the same as the role of dark matter and does not show
up on small scales.

9. Electromagnetic radiation
from gravitational waves

In addition to the facts discussed in Sections 1±8 that poorly
(if at all) fit the canonical formation theory of galaxies and
SMBHs, there can be other, as yet not discovered phenomena
related to BHs with masses ranging from fractions of M� to
several billion M�. This is quite interesting because such
PBHs apparently could be much more abundant in the
Universe than thought before.

It is now very important to understand whether the
gravitational burst during BH coalescence can be accompa-
nied by electromagnetic radiation. If a tiny fraction of the
powerful gravitational wave pulse can be transformed into
photons, the effect can be very significant. In this respect,
studying the mechanisms of this radiation, in particular, the
conversion of gravitons into photons in an external magnetic
field, is of interest [157±162]. Modern calculations of this
effect are carried out in Refs [163, 164]. However, in all papers
except [165], the conversion of gravitons into photons has
been considered at rather high frequencies exceeding the
plasma frequency of the surrounding medium. The last
condition seems to be obligatory because, as is well known,
photons with frequencies below the plasma frequency cannot
propagate. However, this is not fully the case. A gravitational
wave propagating in any medium with a magnetic field
constantly converts some energy into plasma waves [166],
which can significantly heat the plasma, which in turn can
generate a powerful electromagnetic (radio?) pulse.

The conversion of a plane �� exp �ÿiot� ikx�� gravita-
tional wave into an electromagnetic wave in an external
magnetic field is described by the equations (see, e.g., [163])

�o 2 ÿ k 2� hj�k� � kkAj�k�Bt ; �23�

�o 2 ÿ k 2 ÿm 2�Aj�k� � kkhj�k�Bt ; �24�

where Bt is the external magnetic field component transverse
to the graviton or photon propagation direction (Bt is
assumed to be virtually homogeneous). The spatial index j
determines the polarization state of the graviton or photon,
and hj is the canonically normalized gravitational wave field,
such that the kinetic term in the Lagrangian has the form
�qmhj�2. In other words, hj is related to the metric
gmn � Zmn � ~hmn by a dimensional factor,

hj �
~hj

k
; �25�

with k 2 � 16p=m 2
Pl.

The last term in the left-hand side of (24) is the effective
mass of a photon in the medium, which includes the plasma
frequency and the Heisenberg±Euler correction due to
interaction with the external field:

m 2 � O 2 ÿ 2aCo 2

45p

�
B

Bc

�2

� O 2 ; �26�

where C is a numerical constant of the order of unity,
depending on the relative direction of the magnetic field and
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wave polarization, Bc � m 2
e =e, e

2 � 4pa � 4p=137, and

O 2 � nee
2

me
�27�

is the plasma frequency, where ne is the electron number
density. The contribution of ions is ignored here.

The frequency of gravitational waves detected by LIGO is
small compared to the plasma frequency in the interstellar
medium; therefore, we disregard the second term in (26).
However, for high frequencies and external magnetic fields,
resonant graviton-to-photon conversion is possible, which
significantly enhances the probability of the transformation.

The eigenvalues k for system (23), (24) are

k1 � �o
�������������
1� z 2

q
; k2 � �im

����������������������������������
�1ÿ z 2��1ÿ Z 2�

q
; �28�

where

z 2 � �kB�
2

m 2
5 1 ; Z 2 � o 2

m 2
: �29�

Correspondingly,

A1 � Z zh1 ; h2 � izA2 : �30�

The first solution describes a graviton entering into a
magnetic field and generating some photons, and the second
solution, conversely, describes a photon generating some
gravitons in a magnetic field. In the second case, k2 is purely
imaginary, corresponding to the decay of an electromagnetic
field in plasma when the frequency is below the plasma. In the
first case, k1 is real, and the electromagnetic wave does not
decay and is `happy' to run together with the gravitational
wave, despite the low frequency. The gravitational wave
`pulls' the electromagnetic wave by preventing it from decay-
ing.

