
Abstract. Advances in the field of plasmonics, i.e., nano-
photonics exploiting the optical properties of metal nanostruc-
tures, paved the way for the development of ultrasensitive
devices, including biological and various other sensors whose
operation is based on the nanoscale localization of the electro-
magnetic field. However, the high dissipation loss of metal
nanostructures limits their use in many current applications,
including metasurfaces, metamaterials, and nanowaveguides,
thus requiring the development of new devices that combine
metal nanostructures with highly refractive dielectric nanopar-
ticles. The resulting metal±dielectric (hybrid) nanostructures
have demonstrated many interesting properties from the prac-
tical application standpoint (moderate dissipation loss, reso-
nant magnetooptical response, strong nonlinear optical
properties, etc.), thus placing this field at the vanguard of the
modern science of light. We review the current state of theore-
tical and experimental research into hybrid metal±dielectric
nanoantennas and their derivative nanostructures capable of
selectively scattering light waves, directionally amplifying and
transmitting optical signals, controlling the propagation of such
signals, and generating optical harmonics.

Keywords: nanophotonics, plasmonics, high-index dielectric
nanoparticles, optical magnetic response, hybrid nanostruc-
tures, nanoantennas

1. Introduction

Light manipulation at the nanoscale is a priority research
avenue in photonics and the information industry, as well as
in the life sciences. It has been shown in many laboratories
around the world that the electric and magnetic components
of optical waves can be controlled on the nanoscale by using
resonant nanostructures, which form the basis of modern
nanophotonics and are known as optical nanoantennas [1±12].
They hold great potential for future applications in various
areas: from photovoltaics [13±17] and optical data proces-
sing [2, 5, 18±20] to super-resolution microscopy in biology
[21±25] and the treatment of oncological diseases in
medicine [26±30]. Recent investigations have shown that
nanoantennas allow creating single-photon sources [31±35],
nanolasers [36±40], and efficient converters of optical-range
and near-infrared (IR) radiation into the medium and far-IR
radiation [41, 42].

This broad variety of practical applications of nano-
antennas and nanostructures based on them has been
achieved due to their capability of effectively converting free
propagating waves into localized electric and magnetic fields
and increasing the field strength in subwavelength regions by
many times [43±45]. Moreover, it has been shown that optical
nanoantennas can increase the spontaneous emission rate of
optical radiation from a quantum emitter (Purcell effect) [46±
53] and concentrate and redirect this radiation into a
specified spatial region [54, 55].

Generally, nanoantennas can be separated into several
types depending on the material they are made from and on
the corresponding operation principles:metallic, dielectric, and
metal±dielectric (hybrid). Metallic nanoantennas are often
referred to as plasmonic. This type of nanoantennas is
characterized by a strong localization of the exciting electro-
magnetic field on scales of the order of 100 nm and by large
Purcell factors due to the excitation of a plasmon resonance
[56]. Traditionally, chemically resistant noble metalsÐgold
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or silverÐare used for their fabrication. The dissipative
losses for these materials in the optical range are lowest
among the metals but are still relatively high [57, 58]. On the
one hand, this limits the application of such structures in
systems where an efficient transfer of optical energy is
required; on the other hand, this opens new opportunities
for application in thermoplasmonics and medicine [59].

The plasmonic nanoantenna limitations can be overcome
by using dielectric nanoantennas [60, 61]. Dielectric nanoan-
tennas are fabricated from materials with a high refractive
index and the lowest possible absorption coefficient in the
optical range [62]. An electromagnetic field can freely
penetrate dielectrics; therefore, these structures support both
electric and magnetic Mie resonances [8, 52, 63±79], which
allows nanoantennas to equally interact with the electric and
magnetic components of the wave. Therefore, dielectric
nanoantennas are a viable alternative to plasmonic ones,
which resonantly interact only with the electric component
of light [80]. At the same time, the field localization in
dielectric nanoantennas is not high enough and their Purcell
factor is lower than in plasmonic nanoantennas.

Hybrid nanostructures have been under development over
the last few years. These nanostructures combine the
advantages of dielectric and metallic nanoantennas, effec-
tively transform the incident field into a near field and vice
versa, and control themagnetic component. It has been shown
that such hybrid nanoantennas have many properties that are
interesting for future applications: low thermal losses, an
optical magnetic resonant response, and strong nonlinear
optical effects. These factors pushed developments in this
field to the leading positions in the modern physics of light.

In this review, we focus on the state of the art of
theoretical and experimental research on hybrid metal±
dielectric nanoantennas and nanostructures based on them.
Such structures can selectively scatter light waves, enhance
and transmit optical signals in a specific direction, control the
propagations of such signals, and generate high-order
harmonics. We note that currently there are no reviews on
the topic of hybrid nanophotonics, in either Russian or
international journals, which makes this study an important
contribution to the research area. The review outline is as
follows. In Section 2, we discuss optical properties of
plasmonic and dielectric nanoparticles. In Section 3, we
review achievements in the applications of hybrid nanostruc-
tures for controlling the optical emission of quantum
emitters. In Section 4, we generally introduce the theoretical
aspects of the Purcell effect and discuss the results of
investigations on the influence of hybrid nanostructures on
the spontaneous emission rate of quantum emitters. Finally,
in Section 5 we review nonlinear and tunable hybrid
nanostructures.

2. Optical properties of plasmonic
and dielectric nanoparticles

The optical response of plasmonic (metallic) and dielectric
spherical nanoparticles can be considered using the formalism
based on the exact solution of the corresponding diffraction
problem, first obtained by Gustav Mie in 1908 [63]. Here, we
present several general conclusions that follow from this
theoretical model. The field of a plane wave scattered on a
spherical particle can be written as a sum of partial spherical
waves with coefficients al and bl. Using this approach, we can
obtain expressions for the normalized total scattering cross

section (Qsc), the absorption cross section (Qabs), and the
extinction cross section (Qext) for a spherical particle with
radiusR located inside a nonmagnetic dielectric medium with
the dielectric permittivity e � n 2 [81, 82]:

Qsc � 2

�kR�2
X1
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�2l� 1�ÿjalj2 � jblj2� ;
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X1
l�1
�2l� 1�Re�al � bl� ; �1�

Qabs � Qext ÿQsc ;

where the electric (al) and magnetic (bl) scattering amplitudes
for a nonmagnetic material with the dielectric permittivity
e � n 2 (n is the refractive index of the nanoparticle) are
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Jl�1=2�x� and Nl�1=2�x� are the Bessel and Neumann func-
tions, and the prime stands for the derivative with respect to
the corresponding argument.

Using expressions (1)±(4), we compare the scattering and
absorption cross sections for a plasmonic and a high-
refractive-index nanoparticle. As the plasmonic nanoparti-
cle material, we choose silver (Ag), which has the lowest
losses in the optical spectrum among all noble metals [83].
For the dielectric nanoparticle, we use single-crystal silicon
(c-Si), which also has the best characteristics in the optical
range [62, 84] among all available dielectric materials.

The calculation results are shown in Fig. 1a, c, where the
full normalized scattering cross sections (Qsc) of a silver
nanoparticle (a) and a silicon nanoparticle (c) are plotted
versus the particle radius and the wavelength. It is clear that
the silver nanoparticle supports only electric-type reso-
nances, including the electric dipole (ed), electric quadru-
pole (eq), and electric octupole (eo) resonances. White
dashed lines schematically show the change in the positions
of these resonances as the radius increases. On the other
hand, the spectrum of the resonant modes of a dielectric
nanoparticle is much wider and includes the magnetic dipole
moment (md), which is fundamental in this case, together
with the magnetic quadrupole moment (mq) and high-order
moments. Figure 1b, d demonstrates the calculation results
for normalized absorption cross sections of a silver
nanoparticle (b) and a silicon nanoparticle (d) versus their
radius and the wavelength. Comparing these results shows
that the silicon nanoparticle has much lower dissipative
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losses in the whole range of the parameter values. More-
over, the dissipative losses of a silicon nanoparticle rapidly
decrease as the wavelength decreases, because this material
has low losses far from the main absorption line. Impor-
tantly, gold nanoparticles have even higher dissipative
losses.

This means that plasmonic and dielectric nanostructures
have both advantages and disadvantages. The disadvantage
of plasmonic nanostructures is the high dissipative losses and,
consequently, low destruction thresholds. The disadvantage
of dielectric nanostructures with Mie resonances is their low
local field enhancement factor. Moreover, in dielectric
nanoparticles, the field is enhanced mostly inside the
particles, which makes it difficult to use them for Raman
spectroscopy and biological sensors. This was the reason for
the development of hybrid metal±dielectric nanostructures,
which would combine the advantages of metal and dielectric
nanoantennas (Fig. 2a) and effectively perform direct and
inverse transformations between the incident field and the
local field, also controlling the magnetic component of light.
Currently, such hybrid nanostructures are used for linear
control of radiation in the far field (Fig. 2b), for control of the
decay rate of the excited state in a quantum emitter (Fig. 2c),
for nonlinear control of light scattering using light (Fig. 2d),
and for the generation of new optical harmonics (Fig. 2e).
These applications of hybrid nanostructures are discussed in
detail in the following sections.

It follows from the foregoing that hybrid nanoparticles
have a larger variety of resonant modes. Studies of the
mode spectrum of hybrid nanostructures of various shapes
(including nontrivial ones) are performed by multipole
expansion of the near and far fields calculated using
various methods [85, 86]. One of these methods is based
on the spherical function (Ylm) expansion of the scattered
electric field Esc projected on a spherical surface surround-
ing the hybrid nanostructure [87, 88]. The multipole
coefficients aE and aM are then calculated as
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where R is the nanoparticle radius, k the wave number, h
�1�
l

the Hankel function, E0 the incident wave amplitude,Ylm and
Xlm are the scalar and vector spherical functions, r is the
radius vector, and y and j are spherical coordinates.
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Figure 1. Optical properties of a plasmonic (Ag) and dielectric (Si) nanoparticle in free space. Full normalized scattering cross section of a (a) silver and

(c) silicon nanoparticle versus the radius and the wavelength. Normalized absorption cross section of a (b) silver and (d) silicon nanoparticle versus the

radius and the wavelength. Schematic illustrations show the fundamental modes of a plasmonic nanoparticle (plasmon dipole moment) and a dielectric

nanoparticle (Mie magnetic moment).
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A typical example of a hybrid nanoparticle is a combined
system of dielectric and plasmonic nanoparticles of different
shapes. For example, the authors of [87] studied a hybrid
nanoparticle consisting of a silicon nanocone and a gold
nanodisk placed on the smaller base of the nanocone (Fig. 3).
It was shown that the laser heating of the gold nanoparticle
allows controllably changing its shape from a nanodisk
(Fig. 3b) to a nanocup (Fig. 3c) and a nanosphere (Fig. 3d).
Examples of the multipole expansion of near fields are shown
for a silicon nanocone and a hybrid nanoparticle in Fig. 3a
and Fig. 3b±d. In this case, the multipole expansions allow
estimating the contributions from different multipoles (md,
ed, eq) to the scattering spectrum and determining the type of
each resonance.

An analysis of optical resonances in hybrid nanoantennas
shows that such nanoantennas support electric and magnetic
resonances of the dielectric part and the localized surface
plasmon resonance of the metallic part, while the spectral
position of the latter can be changed using laser ablation. The
overlapping of the magnetic dipole mode of a dielectric
nanoparticle with the plasmonic mode of the metal nanopar-
ticle leads to the hybridization and results in the formation of
an additional electric quadrupole response of the system. The
near-field distributions in the corresponding resonances are
shown in insets A±H in Fig. 3. It is seen that the modification
of the gold nanoparticle leads to a change in both the spectral
properties of scattered light and the near-field distribution.

In the next sections, we systematically discuss various
application fields of hybrid nanostructures. At the end, we
draw conclusions from this review andmake a forecast on the
future development of this fascinating and promising field of
modern science dealing with light±matter coupling on the
nanoscale.
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3. Hybrid nanostructures for controlling
radiation properties

Hybrid metal±dielectric nanostructures with dielectric and
metal components open new possibilities for the design of
devices with specified scattering properties and directional
pattern of radiation. The coupling of the plasmon resonance
and the Mie resonances of a dielectric nanoparticle gives rise
to a unique mode structure and creates scattering channels
each of which is characterized by its own directional pattern
and spectral range. This allows spatially separating the
incoming optical signals at different frequencies and concen-
trating and directing the radiation from the quantum emitter
to a given far-field region. These properties of hybrid
nanoantennas can be used to build Huygens sources [89],
superscatterers of incident radiation [90], superlenses [91],
sensors [92, 93], and optical routers [94].

Nanoantennas and nanostructures operating as optical-
signal receivers and routers play the key role in all-optical
data processing [2, 95±97]. On the one hand, these devices
require quite strong signal amplification and focusing; on the
other hand, they need spatial and spectral filtering of the
signal. Hybrid nanoantennas can combine these properties:
the metallic part of a hybrid nanoantenna localizes the optical
signal energy at the subwavelength scale due to surface
plasmon excitations [98, 99], while the dielectric part
directionally scatters the incident light waves [100].