The interaction with the medium is described by introduc-
ing the dielectric permeability, which describes the relation
between the wave frequency and its wave vector: k 2 � Eo 2.
For the first solution, k � o plus small corrections of the
order of z 2. However, this is not all, because it is also
necessary to take the imaginary part of E into account,
which appears due to the interaction of the electric field of
photons with electrons in the plasma. This imaginary part
leads to the energy transformation from the electromagnetic
wave into plasma. For a transverse wave, the imaginary part
is calculated, for example, in textbook [167, p. 165]:

Im E �
���
p
2

r
O

okae
�

���
p
2

r
O

o 2ae
; �31�

where ae �
�������������������������
Te=�4pe 2ne�

p
is the Debye length for electrons

and Te is the electron temperature. In the last equality, we
have used Eqn (28), k � k2 � o.

In a collisionless plasma, this absorbed energy can be
transferred from the wave to the plasma and back. However,
accounting for collisions leads to part of the gravitational
wave energy being converted into photons that heat the
plasma, and if the heating turns out to be significant, the
additional electromagnetic radiation from the heated plasma
can be detected.

In the interstellar medium with ne � 0:1 cmÿ3 and a
temperature of 1 eV, the Debye length is ae � 103 cm �

3�10ÿ8 s, and the plasma frequency is O�3�104 sÿ1,
whereas the frequency of the first LIGO event was o �
2000 sÿ1. Hence, Oae � 10ÿ3, and the value o 2Im E � O=ae
significantly exceeds O 2, and therefore the amplitude of the
electromagnetic wave dragged by the gravitational wave is

Aj � oaekB
O

hj : �32�

The frequency of these photons is about 103 Hz, which is
much smaller than the temperature of the interstellar or
intergalactic plasma and even smaller than the CMB
temperature. Therefore, although quite a large amount of
energy can be injected into plasma, plasma heating due to this
additional energy is not effective. However, this is not wholly
true because electrons are accelerated by the electric field of
the wave and thus acquire a high energy. Indeed, electrons in
the electric field E of an electromagnetic wave are accelerated
in accordance with

me�xe � eE � eE0 cos �ot� �33�

and acquire the velocity

Ve � �xe
o
� eE0

meo
; �34�

where o is equal, by an order of magnitude, to the frequency
of the incident gravitational wave. Therefore, the acquitted
kinetic energy of electrons is

Ee � meV
2
e

2
� e 2E 2

0

meo 2
: �35�

The electric field amplitude can be calculated if the ratio of
energy fluxes of the electromagnetic and gravitational waves
is known:

E 2
0 � 8pQrGW �

8pQE tot
GW

4pR 2Dt
; �36�

where E tot
GW is the total energy emitted in the form of

gravitational waves during the binary BH coalescence,
Q � rg=rGW � �oaek=O�2, R is the distance from the BH
source to the cosmic plasma cloud in which the transforma-
tion of the gravitational to electromagnetic wave occurs, and
Dt � 1=o is the duration of the gravitational wave pulse. For
the first LIGO event, E tot

GW � 3M�.
Using these formulas, we can estimate the electric field of

the wave. For example, for o � 2000 sÿ1, O � 2� 104 sÿ1,
ae � 100 cm, we obtain

Ee � 4� 10ÿ22
�

B

1G

�2�
1 yr

R

�2

�eV� : �37�

For the distance R � rg � 107 cm (i.e., for the gravitational
radius of a 30M� BH), we find the energy of electrons to be
Ee � 4B2 [eV] (here, B is expressed in gauss), which means
that the electrons are already relativistic for moderate
magnetic fields B � 103 G. Moreover, electron±positron
pairs can be created in a relativistic plasma. Their presence
significantly changes the plasma frequency and Debye radius
estimates, but the qualitative picture should be the same.

The idea to identify the energy injected into cosmic plasma
by a gravitational wave and re-emitted in the radio band as
fast radio bursts (FRBs) appears to be very interesting. These
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bursts have a huge power and appear in the sky at a rate of
several thousand events per day. To make this possible, the
presence of a very strongly magnetized plasma near coales-
cing BHs is needed. This seems rather improbable, but if the
binary BH itself generates a strong magnetic field, the
probability becomes of the order of unity. A strong and even
superstrong magnetic field could be generated due to
entraining surrounding protons and electrons into circular
motion by the BH binary. If the interaction with the medium
is ignored, nonrelativistic electrons and protons would be
equally entrained into motion by the gravitational field,
which would lead to a difference between their angular
velocities and that of photons. Just as plasma photons
markedly interact with electrons by dragging them, a
difference between angular velocities of electrons and pro-
tons emerges, leading to the appearance of currents and
magnetic field generation. These fields could be as high as
1014ÿ1015 G.