Figure 4a shows a hybrid metal±dielectric nanoantenna
consisting of a gold nanorod and a silicon nanosphere on top
of it [101]. The gold nanorod supports two fundamental
modes: a longitudinal mode and a plasmonic mode localized
in the gap between the rod and the sphere. The nature of these
two modes is purely electric, while the silicon nanosphere
supports both electric and magnetic modes. Because the
distance between these nanoparticles is much smaller than
the wavelength in the optical range, the induced electric and
magnetic dipoles are coupled. This leads to the hybridization

of the nanorod plasmon mode localized in the gap with the
magnetic and electric modes of the nanosphere. The hybrid
modes shift toward the lower-frequency part of the spectrum
(Fig. 4b). At the same time, the longitudinal plasmon mode
remains unchanged, because its excitation depends only on
the aspect ratio of the refractive indices of the nanorod and
the ambient medium. This means that the hybrid nanostruc-
ture has four scattering channels, each corresponding to the
resonant frequency of the mode. Further investigations
should focus on the increase in mode quality factors in this
system, which would improve the selectivity of spectrally
dense optical signals and would allow using this system in
photonic integrated circuits.

A dimer hybrid nanostructure that spatially separates
optical signals in the near-IR range is shown in Fig. 4c [94].
This nanostructure consists of two hybrid disks with a silicon
bottom, silver top, and intermediate aluminum oxide (Al2O3)
layer. Unlike the nanorod±sphere system with predominantly
dipole resonances considered above, these disks support so-
called whispering gallery modes in the operating wavelength
range. These modes are mainly localized inside the Al2O3

layer and are enhanced due to field localization by silver and
silicon parts of the nanoantenna. Strong coupling between the
disks in the dimer nanostructure leads to splitting of the
whispering gallery mode into two pairs. One pair corresponds
to the symmetric distribution of the mode maxima and
minima inside the disks with respect to the dimer symmetry
plane (see insets in Fig. 4d). The second pair corresponds to
the antisymmetric field distribution. Interference between the
modes at different wavelengths provides different directional
patterns in the far field, which can be used for spatial
separation of the signals (Fig. 4d). Due to the high quality
factor of the whispering gallery modes, such a nanostructure
has high frequency selectivity in a narrow wavelength range,
which makes these hybrid dimers a good solution for signal
separation in dense wavelength division multiplexing
(DWDM) systems.

In some practical applications like optical information
processing [31, 54, 102], directional excitation of waveguide
modes [103], and photovoltaics [104], the unidirectional
scattering of the incident radiation is very important. It is
difficult to implement this property in fully dielectric or
metallic nanostructures without using specially designed
reflectors [105±108] or a complicated device like a Yagi±Uda
antenna. This is because standard nanostructures have only
one type of multipole resonance dominating at a specific
wavelength. Because the directional pattern of a multipole is
symmetric, it has at least two maxima, as in the case of a
dipole in the E-plane. Therefore, these structures scatter both
forward and backward. However, combining, for example,
magnetic and electric dipole resonances in a hybrid core±shell
nanoparticle (Fig. 5a) allows arranging their constructive
interference in the forward direction and destructive inter-
ference in the backward direction [90, 109]. Moreover, the
appearance of additional maxima in the directional pattern
has been shown in compound structures (oligomers of core±
shell nanoparticles), which leads to optical signal branching
(Fig. 5b).

The authors of [110] studied asymmetric hybrid dimer
nanostructures consisting of spherical gold and silicon
nanoparticles (Fig. 5c) known as Janus dimers. Similarly to
the core±shell nanoantenna considered above, the suppres-
sion of the backscattering lobe of the directional pattern is
achieved by destructive interference between the optical
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waves scattered on the magnetic dipole moment of the
dielectric nanosphere and the waves scattered on the electric
dipole moment of the metal nanosphere. Due to the relatively
narrow spectral width of the magnetic dipole mode, the
unidirectional scattering has a narrow band character. More-
over, the field in the dimer gap is strongly enhanced, which
can be used to induce energy transitions in fluorescent
molecules and other quantum emitters. It was shown that
the unidirectional scattering is enhanced for chains consisting
of a large number of Janus dimers. This is explained by the
fact that the additional interference of waves scattered on the
neighboring dimers suppresses the side- and back-scattering
and enhances radiation in the forward direction. Mode
structure studies of such dimers using the generalized
dipole±dipole interaction model, as well as coupling with
quantum emitters, are discussed in detail in [111].

The efficient transformation of a freely propagating
optical wave into a unidirectional waveguide mode is an
important problem for all-optical data transfer between two
logical elements. Many various devices have been suggested
as the solution to this problem (including optical nanoanten-
nas) based on a plasmonic waveguide [2, 5, 112, 113], which
can localize light at subwavelength scales and transmit it over

micrometer distances with reasonable damping. Nanoanten-
nas that unidirectionally launch a surface plasmon should
provide the phase matching condition between the exciting
light wave and the waveguide mode, as well as manyfold
enhancement and concentration of the wave in a given
direction. Figure 6a shows a metal±dielectric nanoantenna
based on a silicon nanoparticle located above a silver film
surface [114]. A TM-polarized optical wave incident on the
structure at a grazing angle induces hybrid modes in the gap
between the nanoparticle and the film, with the quality factor
reaching 103. This results in a huge enhancement of the
electric field strength (up to a 60-fold increase) with respect
to the incident wave strength (Fig. 6b). At the same time, the
hybrid mode supplies the energy to the plasmonic waveguide
and transforms into a predominantly unidirectional surface
plasmon±polariton (Fig. 6c).

4. Hybrid nanostructures for controlling
near-field characteristics

Light energy localization in a near field and the correspond-
ing effects, such as quantum emitter efficiency enhancement
[102], photoluminescence enhancement [115], and the Purcell
effect [56], are the most important properties of metallic
nanoantennas. These effects are caused by the excitation of
surface plasmons in nanoparticles, which, on the one hand,
concentrate the incident electromagnetic field on the metal
surface and, on the other hand, accumulate and reemit the
energy of a quantum emitter located near the nanoantenna. In
what follows, we discuss the general theory of the Purcell
effect, which amounts to a change in the spontaneous
emission rate of a quantum emitter due to its coupling to a
nearby nanoantenna.