This mechanism is known as the Biermann battery effect
[168]. A similar idea was used to explain the generation of the
large-scale galactic magnetic field in [169, 170]. It was shown
in these papers that for a sufficiently strong field to appear,
the energy density of the radiation `bath' should be very high,
at the limit or even higher than the observed values.
Difficulties with this and other mechanisms of magnetic
field generation around binary BHs are discussed in [166],
which we have closely followed here.

Perhaps the above estimate is too optimistic. In addition,
in this mechanism, it is unclear how to explain repetitive
FRBs unless a cluster of magnetars is present near the BH
coalescence site or there are many coalescing BHs in one site
at one time, which is even more unrealistic.

Independently of the application of this mechanism to
FRBs, it seems interesting to understand whether such a
transformation of gravitational waves into electromagnetic
ones could have caused planetary catastrophes on Earth in
the past and whether it is possible in the future.

Recently, electromagnetic radiation was detected from a
gravitational wave source associated with the coalescence of
two compact objects of 1.5M� each [151], presumably
neutron stars. We note that such radiation was predicted
long before this discovery in [172]. Also, we note that the
mechanism of gravitational wave production from nonsphe-
rical collapses in the Universe was studied in [173].

10. Conclusion

Recent astronomical observations compellingly suggest the
possibility that theUniverse is densely populated by BHswith
masses ranging from a fraction of the solar mass to several
billion M�. The evidence comes from ever-increasing
observations of the early Universe at redshifts of the order
of 10. Already in the process of writing this review, it was
necessary to take new publications of recent months into
account.3 The young Universe turns out to be much more
densely populated than thought quite recently. Especially
impressive is the existence of SMBHswithmasses up to 10 bln
M� and ages less than 0.5 bln years. Their formation
mechanism in the Standard Model is uncertain. The presence

of young luminous galaxies, supernovae, gamma-ray bursts,
and heavy dustiness of the early Universe only aggravates the
problem.

In the modern Universe, we also encounter many similar
problems. It is not easy to create SMBHs in the nuclei of large
galaxies by accretion of the surrounding medium even over
the entire lifetime of the Universe, i.e., 14 bln years, although
this is perhaps easier to do than in 0.5 bln years. But on the
other hand, SMBHs are observed inside some pauper galaxies
and even in almost empty space. Moreover, in the Universe
(in fact, in our close vicinity), there are many invisible solar-
mass objects. Nobody understands how they have appeared
or what they are. Another puzzle is the mass distribution of
BHs observed in ourGalaxy. Their spectrum cuts off at about
7±8 M�, at variance with the standard hypothesis of BH
formation in stellar collapses.

These and other phenomena discussed in this review
cannot be easily (if at all) explained in the framework of
standard cosmology/astrophysics, but they are in perfect
agreement with the hypothesis of the primordial creation of
massive BHs in the very early Universe. Their possible
formation model, first proposed in 1993 and presented in
this review, by adjusting only three free parameters of the log-
normal mass spectrum, describes the observed picture very
well and predicts some new phenomena. In particular, our
hypothesis explains the unusual properties of the LIGO BHs,
describes the observed evolution of GCs and dwarf galaxies,
and predicts the detection rate and frequencies of gravita-
tional waves by the present and future detectors. The broad
mass spectrum of PBHs predicted in [1] offers an intriguing
possibility that all dark matter in the Universe consists of
massive BHs. In the last couple of years, this possibility was
rediscovered and has become quite popular. (See [174] for a
review of dark matter in galaxies and its properties.)

The proposed theory definitely favors the reversed
formation of small and large galaxies, in which first a heavy
seed is formed and then a galaxy is assembled around it. The
recent discovery of a galaxy free of dark matter can evidence
the correctness of this mechanism. That galaxy would be
difficult to form without a seed. Meanwhile, in the usual
scenario, first the galaxy is formed and then the SMBH grows
in its center by accretion of matter.

In addition to the statement that a significant fraction (or
even all) of dark matter could consist of PBHs with masses of
a few solar masses [1, 2], a prominent, possible, but not
obligatory prediction of the model is an abundant number of
compact objects made of antimatter in our very vicinity in the
Galaxy.

Possibly, a conservative explanation of these puzzling
discoveries will be found, but diverse mechanisms will most
likely be invoked to solve different problems, whereas the
PBH concept allows solving all these problems in a unique
and economical way.