At the same time, dielectric nanoantennas, which have
high directionality of radiation and small dissipative losses,
cannot provide the same light localization efficiency as those
for metal nanoantennas. Therefore, a new approach is being
developed in fields such as surface-enhanced Raman spectro-
scopy (SERS), photoluminescence spectroscopy, and all-
optical data processing. The new method is based on
combining dielectric components fabricated from semicon-
ductors with a high refractive index and low absorption
coefficient and metallic components into a single hybrid
nanostructure. This approach provided solutions to a
number of problems starting with control over the sponta-
neous emission of a quantum emitter [116] and the develop-
ment of efficient devices transforming the excited level energy
into an optical signal [117] for applications in photonic
calculations, and ending with the local excitation [118] of
fluorescent tags for super-resolution microscopy and optical
energy concentration in various systems [119±121], including
solar cells [118].

4.1 General theory of the Purcell effect
Asmentioned above, the Purcell effect is one of the key effects
in quantum optics and nanophotonics. Large Purcell effects
are usually observed when the source is placed inside
microcavities [122±124], hotspots of resonant nanoantennas
[9, 53, 125±133], photonic crystals [134±140], or metamater-
ials [49, 130, 141±145]. The spontaneous emission rate is
usually measured in the optical range by recording the
temporary photoluminescence signal from the source under
pulsed excitation [146±148]. In contrast, for the microwave
and terahertz range, the Purcell effect can be observed as an
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increase in the power emitted by the antenna in the stationary
regime [48]. From the practical standpoint, the increased
spontaneous emission rate can be used in lasers, single-
photon sources, fluorescence microscopy, biological investi-
gations, and spectroscopy. There are several detailed reviews
[48, 53, 142, 149] and books [150] on the Purcell effect and
spontaneous emission modification, and we therefore discuss
only the fundamental aspects that are needed to understand
further considerations.

Until recently, the research on the Purcell effect was
focused on the spontaneous emission rate of electric dipole
transitions because the electric dipole transitions are usually
much stronger than the magnetic ones in quantum emitters.
For the same reason, the magnetic permeability of most
materials is 1 in the optical range. Therefore, the magnetic
response of emitters is muchmore difficult to control than the
electric one. However, there are a number of quantum
emitters, like rare-earth ions or semiconducting quantum
dots, with magnetic transitions comparable to or even higher
than the electric ones [151±155]. A broad overview of possible
emitters with dominating magnetic transitions is given in [53].

The simplest model of quantum sources that describes
most of the properties of real quantum optical emitters is the
two-level system with the ground state jgi, the excited state
jei, and the energy difference �ho0. Transition processes are
characterized by the dipole matrix element deg � hejqrjgi. The
main property of this system is that the relaxation of the
excited state to the ground state is accompanied by the
emission of a photon with the energy �ho0. To calculate such
processes, we need to take the two-level system interaction
with the state continuum of the free space into account. These
calculations were performed by Weisskopf and Winger
in [156]. They showed that the excited state of the two-level
system located in free space decays at the rate

g0 �
o 3

0

3p�he0c 3
jdegj2 ; �7�

where e0 is the dielectric permeability of the vacuum. When
the two-level system is placed in a medium, the spontaneous
emission rate changes. Here and hereafter, we use the
International System of Units because it is most often used
in this field. In order to change to the CGS system, e0 should
just be replaced with 1=�4p�.

By using the Fermi golden rule, the decay rate can be
rewritten as

g � po0

�he0
jdegj2 rn�r0;o0� ; �8�

where rn�r0;o0� is the local density of states of the electro-
magnetic field at the system position r0:

rn�r0;o0� �
X
k

�
n ek�r0� 
 e �k �r0� n

�
d�ok ÿ o0� ; �9�

where the sum is taken over all eigenmodes of the system ek
with eigenfrequencies ok. The eigenstates ek are solutions of
the homogeneous wave equation and are normalized by the
condition

�
V e�r� ei�r� ej�r� d3r � di j, where e�r� is the dielec-

tric permittivity of the medium. The unit vector n is oriented
in the direction of the dipole moment deg. By changing the
local density of states, we can significantly modify the
spontaneous emission rate.

Expression (8) gives the correct emission rate in the case of
the weak-coupling regime, when the coupling constant
between the emitter and the electromagnetic states is less

than the decay rate of the latter. This regime corresponds to
theMarkovian dynamics, when the system has no memory of
its time evolution and decays exponentially. In the opposite
case, strong coupling between the emitter and the electro-
magnetic states leads to non-Markovian dynamics, and
Eqn (8) cannot be used to calculate the emission rate. In this
regime, the source may not decay exponentially and can
undergo Rabi oscillations between the states [157±159].

The electromagnetic local density of states in Eqn (9) can
be calculated by using the dyadic tensor of the electric source
Green's function, which can be expressed in terms of the
eigenstates (eigenmodes) of the system [160]. For a cavity with
zero losses, the dyadic Green's function has the form

G�r; r 0;o� �
X
k

c 2
e �k �r� 
 ek�r 0�

o 2
k ÿ o 2

0

; �10�

whereG�r; r 0;o� is the tensor Green's function, defined as the
solution of the inhomogeneous wave equation

HH�HH�G�r; r 0;o� ÿ e�r� o
2
0

c 2
G�r; r 0;o� � Id�rÿ r 0� ; �11�

where I is the unit tensor. The eigenstates in (9) can be used to
express the local density of states as

rn�r0;o0� � 2o0

pc 2
n ImG�r0; r0;o0� n : �12�

Relation (12) implies an expression for the spontaneous
emission rate

g � 2o 2
0

�he0c 2
jdegj2 n ImG�r0; r0;o0� n : �13�

A convenient variable for describing the spontaneous
emission rate variations is the dimensionless quantity known
as the Purcell factor FP. It is defined as the ratio between the
emission rate g of a two-level system located in an inhomoge-
neous medium (for example, near a nanoantenna) and in free
space, g0:

FP � g
g0
� 6pc

o0
n ImG�r0; r0;o0� n : �14�

We note that in the weak coupling regime, FP is independent
of the two-level system dipole moment and is determined only
by the electromagnetic properties of the ambient medium.

For open systems or in the case of nonzero losses,
expression (10) cannot be used because the set of eigenstates
ek is not defined. However, the Green's function method used
in Eqn (14) gives the correct result for the emission rate if the
source with an electric dipole transition is located inside an
open cavity.

Expression (14) gives the quantum source emission rate if
a classical characteristic, the tensor Green's function, is
known. Moreover, this expression can also be used for
interpreting the Purcell effect in the classical case. The
increase in the emission rate can be represented as an increase
in the work performed by the electric field. The work
performed by the electric field of an oscillating dipole
d exp �ÿio0t� is

P � o0

2
Im
�
dE�r0�

� � m0
o 3

0

2
jdj2n ImG�r0; r0;o0� n ;

�15�
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where m0 is themagnetic constant. After dividing this quantity
by the power emitted by the same source into free space,

P0 � o 4
0

12pe0c 3
jdj2 ;

we obtain an expression identical to (14).
The full decay rate g in Eqn (13) includes two terms:

radiative and nonradiative contributions. In most practical
cases, the increase in the radiative power of the source in the
far field is of greater interest. The radiative Purcell factor is
then defined as F

�r�
P � gr=g0, where gr is the radiative decay

rate, which can be calculated by integrating the Poynting
vector over the surface surrounding the source and the
inhomogeneous environment. To describe the part of the
energy emitted in the form of photons, the quantity known as
the quantum yield is used, which is defined as

Z0 �
gr

gr � gnr � gint
; �16�

where gnr is the nonradiative decay rate corresponding to the
electromagnetic losses of the medium and gint is the intrinsic
nonradiative decay rate that exists even when the environ-
ment is homogeneous (in free space). The quantum yield
describes the part of the energy that is emitted by an isolated
two-level system. When the system is located inside some
medium, the expression for the quantum yield takes the form

Z � F
�r�
P

Z0FP � �1ÿ Z0�
: �17�

Expression (14) for the Purcell factor can be simplified if
the leading contribution to the tensor Green's function is
given by only one mode. In this special case, we can use the
single-mode approximation, wherein the tensor Green's
function is expressed as

G�r; r 0;o� � c 2
e �k �r� 
 ek�r 0�

o 2
k ÿ o 2

0 ÿ 2igko
; �18�

where gk is the pump rate for the corresponding eigenmode
ek�r�. Assuming the source rate to be the same as the cavity
mode frequency and the source to be parallel to the emitted
field, we derive thewell-known expression for the single-mode
Purcell factor

FP � 3

4p2
l 3 Q

V
; �19�

where Q � ok=2gk is the mode quality factor, l is the
wavelength in the vacuum, and V is the effective mode
volume, which can be expressed in the low-loss approxima-
tion as [161, 162]

V �
�
e�r�jE�r�j2 dV

max
ÿ
e�r�jE�r�j2� : �20�

Usually, the effective mode volume is much smaller than the
real volume of the cavity. For example, plasmonic nanocav-
ities can support modes with extremely small volumes down
to l 3=104 [163]. We note that expression (20) is not always
applicable to real optical cavities with losses, especially to
plasmonic nanoparticles, because these have high dissipa-
tive losses [164]. Therefore, the single-mode approximation
does not give the correct result for some systems, for

example, those located near plasmonic nanoparticles. This
problem is discussed in a number of papers [52, 163±168].
Notably, a detailed analysis of the effective mode volume in
plasmonic nanocavities was performed in [163], where it was
shown that the so-called complex mode volume has to be
introduced.

We note that the resonant states are not normalized in the
traditional sense, which places some restrictions on expres-
sion (20). This is because the field of the resonant electro-
magnetic eigenstates of an open cavity diverges exponentially
with the distance from the system. The resonant state
normalization problem has been studied and eventually
solved by many authors, starting with the works by
Zel'dovich [169]. This was also achieved recently in electro-
dynamics in [170, 171].

4.2 Hybrid nanostructures for controlling
near-field characteristics
The simplest realization of the hybrid nanoantenna concept
consists of a gold nanosphere and a planar dielectric antenna,
as shown in Fig. 7a. The quantum emitter in this configura-
tion is placed inside the surface layer of the dielectric
nanoantenna, which performs two functions. First, it
increases the spontaneous emission rate of the source by a
factor of n (n is the dielectric refractive index) [116, 172].
Second, the dielectric nanoantenna localizes the field of the
surface plasmon supported by the gold nanoparticle in the
gap between the two elements, which additionally increases
the Purcell factor. This system serves as an emitting
nanoantenna, with the metallic nanoparticle playing the role
of a standard radio-antenna director and the planar dielectric
part the role of the guiding element (reflector).

The hybrid nanoantenna shown in Fig. 7b has a better
design, which results not only in a greater Purcell factor but
also in the possibility of concentrating and transmitting
radiation in a specified direction using a dielectric (Si)
nanoparticle [89, 173, 174]. The optical elements of the
antenna are a silicon disk and a gold nanorod located above
the disk at an optimal distance and oriented parallel to its
surface. To fix the nanorod at a certain height, the free space is
filled with glass. The metallic nanorod in this structure plays
the role of an optical signal amplifier and increases the
spontaneous emission rate of the quantum source (indicated
by a red arrow) by transforming the energy of its excited state
into a surface plasmon. The plasmon then reemits optical
waves and pumps the electric quadrupole mode of the silicon
nanodisk with unidirectional emission. As a result, the output
signal is greatly increased and concentrated in one direction.
Such a hybrid nanoantenna is fabricated by two-stage
electron-beam lithography, where first the silicon nanodisk
is formed on the substrate, then the glass layer is applied to the
structure, and finally the metallic nanorod is spin-coated on
the glass [173].

Together with metallic nanoantennas, microcavities are
often used in order to increase the coupling between the light
wave and the quantum emitter due to a high Purcell effect in
such structures. Dielectric disk cavities provide high Purcell
factors due to both the high quality factorQ of the whispering
gallery modes excited in them and the large mode volume V.
To achieve a higher Purcell factor, a disk microcavity and a
metallic nanoantenna with a small V were combined into one
hybrid system, as we have mentioned above (Fig. 7c) [117].
The operation principle and the design are similar to those of
the device considered above: a gold ellipsoidal nanorod is
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located above a microscale dielectric disk made from silicon
nitride (Si3N4) with n � 1:997 and the quantum emitter is
placed near one of the nanorod ends. The coupling between
the localized plasmon mode of the metallic nanoantenna and
the high-quality whispering gallery mode leads to the
emission enhancement by a factor of more than 1000.

The concept of a `bowtie' hybrid metal±dielectric antenna
was suggested theoretically in [175] (Fig. 8a). This nano-
antenna is a conventional bowtie plasmonic nanoantenna
with diamond tips containing nitrogen vacancy centers (NV
centers) [176, 177]. The NV centers in diamond are promising
candidates for the role of quantum emitters because their
energy spectrum is quite simple and the electron spins of the
centers can be manipulated by microwave radiation [178],
which, in turn, provides control over the absorption and
luminescence spectra. The authors of [175] have shown that
the mode volume in such nanoantennas is very small and the
electric field is concentrated in the center of the bowtie
(Fig. 8b), where the NV centers are located. This increases
the Purcell factor to values of the order of 110 and also
increases the collection efficiency of the emitted photons by a
factor of 1.77.