Many PBH formation models have been discussed in the
literature (see, e.g., the recent review [135]). For completeness,
we also refer to the relevant papers [175±190], in addition to
those mentioned in Section 6.1. The predictions of these
models are not identical, and there are hopes that in the not
so remote future we can understand exactly whichmechanism
is realized in the Universe.

Acknowledgements
The author deeply acknowledges the referee for the very
useful comments.

3 In particular, when this reviewwas in press, the discovery of a new quasar

with a record high redshift was reported in [192]. It is remarkable that the

matter surrounding this quasar is neutral. This excludes the accretion

mechanism of central BH formation, i.e., the BH should be primordial.

(Note added in proof.)

130 A D Dolgov Physics ±Uspekhi 61 (2)



The study was supported by the Russian Science Founda-
tion grant 16-12-10037.

References

1. Dolgov A, Silk J Phys. Rev. D 47 4244 (1993)

2. Dolgov A D, Kawasaki M, Kevlishvili N Nucl. Phys. B 807 229

(2009)

3. Blinnikov S, Dolgov A, Porayko N K, Postnov K JCAP 2016 036

(2016); arXiv:1611.00541

4. Dolgov A, Postnov K JCAP 2017 036 (2017); arXiv:1702.07621

5. Dolgov A D Phys. Atom. Nucl. 80 987 (2017); arXiv:1605.06749

6. Dolgov A D EPJ Web Conf. 142 01012 (2017); arXiv:1701.05774

7. Postnov K A, in Intern. School of Young ``Astronomers Magneto

Plasmic Processes in Relativistic Astrophysics'', Tarusa, Kaluzhsky

Region, Russia, 12 ± 16 September, 2016, Lecture

8. Dolgov A D Int. J. Mod. Phys. A 31 1645029 (2016)

9. Dolgov A D, in Gravitation, Astrophysics, and Cosmology.

Proc. of the Twelfth Asia-Pacific Intern. Conf., Moscow,

28 June ± 5 July 2015 (Ed. V Melnikov) (Singapore: World

Scientific, 2016) p. 168; arXiv:1508.07398

10. Raffelt G G, Rodejohann W, hep-ph/9912397; in 4th National

Summer School for German-Speaking Graduate Students of Theore-

tical Physics, 31 August ± 11 September 1998, Saalburg, Germany

11. Dolgov A D Phys. Rep. 370 333 (2002)

12. Patrignani C et al. (Particle Data Group)Chinese Phys. C 40 100001

(2016)

13. Ade PAR et al. (Planck Collab.)Astron. Astrophys. 571A16 (2014);

arXiv:1303.5076

14. Freedman W L et al. Astrophys. J. 758 24 (2012)

15. Riess A G, Fliri J, Valls-Gabaud D Astrophys. J. 745 156 (2012)

16. Riess A G et al. Astrophys. J. 826 56 (2016); arXiv:1604.01424

17. Berezhiani Z, Dolgov A D, Tkachev I I Phys. Rev. D 92 061303(R)

(2015)