Among various resonant optical phenomena in strongly
coupled ensembles of nanostructures, of particular interest is
the Fano resonance, first suggested by Fano in 1961 [179] to
describe a strongly pronounced asymmetry of absorption
lines in noble-gas spectra. Later, these considerations were
extended to other physical systems, including optical nano-
structures [81, 180±187]. In particular, it was shown that in
optics this phenomenon leads to narrow features in the
scattering, reflection, or absorption spectra, which is of
fundamental importance for chemical and biological sen-
sors. Usually, Fano resonance appears in structures due to
the interference of two modes, one of which is wide and
nonresonant and the other is narrow and resonant [68, 179,
181, 183, 187±193]. This can also result in antiphase
oscillations of modes excited in the nanostructures with the
corresponding suppression of energy reemission into the far
field and the formation of the so-called Fano minimum in the
spectrum.

Figure 8c illustrates a hybrid nanoantenna consisting of a
silicon spherical particle placed inside a gold ring. The whole
structure has a subwavelength size. The structural feature of
this nanoantenna is the existence of a gap between the inner
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walls of the ring and the sphere. Due to low-quality plasmonic
resonances, the gold ring provides optical response in a broad
wavelength range. At the same time, the magnetic-dipole Mie
resonance of a silicon sphere is relatively narrow. Strong
coupling between the magnetic dipole and plasmon modes
leads to the emergence of a magneto±electric Fano resonance
with strong enhancement of both electric and magnetic fields
in the gap between the ring and the sphere (Fig. 8d). Such
enhancement can be used to increase the photoluminescence
power of quantum emitters with either electric or magnetic
transitions [53].

For applications in optoelectronics and especially in
photodetection, all-optical modulation, and photovoltaics,
one often needs to achieve high absorption in the near-surface
region of a semiconducting substrate. Surface nanostructur-
ing or implementation of semiconducting nanoinclusions and
nanoantennas cannot always provide sufficient absorption of
the optical radiation due to low field localization in the bulk
of the semiconductor. This problem can be solved by using
surface plasmon resonances of metallic nanostructures
because, as was repeatedly noted above, they enhance the
optical field near the metallic surface by an order of
magnitude.

The use of metallic coatings, along with one-dimensional
semiconductor gratings (Fig. 9a) and nanoantennas (Fig. 9b,
gave birth to a new type of metasurface formed by metal±
dielectric nanostructures, which fully absorb the incident
optical radiation (so-called perfect absorbers) [194, 195].
Active semiconducting components with Mie resonances
typical of dielectric nanoparticles (in this case, electric dipole
ones) absorb the light energy, which results in the formation
of a large number of electron±hole pairs inside the semicon-
ductor. In turn, the metallic coatings provide field localiza-
tion and enhancement inside the semiconducting components
due to dipole-type plasmon resonances (Fig. 9c, d). More-
over, nonradiative losses in the metal result in the injection of
`hot' electrons through the metal±semiconductor interface

into the semiconductor conduction band, which forms an
additional photocurrent. The last process also occurs for
photon energies lower than the semiconductor bandgap,
which is especially important for the development of broad-
band photodetectors.

Both nanostructures shown in Fig. 9a, b have their
advantages and disadvantages. The one-dimensional grating
can absorb up to 95% of the incident radiation in the near-IR
range but is highly sensitive to the polarization of the
radiation. On the other hand, the two-dimensional grating
or the metasurface formed by hybrid nanoantennas has a
low absorption coefficient (80±90%), but no polarization
dependence. Such structures are fabricated in two steps.
First, electron-beam lithography and reactive ion etching
are used to form semiconductor gratings. Then, a 15 nm
gold layer is deposited on top of the 1 nm titan layer for
greater adhesion.

The metal±semiconductor nanostructured surfaces are
promising candidates for solar-cell coatings because their
large absorption can lead to an increase in the internal
quantum efficiency. The maximal efficiency of optical
energy to photocurrent conversion should be equal to the
absorption coefficient of the structure. However, the process
of photoinduced charge carrier collection by the electrodes is
inefficient, and the overall efficiency of the solar cell
considerably decreases. A possible solution to this problem
was suggested in [196]. The idea is to replace the surface
photoelectric elements with hybrid core±shell nanorods
formed by metallic (e.g., silver) electrodes covered with a
semiconducting layer (Fig. 10a). Due to the small thickness
of the semiconducting coating and the existence of two
interfaces, semiconductor±air and metal±semiconductor,
the polarization-dependent Mie resonances typical of dielec-
tric wires and rods degenerate into polarization-independent
Fabry±Perot resonances, which, as is clearly seen from the
field distributions in Fig. 10b, c, can be interpreted as the
magnetic (TE01) and electric (TE11) dipole resonances. The
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Figure 9. Schematic and scanning electron microscopy images of (a) a one-dimensional grating and (b) a metasurface formed by hybrid nanoantennas.

(c) Electric field distributions in the structural unit of a one-dimensional grating, and (d) a hybrid nanoantenna [194, 195].
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possibility of flexibly tuning these resonances provides
broadband enhancement of the absorption efficiency in the
optical range, reaching values of 1.9.

5. Nonlinear and tunable hybrid nanoantennas

High-order harmonic generation has broad application
prospects in visualization of biological molecules [197, 198]
and inner cell processes [199, 200] because it allows pumping

photoluminescent dyes at near-IR frequencies in the
transparency window of the cell walls. This kind of
application requires nanoparticles that efficiently transform
the optical signal at the fundamental frequency into signals
at doubled or tripled frequency; these nanoparticles must be
placed inside or close to the investigated object. Materials
that can generate a second harmonic include nonlinear
dielectric crystals with a noncentrosymmetric crystal lattice
(LiNbO3, ZnS; and others). Because the conversion effi-
ciency depends on the length of the optical path inside the
crystal, the nanoparticles cannot provide high-efficiency
generation due to their small dimensions, which signifi-
cantly lowers the signal level and therefore decreases the
probability of interaction with dye molecules. Therefore,
new approaches are being developed in order to increase the
conversion efficiency. One such approach consists in placing
resonant nanoantennas near the nonlinear particles or in
implementing nanostructured elements directly inside the
particle.

Figure 11a shows a hybrid metal±dielectric nanoantenna
consisting of an orthogonally oriented gold dipole antenna
and a dielectric (ZnS) dipole antenna, together with a ZnS
nanoparticle, which are responsible for the optical signal
conversion into the second harmonic [201]. This nano-
antenna is fabricated in two steps. First, electron-beam
lithography is used to form gold dipoles and special
positioning tags. At the second step, these tags are detected
and electron-beam lithography is used to form ZnS dipoles at
their positions. The gold dipole localizes the external light
field in the gap, and the field enhancement is maximal when
the electric field vector is directed parallel to the symmetry
axis of the metallic dipole. A dielectric antenna with a
resonance at the second harmonic frequency is used to
increase the spontaneous emission rate of the dipoles
oscillating at the second harmonic frequency. The polariza-
tion of the output radiation is directed parallel to the axis of
the dielectric dipole antenna. These two factors, field
enhancement at the fundamental frequency and the Purcell
factor enhancement at the second harmonic frequency, lead
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to the amplification of the second harmonic signal by 500,000
times with respect to the array of ZnS nanoparticles.

The authors of [202] demonstrate enhanced second
harmonic generation in a hybrid JaJanus-type metal±dielec-
tric dimer nanoantenna (Fig. 11b). The dimer consists of two
elements: a spherical plasmonic nanoparticle 70 nm in
diameter, which is commonly used in such nanoantennas,
and a barium titanate (BaTiO3) nanoparticle 100 nm in
diameter. This nanoantenna was fabricated using the
method of sequential capillarity-assisted particle assembly
for Au and BaTiO3 nanoparticles in the cavities formed inside
a polymer resist by electron-beam lithography. BaTiO3 has a
noncentrosymmetric crystal structure and generates the
second harmonic signal, while the Au nanoparticle enhances
the Purcell effect in the system. As a result, the efficiency of
the second harmonic generation from a hybrid dimer is
15 times higher than that for single BaTiO3 nanoparticles.
Despite such a small value of the enhancement comparedwith
the 500,000 in the previous nanoantenna, this dimer has the
advantages of a relatively simple fabrication method and the
capacity to use commercially available Au and BaTiO3

nanoparticles.
Unlike the second harmonic, the third harmonic can be

generated in materials with a centrosymmetric crystal lattice.
One of these materials is copper oxide Cu2O, a dielectric with
a high refractive index. However, as in the case of second
harmonic generation, efficient conversion into the third
harmonic requires the particles to be optically resonant in
the IR range, which makes their dimensions very large, such
that the particles become inappropriate for the localization,
for example, of single intracellular processes. To overcome
these disadvantages, a new hybrid core±shell nanostructure
was suggested with a gold rod core coated with a Cu2O shell
(Fig. 11c) [203]. Tuned to the plasmon resonance in the
optical range, the nanorod provides strong electric field
localization in the near field. The high-index Cu2O shell in
this structure redshifts the plasmon resonance, absorbs the
localized plasmon energy, and emits the third harmonic
signal.

The hybrid nanoantenna shown in Fig. 11d has a similar
operation principle. This nanoantenna combines a conven-
tional metallic dipole nanoantenna, which enhances the
electric field in the gap more than 30-fold, and a nonlinear
indium tin oxide (ITO) nanoparticle with the dielectric
permittivity e � 2:9 at the operating wavelength, which
converts the signal at the fundamental frequency into the
third harmonic [204]. The fabrication of this nanoantenna
proceeds in several steps: first, the usual electron-beam
lithography is used to form the metallic part of the
nanoantenna on the glass, which is then covered with a resist
layer illuminated by the electron beam in the dipole gap
region. After subsequent etching, holes are formed in the gaps
of the metallic dipole antenna. A drop of highly concentrated
solution of monodisperse ITO nanocrystals suspended in
hexane is deposited onto the resist and swept across the
sample surface by a cut piece of polydimethylsiloxane
(PDMS). The particles are dragged along with the meniscus
of the slowly evaporating hexane solution and deposited into
the resist openings. The obtained nanostructure allows the
nonlinear response of the particle to be increased by 106 times.

In [205], the third-harmonic generation was studied in a
hybrid metal±dielectric structure that included a gold ring
and a silicon disk placed in its center (Fig. 11e). The source of
the optical signal at the third harmonic in this construction

was the silicon nanoparticle. The third-harmonic generation
enhancement in the ring±disk structure is caused by strong
localization of the electromagnetic field inside the silicon
nanoparticle and on the surface of the gold disk, as well as
by the suppression of far-field radiation at the fundamental
frequency. These effects are achieved by exciting the so-called
anapole mode in the structure [36, 206±213]. An anapole is a
combination of an electric dipole and toroidal moments
oscillating in antiphase with respect to each other. Because
the directional patterns of each of these two moments alone
are almost the same, the destructive interference leads to the
suppression of the waves emitted by the anapole, and the far-
field signal decreases. At the same time, the electromagnetic
energy is localized in the near field of the anapole structure. In
the hybrid nanoantenna shown in Fig. 11e, the toroidal
moment appears in the gold ring, while the electric dipole
moment is supported by the silicon disk. Suppression of the
secondary waves at the fundamental frequency, together with
strong near-field localization, provide a third-harmonic
conversion efficiency up to 0.007%.

The hybrid nanostructure was fabricated using two-stage
electron-beam lithography combined with reactive ion etch-
ing. At the first stage, a chromemask is formed for ion etching
of the silicon disks by using electron-beam lithography with a
PMMA resist, followed by chrome deposition and a lift-off
procedure. At the second stage, the resist is selectively
deposited near the disks marked with cross-like tags. After
the electron-beam lithography and resist etching, the gold
layer is deposited and the gold rings are obtained after the lift-
off procedure [203].

The nonlinear hybrid metal±dielectric nanostructure is a
promising candidate for the role of optical switches and
logical elements in all-optical integrated circuits, because the
material parameters of these nanostructures (dielectric
permittivity and refractive index) can be controlled by
modulation of the incident radiation intensity [214±217].
Because the mode structure of the nanoantenna is directly
dependent on the dielectric permittivity of its elements, the
change in the radiation intensity leads to a shift of the
nanoantenna resonances and to a change in the directional
pattern.

A theoretical description of a nonlinear dimer nano-
antenna consisting of silver (Ag) and silicon (Si) nanospheres
was given in [218]. Third-order nonlinearity in the silver
nanoparticle is sufficiently high to influence its dielectric
permittivity. Figure 12a schematically shows such a hybrid
nanoantenna. The wave vector of the incident radiation is
directed along the dimer symmetry axis. The silver nano-
sphere size corresponds to the excitation of a surface plasmon
resonance at the photon energy of 3.14 eV under low
intensities of optical radiation. In the nonresonant regime,
the direction of the induced electric dipole moment inside the
silver nanoparticle is opposite to the direction of the incident
electric field and to the induced electric moment inside the
silicon nanoparticle. This leads to a destructive interference of
the waves scattered by the electric dipoles of two particles,
and the directional pattern becomes oriented oppositely to
the incident wave vector (Fig. 12b).