18. DolgovA,HalenkaV, Tkachev I JCAP 2014 047 (2014); arXiv:1406

.2445

19. Barrow J D, Gibbons G W Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 446 3874

(2015); arXiv:1408.1820

20. Yu H, Wang F Y Eur. Phys. J. C 74 3090 (2014); arXiv:1402.6433

21. Melia F Astron. J. 147 120 (2014); arXiv:1403.0908

22. Melia F, McClintock T M Proc. R. Soc. A 471 20150449 (2015);

arXiv:1511.05494

23. Zheng W et al. Nature 489 406 (2012)

24. Coe D et al. Astrophys. J. 762 32 (2013)

25. Oesch P A et al. Astrophys. J. 819 129 (2016); arXiv:1603.00461

26. Zheng W et al. Astrophys. J. 836 210 (2017); arXiv:1701.08484

27. Tsai C-W et al. Astrophys. J. 805 90 (2015)

28. WallM ``Brightest galaxy in the universe found'', http://www.space.

com/29463-brightest-galaxy-in-universe-found.html

29. Waters D et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. Lett. 461 L51 (2016);

arXiv:1604.00413

30. Genzel R et al. Nature 543 397 (2017); arXiv:1703.04310

31. Matsuoka Y et al. Astrophys. J. 828 26 (2016); arXiv:1603.02281

32. Mortlock D J et al. Nature 474 616 (2011)

33. Wu X-B et al. Nature 518 512 (2015)

34. Lupi A et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 456 2993 (2016);

arXiv:1512.02651

35. Valiante R et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 457 3356 (2016);

arXiv:1601.07915

36. Latif M A, Ferrara A Publ. Astron. Soc. Australia 33 e051 (2016);

arXiv:1605.07391

37. Johnson J L, Haardt F Publ. Astron. Soc. Australia 33 e007 (2016);

arXiv:1601.05473

38. Di Matteo T et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 467 4243 (2017);

arXiv:1606.08871

39. Pezzulli E et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 471 589 (2017);

arXiv:1706.06592

40. Reed S L et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 468 4702 (2017);

arXiv:1701.04852

41. Matsuoka Y et al., arXiv:1704.05854

42. Venemans B P et al. Astrophys. J. 837 146 (2017); arXiv:1702.03852

43. Smidt J et al., arXiv:1703.00449; Astrophys. J., submitted

44. Valiante R et al. Publ. Astron. Soc. Australia 34 e031 (2017);

arXiv:1703.03808

45. Clements D L et al. Proc. Int. Astron. Union 11 (S319) 84 (2015);

arXiv:1511.03060

46. Mattsson L, arXiv:1505.04758; Preprint NORDITA-2015-55

47. Knudsen K K et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 466 138 (2017);

arXiv:1603.03222

48. Asboth V et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 462 1989 (2016);

arXiv:1601.02665

49. Mancini M et al., arXiv:1505.01841

50. Michalowski M J, arXiv:1512.00849

51. Nakamura R et al., arXiv:1007.0466

52. Matsuura S et al. Phys. Rev. D 72 123505 (2005); astroph/0507439

53. Matsuura S et al. Prog. Theor. Phys. 112 971 (2004); astro-ph/

0405459

54. Matsuura S et al. Phys. Rev. D 75 068302 (2007)

55. Matsumoto T et al. Astrophys. J. 823 83 (2016); arXiv:1512.03058

56. Cowan J J et al. Astrophys. J. 572 861 (2002)

57. Kalirai J S Nature 486 90 (2012)

58. Frebel A et al. Astrophys. J. 660 L117 (2007)

59. Bond H E et al. Astrophys. J. Lett. 765 L12 (2013)

60. Dumusque X et al. Astrophys. J. 789 154 (2014)

61. Cherepashchuk A M Phys. Usp. 59 702 (2016); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186

778 (2016)

62. H�aring N, Rix H-W Astrophys. J. Lett. 604 L89 (2004)

63. Sani E et al.Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 413 1479 (2011)

64. van den Bosch R C E et al. Nature 491 729 (2012)

65. Khan FM, Holley-Bockelmann K, Berczik P Astrophys. J. 798 103

(2015); arXiv:1405.6425

66. Strader J et al. Astrophys. J. Lett. 775 L6 (2013)

67. van Loon J Th, SansomAEMon. Not. Astron. Soc. 453 2341 (2015);

arXiv:1508.00698

68. Condon J J et al. Astrophys. J. 834 184 (2017); arXiv:1606.04067

69. van Dokkum P et al. Astrophys. J. Lett. 828 L6 (2016); arXiv:1606.

06291

70. Hennawi J F et al. Science 348 779 (2015)

71. Kim D-C et al. Astrophys. J. 840 71 (2017); arXiv:1704.05549

72. �Ozel F et al. Astrophys. J. 725 1918 (2010); arXiv:006.2834

73. Kreidberg L et al. Astrophys. J. 757 36 (2012); arXiv:1205.1805

74. Farr WM et al. Astrophys. J. 741 103 (2011); arXiv:1011.1459

75. Blinnikov S I, Dolgov A D, Postnov K A Phys. Rev. D 92 023516

(2015)

76. Mao S Res. Astron. Astrophys. 12 947 (2012)

77. Alcock C et al. Astrophys. J. 542 281 (2000)

78. Bennett D P Astrophys. J. 633 906 (2005)

79. Tisserand P et al. Astron. Astrophys. 469 387 (2007)
80. Riffeser A, Seitz S, Bender R Astrophys. J. 684 1093 (2008)

81. Ingrosso G et al Astron. Astrophys. 462 895 (2007)

82. Moniez M Gen. Relat. Grav. 42 2047 (2010); arXiv:1001.2707

83. Novati S C et al.Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 435 1582 (2013)

84. MezcuaM Int. J.Mod. Phys.D 26 1730021 (2017); arXiv:1705.09667

85. Cao Y et al. Astrophys. J. Lett. 775 L7 (2013)

86. Hirai RMon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 469L94 (2017); arXiv:1704.07663

87. Silk J Astrophys. J. Lett. 839 L13 (2017); arXiv:1703.08553

88. Abbott B P et al. (LIGO Scientific Collab. and Virgo Collab.) Phys.

Rev. Lett. 116 061102 (2016)

89. Braginsky VB et al.Phys. Usp. 59 879 (2016);Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186 968

(2016);

90. Khazanov E A Phys. Usp. 59 886 (2016); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186 975

(2016)

91. Cherepashchuk A M Phys. Usp. 59 910 (2016); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186

1001 (2016)

92. Lipunov V M Phys. Usp. 59 918 (2016); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186 1011

(2016)

93. Pustovoit V I Phys. Usp. 59 1034 (2016); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186 1133

(2016)

94. Khalili F Ya Phys. Usp. 59 968 (2016); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 186 1059

(2016)

95. Reitze D H Phys. Usp. 60 823 (2017);Usp. Fiz. Nauk 187 884 (2017)

96. Abbott B P et al. (LIGO Scientific and Virgo Collab.) Phys. Rev.

Lett. 118 221101 (2017)

97. Dolgov A D, in 18th Lomonosov Conf. on Elementary Particle

Physics, Moscow, Russia, 24 ± 30 August, 2017; arXiv:1712.08789

February 2018 Massive and supermassive black holes in the contemporary and early Universe and problems in cosmology and astrophysics 131



98. Dolgov A D Astron. Rep. 61 275 (2017)

99. Postnov K, Kuranov A, arXiv:1706.00369

100. Bambi C et al.Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 399 1347 (2009)

101. Bird S et al. Phys. Rev. Lett. 116 201301 (2016); arXiv:1603.00464

102. SasakiM et al.Phys. Rev. Lett. 117 061101 (2016); arXiv:1603.08338

103. Clesse S, GarcõÂ a-Bellido J Phys. Dark Universe 15 142 (2017);

arXiv:1603.05234

104. SasakiM et al.Phys. Rev. Lett. 117 061101 (2016); arXiv:1603.08338

105. Carr B, K�uhnel F, Sandstad M Phys. Rev. D 94 083504 (2016);

arXiv:1607.06077

106. Clesse S, GarcõÂ a-Bellido J, arXiv:1610.08479

107. GarcõÂ a-Bellido J J. Phys. Conf. Ser. 840 012032 (2017); arXiv:1702.

08275

108. Georg J, Watson S J. High Energ. Phys. 2017 138 (2017);

arXiv:1703.04825

109. Affleck I, Dine M Nucl. Phys. B 249 361 (1985)

110. Sakharov AD JETP Lett. 5 24 (1967); Pis'ma Zh. Eksp. Teor. Fiz. 5

32 (1967)

111. Vilenkin A, Ford L H Phys. Rev. D 26 1231 (1982)

112. Linde A D Phys. Lett. B 116 335 (1982)

113. Starobinsky A A Phys. Lett. B 117 175 (1982)

114. Dolgov A, Pelliccia D N Nucl. Phys. B 734 208 (2006); hep-th/

0502197

115. Starobinsky A A Phys. Lett. B 117 175 (1982)

116. Starobinsky A A, in Field Theory, Quantum Gravity, and Strings.

Proc., Meudon and Paris, France, 1984 ± 1985 (Lecture Notes in

Physics, Vol. 246, Eds H J De Vega, N Sanchez) (New York:

Springer, 1986) p. 107

117. Coleman S, Weinberg E Phys. Rev. D 7 1888 (1973)

118. Bambi C, Dolgov A D Nucl. Phys. B 784 132 (2007); astro-ph/

0702350

119. Dolgov A D, Blinnikov S I Phys. Rev. D 89 021301(R) (2014)

120. Blinnikov S I, Dolgov A D, Postnov K A Phys. Rev. D 92 023516

(2015); arXiv:1409.5736

121. Galaktionov I V Phys. Usp. 60 40 (2017); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 187 45

(2017)