In the plasmon resonance regime, all dipole moments are
parallel and the scattered waves are added constructively, and
therefore the directional pattern becomes omnidirectional.
Because the spectral position of the plasmon resonance
depends on the dielectric permittivity of the nanoparticle
material, changing it leads to a shift of the dipole resonance

1046 S I Lepeshov, A E Krasnok, P A Belov, A E Miroshnichenko Physics ±Uspekhi 61 (11)



and to a transition of the system from the resonant regime to
the nonresonant one and vice versa. This results in the
switching of the directional pattern and the propagation
direction of the scattered light. The switching speed is 40 fs
for a relatively low intensity of 6MV cmÿ2, which can be used
in ultrafast photonic devices and circuits. In practice, the
hybrid dimers can be obtained using a recently suggested
combination of top±down fabrication and template-guided
self-assembly [219], which allows a precise and controlled
positioning of the plasmonic elements with respect to the
dielectric spheres in the vertical and horizontal directions.
Moreover, such systems can be fabricated using atomic force
nanomanipulation.

The Yagi±Uda nonlinear hybrid nanoantenna shown in
Fig. 12c is based on a chain of core±shell nanoparticles
(Ag=Ge) [6]. As we have mentioned, such nanoparticles
support both the magnetic dipole mode of the dielectric shell
and the electric dipole mode of the metallic core at the
operating frequency. This is why the hybrid nanoparticles
are a unidirectional source of optical waves. At the same time,
the chains of all-dielectric spheres tuned to magnetic
resonances [8, 70, 220] demonstrate a highly directional
regime, which is connected with dark mode excitation and
the appearance of the Van Hove singularity. A chain of
hybrid nanoparticles combines the highly directional proper-
ties of its components, which increases the directionality of
such an antenna bymany times. If a dipole source were placed
in the center of this chain, the radiation pattern of such a
source would have two oppositely directed narrow lobes. It is
known that if a semiconductor is exposed to intense optical
radiation with the photon energy higher than its bandgap, the
generation of electron±hole plasma occurs. This process
greatly increases the conductivity and decreases the real part
of the dielectric permittivity by several units [70, 220±222]. It
was demonstrated for the chain shown in Fig. 12c that under
the illumination of edge core±shell particles with a femtose-
cond laser, the symmetry of the directional pattern is violated.
This happens due to a decrease in the dielectric permittivity of
the germanium (Ge) shells, which causes a blue shift of their
magnetic resonance. The breaking of the directional pattern
symmetry manifests itself in the suppression of scattering in
the direction of nonmodified particles and the enhancement
of scattering in the direction of modified nanoparticles. This
data demonstrates the potential of nonlinear Yagi±Uda
hybrid nanoantennas for the development of unidirectional
emitters, which could be reversibly reconfigured at ultrafast
scales.

Another approach to controlling the optical properties of
hybrid nanostructures using intense light pulses is connected
with an irreversible modification of their shape after fabrica-
tion [223]. A design for asymmetric metal±dielectric nano-
structures was proposed in [224] together with a fabrication
method that allows subsequent laser processing that changes
the shape of the metallic part and alters its spectral
characteristics accordingly. Such a hybrid nanostructure
consists of a silicon cone with a gold disk on top of it. The
lithography stages provide the specific shape of the dielectric
part in order to achieve a controlled modification of the
metallic component without disturbing the magnetic and
electric Mie resonances. As a result, femtosecond laser
melting allows changing the shape of the gold nanoparticle
from a disk to a cup or a sphere without influencing the
dielectric nanoparticle (Fig. 13a). The main mechanism
causing the change in the gold disk shape can be described in
terms of the thermal deformation process [225]. During this
process, the shape of the surface of a solid under heating tends
to change the shape in order to minimize the surface energy.
Thermal deformation is determined by the temperature and
the width-to-thickness ratio of the heated nanoparticle. In the
case of asymmetric hybrid nanostructures, the shape of the
metallic part after the femtosecond modification depends on
the absorbed energy and the ratio between the diameter and
the thickness of the gold disk.

Because the plasmon resonance strongly depends on the
shape and dimensions of the metallic nanoparticle in which it
is excited, the controlled modification of the metallic
component of a hybrid nanoantenna (Fig. 13a) leads to the
tuning of the resonance observed in this case as a spectral
shift [224, 226, 227]. Figure 13b shows the change in the
scattering spectrum and the directional pattern after the laser
melting of a gold disk on top of the silicon cone. The shape of
the disk gradually transforms into a sphere, and this process is
accompanied by a blue shift of the resonance and an increase
in the backscattering at the 600 nm wavelength. It was also
shown that using asymmetric hybrid nanoantennas as a
structural unit in oligomer nanostructures allows modifying
their collective resonant response, including the Fano
resonance [87]. Figure 13c shows the scattering spectra of
hybrid oligomers consisting of tunable nanoantennas with
different degrees of modification of the metallic components.
The Fano resonance is observed in the spectral range from
640 to 670 nm. It was shown in [228, 229] that this resonance
has a magnetic nature and is caused by the interference
between two modes: a narrow magnetic dipole mode of the
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Figure 12. (Color online.) (a) A nonlinear hybrid dimer Si±Ag nanoantenna. (b) Directional patterns of such a nanoantenna under illumination with low-
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November 2018 Hybrid nanophotonics 1047



central silicon cone and a broad collective magnetic mode of
the ring formed by the silicon cones. The coupling of the Fano
resonance of the dielectric components to the plasmon
resonances of the metallic components results in a shift and
profile change of the Fano resonance under femtosecond
laser modification of the whole oligomer.

6. Conclusions

Large thermal losses of metallic nanostructures limit their
applications in many modern fields of nanophotonics,
including metasurfaces, metamaterials, and nanowave-
guides. This limitation led to the development of new devices
using dielectric nanoparticles with a high refractive index.
Such metal±dielectric or hybrid nanostructures are currently
one of the most modern topics in the science of light. Hybrid
nanostructures demonstrate many properties useful for
practical applications, some of which were discussed in this
review: low thermal losses, optical magnetic resonant
response, and enhanced nonlinear optical properties. We
focused our attention on the state of the art of theoretical
and experimental research on hybrid metal±dielectric
nanoantennas and nanostructures based on them. The
review shows how such structures can selectively scatter
light waves, enhance and transmit optical signals in a specific
direction, control the propagation of these signals, and
generate optical harmonics. Moreover, we have briefly
discussed fabrication methods for these nanostructures
using specific examples.
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