122. Clesse S, GarcõÂ a-Bellido J Phys. Rev. D 92 023524 (2015);

arXiv:1501.07565

123. Green A M Phys. Rev. D 94 063530 (2016); arXiv:1609.01143

124. Zel'dovich Ya B, Novikov I D Sov. Astron. 10 602 (1967); Astron.

Zh. 43 758 (1966)

125. Carr B J, Hawking S WMon. Not. Astron. Soc. 168 399 (1974)

126. Bicknell G V, Henriksen R N Astrophys. J. 219 1043 (1978)

127. Nadezhin D K, Novikov I D, Polnarev A G Sov. Astron. 22 129

(1978); Astron. Zh. 55 216 (1978)

128. Carr B J, Harada T, Maeda H Class. Quantum Grav. 27 183101

(2010)

129. Lora-Clavijo FD,Guzm�an F S, Cruz-Osorio A JCAP 2013 (12) 015

(2013)

130. Harada T, Carr B J Phys. Rev. D 7 104010 (2005)

131. Babichev E, Dokuchaev V, Eroshenko Yu Phys. Rev. Lett. 93

021102 (2004); gr-qc/0402089

132. Babichev E O, Dokuchaev V I, Eroshenko YuN Phys. Usp. 56 1155

(2013); Usp. Fiz. Nauk 183 1257 (2013)

133. Nakama T et al. JCAP 2014 (1) 037 (2014)

134. Rosas-Guevara Y et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 462 190 (2016);

arXiv:1604.00020

135. Carr B, K�uhnel F, Sandstad M Phys. Rev. D 94 083504 (2016);

arXiv:1607.06077

136. Ricotti M, Ostriker J P, Mack K J Astrophys. J. 680 829 (2008)

137. Ali-HaõÈmoud Y, Kamionkowski M Phys. Rev. D 95 043534 (2017);

arXiv:1612.05644

138. Aloni D, Blum K, Flauger R JCAP 2017 (05) 017 (2017);

arXiv:1612.06811

139. Inoue Y, Kusenko A JCAP 2017 (10) 034 (2017); arXiv:1705.00791

140. Peebles P J E, Dicke R H Astophys. J. 154 891 (1968)

141. Moore B Astrophys. J. Lett. 461 L13 (1996)

142. Kruijssen J M DMon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 454 1658 (2015)

143. Rossi L J, Bekki K, Hurley J RMon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 462 2861

(2016)

144. Kiziltan B, Baumgardt H, Loeb A Nature 542 203 (2017)

145. Perera B B P et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 468 2114 (2017);

arXiv:1705.01612

146. Madau P, Rees M J Astrophys. J. Lett. 551 L27 (2001)

147. Portegies Zwart S F et al. Nature 428 724 (2004)

148. Giersz M et al.Memor. Soc. Astron. Italiana 87 555 (2016)

149. L�utzgendorf N, Baumgardt H, Kruijssen J M D Astron. Astrophys.

558 A117 (2013)

150. Kormendy J, Ho L C Annu. Rev. Astron. Astrophys. 51 511 (2013)

151. Kruijssen JMD, L�utzgendorf NMon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 434 L41

(2013)

152. Taylor M A et al. Astrophys. J. 805 65 (2015); arXiv:1503.04198

153. Bovill M S et al. Astrophys. J. 832 88 (2016); arXiv:1608.06957

154. Barkana R, Loeb A Phys. Rep. 349 125 (2001)

155. Renzini A Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 469 L63 (2017);

arXiv:1704.04883

156. de Vita R et al. Mon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 467 4057 (2017);

arXiv:1702.01741

157. Gertsenshtein M E Sov. Phys. JETP 14 84 (1962); Zh. Eksp. Teor.

Fiz. 41 113 (1962)

158. Mitskevich N V Fizicheskie Polya v Obshchei Teorii Otnositel'nosti

(Physical Fields in General Relativity) (Moscow: Nauka, 1969)

159. Boccaletti D at al. Nuovo Cimento B 70 129 (1970)

160. Dubrovich V K Soobshch. Spets. Astrofiz. Observ. (6) 27 (1972)

161. Zel'dovich Ya B Sov. Phys. JETP 38 652 (1974);Zh. Eksp. Teor. Fiz.

65 1311 (1973)

162. Fargion D Grav. Cosmol. 1 301 (1995)

163. Raffelt G, Stodolsky L Phys. Rev. D 37 1237 (1988)

164. Dolgov A D, Ejlli D JCAP 2012 003 (2012); arXiv:1211.0500

165. MarklundM, Brodin G, Dunsby PK SAstrophys. J. 536 875 (2000)

166. Dolgov AD, Postnov K A JCAP (09) 018 (2017); arXiv:1706.05519

167. Lifshitz E M, Pitaevskii L P Physical Kinetics (Oxford: Pergamon

Press, 1981); Translated from Russian: Fizicheskaya Kinetika

(Moscow: Nauka, 1979)

168. Biermann L Z. Naturforsch. A 5 65 (1950)

169. Mishustin I N, Ruzmaikin AA JETP 34 233 (1972);Zh. Eksp. Teor.

Fiz. 61 441 (1972)

170. Berezhiani Z, Dolgov A D, Tkachev I I Eur. Phys. J. C 73 2620

(2013)

171. Abbott B P et al. (LIGO Scientific Collab. and Virgo Collab.) Phys.

Rev. Lett. 119 161101 (2017)

172. Blinnikov S I et al. Sov. Astron. Lett. 10 177 (1984); Pis'ma Astron.

Zh. 10 422 (1984)

173. Bisnovatyi-Kogan G S, Moiseenko S G Phys. Usp. 60 843 (2017);

Usp. Fiz. Nauk 187 906 (2017)

174. Zasov A V et al. Phys. Usp. 60 3 (2017); Usp. Fiz. Nauk187 3 (2017)

175. Hawking SMon. Not. R. Astron. Soc. 152 75 (1971)

176. GarcõÂ a-Bellido J, Linde A, Wands D Phys. Rev. D 54 6040 (1996);

astro-ph/9605094

177. Khlopov M Yu et al., hep-ph/9807343

178. Khlopov M Yu et al. Grav. Cosmol. 2 S1 (1999); hep-ph/9912422

179. Rubin S G, Khlopov M Yu, Sakharov A S Grav. Cosmol. 6 51

(2000); hep-ph/0005271

180. Dokuchaev V I, Eroshenko Yu N, Rubin S G, arXiv:0709.0070

181. Khlopov M Yu Res. Astron. Astrophys. 10 495 (2010); arXiv:0801.

0116

182. Carr B J et al. Phys. Rev. D 81 104019 (2010); arXiv:0912.5297

183. Frampton P H et al. JCAP 2010 (04) 023 (2010); arXiv:1001.2308

184. Kawasaki M, Kusenko A, Yanagida T T Phys. Lett. B 711 1 (2012);

arXiv:1202.3848

185. Kawasaki M et al. Phys. Rev. D 94 083523 (2016); arXiv:1606.07631

186. Deng H, Vilenkin A JCAP 2017 044 (2017); arXiv:1710.02865

187. Cotner E, Kusenko A Phys. Rev. Lett. 119 031103 (2017); arXiv:

1612.02529

188. Inomata K et al. Phys. Rev. D 95 123510 (2017); arXiv:1611.06130

189. Inomata K et al. Phys. Rev. D 96 043504 (2017); arXiv:1701.02544

190. Georg J, Watson S J. High Energ. Phys. 2017 138 (2017);

arXiv:1703.04825

191. Domcke V et al. JCAP 2017 048 (2017); arXiv:1704.03464

192. Ba~nados E et al. Nature 553 473 (2018); arXiv:1712.01860

132 A D Dolgov Physics ±Uspekhi 61 (2)


	1. Introduction
	2. Population of the Universe at redshift z \sim 10
	2.1 Age of the Universe as a function of the redshift
	2.2 Bright galaxies in the early Universe
	2.3 Quasars and supermassive black holes at z \gt  6
	2.4 Dust, supernovae, and gamma-ray bursts

	3. Puzzles of the modern and almost modern Universe
	3.1 Old stars in the Milky Way
	3.2 Supermassive black holes at present
	3.3 Solar-mass black holes
	3.4 MACHO problem
	3.5 Intermediate-mass black holes in the contemporary Universe

	4. Problems with LIGO gravitational-wave sources
	5. Early formation of massive and supermassive black holes and compact star-like objects
	6. Accretion mass growth of primordial black holes
	6.1 Traditional approach
	6.2 Growth of baryon bubbles

	7. Globular clusters
	8. Effect of primordial black holes on Big Bang nucleosynthesis and cosmic microwave background
	9. Electromagnetic radiation from gravitational waves
	10. Conclusion
	 References

